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The  city  came  out  to  repaint  half  of  the  long  yellow  loading  zone  outside  Real  Food 
Company  and  Fresca  Restaurant,  freeing  up  two  of  several  new  parking  spots  on  24th  Street. 
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City  Retires  a 
Few  Yellow  Zones 
On  24th  Street 

Drivers  Gain  Six  Parking 
Spots  on  Busiest  Blocks 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

January  brought  some  good  news  for 
Noe  Valley  merchants:  more  parking 
for  shoppers  and  diners  on  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  main  commercial  strip. 

At  the  request  of  the  Noe  Valley  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals  Association,  the 
city’s  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic 
(DPT)  changed  the  designation  of  several 
yellow  commercial  zones  on  24th  Street 
between  Castro  and  Sanchez  streets. 

In  the  4000  block  between  Castro  and 
Noe,  two  yellow  spaces  in  front  of  Le 
Zinc  restaurant  and  two  in  front  of  Accent 
on  Flowers  were  changed  to  full-time 
"general”  parking — two-hour  metered 
parking  for  the  general  public.  Mean¬ 
while,  yellow  zones  were  established  in 
front  of  PlumpJack  Wines  and  the  Bank 
of  America  building.  The  two  new  com¬ 
mercial  spots,  one  of  which  is  near  a  bus 
stop,  allow  room  for  large  delivery  trucks. 

The  3900  block  of  24th  Street  between 
Sanchez  and  Noe  saw  a  net  gain  of  four 
general-use  parking  spaces.  The  four 
loading  zones  that  once  lined  the  curb 
outside  the  Real  Food  Company  and 
Fresca  Restaurant  were  reduced  to  two, 
freeing  up  two  new  public  parking  spots 
in  front  of  Fresca.  Across  the  street,  two 
yellow  zones  in  front  of  the  Aveda  cos¬ 
metics  store  also  were  converted  to  regu¬ 
lar  metered  parking. 


Ruth  Brinker’s  love  for  blueberries  be¬ 
gan  when  she  was  a  little  girl  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  the  northernmost  parts  of  the 
U.S.  Midwest.  Armed  with  Sears,  Roe¬ 
buck  and  Co.  pails,  Brinker  and  her 
brother  enjoyed  picking  the  plump 
berries.  They  often  deposited  the  spoils  in 
their  mouths,  instead  of  the  buckets. 

“There’s  nothing  to  compare  with 
blueberries  up  near  the  Canadian  border,” 
Brinker  says. 

On  one  such  excursion,  Brinker’s  fa¬ 
ther  drove  his  two  children  to  a  patch,  and 
left  them  to  pick  on  their  own. 

When  he  returned  to  pick  them  up  in 
his  Model  T  Ford,  he  noticed  another 
picker  had  joined  the  children.  But  this 
was  no  ordinary  berry  picker  stocking  up 
on  filling  for  homemade  pies.  The  new¬ 
comer  was  a  bear. 

Only  after  answering  their  father’s 
abrupt  summons  to  return  immediately  to 
the  car  did  Brinker  and  her  brother  realize 
that  they  had  been  rummaging  for  berries 
right  alongside  a  hungry  black  bear. 

That  day,  Brinker’s  innate  ability  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  task  at  hand,  regardless  of  po¬ 
tential  obstacles,  resulted  in  a  pail  (and  a 
stomach)  full  of  blueberries  gathered 
right  in  the  presence  of  a  oft-feared  wild 
animal. 


In  addition,  the  hours  of  commercial 
use  for  several  parking  spots  within  the 
two-block  stretch  were  shortened,  en¬ 
abling  shoppers  to  use  the  meters  for  a 
few  hours  in  the  afternoon.  Instead  of 
being  devoted  to  deliveries  until  6  p.m., 
about  half  a  dozen  yellow  spaces  were 
designated  for  commercial  use  just  until 
1  p.m.  or  4  p.m.,  and  some  yellow  zones 
were  freed  up  for  public  parking  on  Sat¬ 
urdays.  The  start  time  of  7  a.m.  for  com¬ 
mercial  zones  remains  in  effect. 

“A  lot  of  the  time  after  1 1  a.m.,  most 
deliveries  were  done  and  the  commercial 
spots  would  just  be  vacant  while  people 
drove  around  the  block  looking  for  park¬ 
ing,”  said  Noe  Valley  Video  co-owner 
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Open  Hand  founder  Ruth  Brinker  is  a 
recipient  alongside  such  figures  as  Rosalynn 
Carter  and  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  of  the 
Jefferson  Award,  given  annually  by  the 
American  Institute  for  Public  Service. 
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Decades  later,  that  same  determination 
and  focus  would  appear  again.  But  this 
time,  Brinker  set  her  sights  on  a  mysteri¬ 
ous  and  frightening  disease. 

Brinker,  83,  is  the  founder  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Project  Open  Hand,  the  first-ever 
non-profit  organization  to  provide  hot 
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Residents  Hunger 
For  a  Locally 
Owned  Grocery 

Groups  Set  Their  Sights  on 
Bell  Market  Location 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Responding  to  the  long-term  vacan¬ 
cies  of  two  neighborhood  grocery 
stores— Real  Food  Company  on  24th 
Street  and  Mikeytom  Market  on  Church 
Street — more  than  40  residents  packed 
St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall  on  Jan.  12  to  talk 
about  bringing  a  community-oriented 
grocery  store  to  Noe  Valley. 

With  Bell  Market — now  the  only  full- 
service  grocery  in  the  neighborhood — 
currently  up  for  sale,  "We  don’t  need  an¬ 
other  grocery  store  vacant  for  two  years,” 
said  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  President 
Richard  May,  explaining  why  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  held. 

The  grocery  store  summit  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Friends,  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors,  and  Noe  Valleyans  for  Com¬ 
munity  and  Social  Justice  (NVCSJ). 
Leaders  from  each  group  sat  on  a  panel, 
which  also  included  District  8  Supervisor 
Bevan  Duffy. 

Duffy  began  with  an  overview  of  the 
present  grocery  crisis.  The  last  word  from 
the  Cincinnati-based  Kroger  Co.  was  that 
it  is  looking  to  sell  several  stores  in  its 
Ralphs  division,  including  the  24th  Street 
Bell  and  the  Castro  and  South  Van  Ness 
Cala  Foods.  Meanwhile,  Nutraceutical 
Corporation,  owner  of  the  Real  Food 
Company,  which  has  been  closed  since 
August  2003,  has  promised  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  it  will  remodel  and  reopen  a 
health  food  store,  but  the  company  has  yet 
to  file  any  new  permit  applications. 

Duffy  said  Nutraceutical  was  still  not 
responding  to  his  requests  for  a  meeting 
to  discuss  Real  Food’s  future.  “I’m  tired 
of  trying  to  deal  with  them,”  he  said.  “I’m 
ready  to  ignore  them  for  a  while.” 

Vicki  Rosen,  president  of  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors,  expressed  similar  frustration 
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Noe  Valley 
Library  Finally 
Closing  Feb.  11 

City  Coughs  Up  Extra  Funds 
For  Long-Delayed  Renovation 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Let  the  celebration  begin.  Noe  Valley’s 
historic  library  has  escaped  a  mil- 
lion-dollar  financial  crisis  that  had  threat¬ 
ened  to  derail  major  renovations  planned 
for  the  seismically  feeble  branch. 

The  San  Francisco  Library  Commis¬ 
sion  last  month  agreed,  somewhat  mo¬ 
rosely,  to  dig  deeper  sftto  its  pockets  to 
find  the  money  to  make  up  for  construc¬ 
tion  bids  that  came  in  one-third  higher 
than  officials  estimated. 

The  commission’s  Jan.  19  decision  was 
the  final  hurdle  in  the  on-again,  off-again 
effort  to  start  work  on  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  45 1  Jersey 
Street,  a  90-year-old,  unreinforced  ma¬ 
sonry  building  that  could  easily  crumble 
in  a  major  earthquake. 

City  officials  also  set  a  Feb.  1 1  closing 
date  for  the  branch.  The  news  of  a  firm 
date — after  being  rescheduled  a  half- 
dozen  times  over  the  past  two  years — sent 
the  eight-person  library  staff  into  a  spasm 
of  jubilation  and  a  rush  to  get  ready  for 
moving  day. 

“We’re  trying  to  inventory  the  collection 
and  put  things  in  order,  and  throw  away 
or  send  away  things  we  might  not  need 
when  we  reopen,”  said  Carol  Small,  the 
library’s  acting  manager.  The  permanent 
collection  of  30,000  books,  computers, 
and  furniture  will  reside  in  temporary  stor¬ 
age  until  the  branch  reopens  in  late  2007. 

The  commission’s  action  also  reinvig¬ 
orated  local  efforts  to  raise  $130,000  to 
pay  for  interior  and  other  costs  that  city 
funds  won’t  cover.  The  fundraising  effort 
had  been  in  limbo  because  of  the  ongo¬ 
ing  renovation  delays — and  prompted 
one  of  the  largest  donors  to  put  a  $15,000 
pledge  on  hold. 

Kim  Drew,  chair  of  the  Noe  Valley  Li¬ 
brary  Campaign,  said  the  group  was 
working  to  resecure  the  $15,000.  So  far, 
the  organization  has  raised  $63,000  in 
contributions  and  pledges  to  pay  for  new 
computers,  tables,  chairs,  shelving,  and 
other  interior  fixtures. 

Before  shutting  the  doors  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  11,  the  library  will  hold  a  farewell 
party  from  1:30  to  4:30  p.m.  Both  Drew 
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Shortly  after  the  Noe  Valley  Library  closes, 
a  library  bookmobile  will  start  visiting  the 
neighborhood  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 


Ruth  Brinker:  A  Hero  in  Our  Midst 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 


Acupuncture  without  Needles 

^  Painless  &  Effective 

^  R:||| 

Erik  Hinshaw,  l.ac.  415-296-7213 
977  Valencia  Street  @  21  st  Ifc! 
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Dolores  Place 


Bed  &  Breakfast 


25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


dinner  mon-sat  5:30"  1 1 : 30 
happy  hour  mon-wed  5:30~7:30 
1740  church  street  (betw.  29th  &.  30th) 

www.deepsushi-sf.com 
reservations  415.970.3337  opentable.com 


Piappy.  uLofenlirieA,  day 


From 
Noe  Valley 

With  Love 


v  come  experience 
extended  seating,  cocktails 
or  your  next  private  party 
in  our  NEW  lounge,  deeper 


Gimme  a  Peck.  Glen  Potter  shares  a 
smooch  with  Sidney,  an  African  grey 
parrot  in  front  of  his  24th  Street  shop. 
Accent  on  Flowers. 
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•  Studio,  1  bedroom  &  2  bedroom  •  Spa  with  a  view 

•  Corporate  housing  available  •  Small  pets  welcome 
•  15  minutes  to  downtown  S.F.  •  Great  access  to 

freeway  and  BART*  Beach  access  •  Fabulous  ocean 


views  •  Underground  gated  parking*  Personal  washer  & 
dryers*  •  24  hr.  fitness  center 


*ln  select  units 

c( Tinder  SVew  Owners  flip!! 

Toll  free  866-834-7032 
Local  650-472-1044 

landsendapartments@fftrinity.com 

Office  Hours:  M-F  9am-6pm,  Sat  1 0am-6pm,  Sun  1 2noon-6pm 

1 00  Esplanade  Avenue 
Pacifica,  CA  94044 


DIRECTIONS:  From  Hwy  280, 
take  Highway  1  towards  Pacifica. 
Exit  Manor/  Palmetto  Ave.  and  go 
right  on  Palmetto.  Take  your  next 
left  on  Esplanade  Ave. 
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INTERIORS 

by  Decorating  Den' 
236  W.  Portal  A ve  #526  San  Francisco  CA  94127 


Cheryl  Parrott 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 


COMPLIMENTARY  IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION  &  NEW  CLIENT  SPECIAL 


415.586.8694 

41 5.586.8695  fox 
www.decdens.com/cparrott 
cherylparrott@decoratingden.com 


Minimum  Purchase:  $500.  Offer  Expires  6/30/05 


As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 
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IT  JUST  MAKES  SENSE 


A  growing  business 
requires  a  growing  team 


Edward  Jones  believes  that  relationships  are  key  to  success. 
We  feel  that  the  best  way  to  develop  strong  relationships  is 
by  doing  business  face-to-face.  In  order  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  growing  business  I’m  please  to  announce  that 
Gary  Norman  will  be  joining  me  to  help  provide  you 
with  one-to-one,  personalized  service  and  advice. 

Please  stop  by  or  call  for  an  appointment  so  we 
can  be  of  service  to  you. 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877.282.4079 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 
www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Investment  Representative 


Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative 


Kd  ward  Jones 
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for  artists  of  all  ages 

3961  24th  Street  Across  From  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 


FINE  ART  SUPPLIES  FOR  ADULTS  AND  C  H ILDREN 

FEBRUARY  CANVAS  SALE 
40%  Off  All  Stretched  Canvas  and  Canvas  Boards 

❖ 

Stretch  Your  Own  Canvas  Workshop 
February  19th,  2  to  3:30  p.m. 


In  this  hands-on  workshop,  Ann-Marie  Selvidge  will  teach  the  proper 
way  to  stretch  your  own  canvas.  $12.00  per  person,  all  materials  included. 
Limited  to  six  people,  so  sign  up  early.  Preregistration  required. 


FOR  CLASS  AND  WORKSHOP  UPDATES, 

stop  by  or  visit  us  at  www.artsakesf.com 


t€TA»U 


C/ 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 


Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arkors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wketker  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
kome.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  ligkting, 
maintenance  and  arkorist  services. 

Visit  our  skowroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  1  og  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  41 5-824-1872. 

LIC  #825875 


garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 

- • - 

1  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 

on-the-spot. garden  design 

in  just  one  visit 

- • - 

on-the-spot.  garden  design 

•  Balance  and  unity  i 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

f  i  -  1  -  (Fully  documented  design  also  available) 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 

/>  415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 

www.glorydesign.com 

STILL  the 
8fST  frame  shop 
in  Son  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


Anniversary 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Featured  Local  Artists: 


n  Decorator  Mirrors  wholesale 
to  the  public. 


Calixto  Robles 
Otto  Aguilar 


Liberty  St 


Gift  certificates  available 


934  Valencia  St.  94110 


n  Holiday  Bazaar, 

every  weekend  in  December, 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 ,h  St.  Tel:  415  826-2321 


SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  ,h  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 


■■ 
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THE  FUTURE  IS  GOING  GREEN 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


Member,  US  Green 
Building  Council 

CA  License  B-766125 


4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  ■  Fax:  415.643.8572 


DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  is  "going"  Green  in  2006! 
A  happier  planet  is  our  goal  for  a  better  future. 


Our  new  Naturals  Collection  is  an  environmentally 
sound  choice  for  cabinets.  Both  resource  smart  and 
house  healthy,  materials  matched  with  craftsmanship, 
these  are  the  first  in  this  league  to  be  made  from 
certified  and  recycled  woods  with  environmentally 
friendly  finishes. 


All  of  these  new  cabinets  come  from  well-managed 
forests,  independently  certified  by  SmartWood 
in  accordance  with  rules  of  the 
Forest  Stewardship  Council. 


Need  more  living  space,  we  specialize  in  creative  solutions  with  new  room  additions 


Pilates 

In  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


Group  Reformer  Classes 

Day  and  evening  classes, 

Monday  through  Saturday. 

Call  studio  for  schedule 

New  Client  Special 

20%  discount  off  your  first 
three  Private  sessions 


Pilates  &  Fitness  Boutique 

We  now  sell: 

Fitness  Balls 
Foam  Rollers 
Exercise  Mats 
TheraBands  &  Tubing 
Books  &  Videos 
Active  ware 
...and  more 


Rehabilitation  •  Conditioning 
Private  •  Semi-Private  •  SmaU.  Groups 


1414  Castro  Street  @  Jersey 
(415)  282-8850 
www.springpilates.com 


^  The  Urban  Nest 

«  3927  24th  Street 

^  between  '^sXs 

Sanchez  and  Noe  ■ 

(415)341-0116  *P?j 

Find  your  romantic  side  in  the 
heart  of  Noe  Valley. 

We  have  beautiful  Valentine  gifts  and 
decorations  for  all  of  your  loved  ones. 

You  will  find  a  wide  variety  of  bath  salts 
soaps,  glass  glitter  hearts  and 

handmade  candy.  M 


8  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2006 


LETTERS  39C 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the  month. 
Subscriptions  are  available  at  $25  per  year  ($15 
for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
manuscripts,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to 
Noe  Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
not  be  considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited 
contributions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association. 
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We  Deserve  a  Good  Grocery 

Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  two  letters  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  October  2005  Voice  [“A 
Housing  Project — That’s  the  Ticket!”  by 
James  Keefer;  “Mollie  Stone’s  Too  Expen¬ 
sive”  by  John  Hirschberger],  Both  con¬ 
cerned  the  proposed  sale  of  Bell  Market. 

I  think  Mr.  Keefer’s  idea  of  converting 
the  store  to  low-cost  housing  is  absurd  and 
would  be  a  great  disservice  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  How  can  a  neighborhood  survive 
without  a  grocery  store?  Where  does  he 
propose  we  shop  for  food  in  Noe  Valley? 

We  deserve  a  good  place  to  shop  for 
good-quality  food.  As  it  is,  I  drive  to  the 
Whole  Foods  store  on  Fourth  Street  once 
a  week.  (I  also  go  to  Drewes  on  Church 
for  meat  and  fish,  and  I  buy  as  much  as  I 
can  from  the  farmers’  market  on  24th.) 

Mr.  Hirschberger,  who  wants  an  Al¬ 
bertsons  or  a  Safeway  because  he  thinks 
they  have  reasonable  prices,  might  be  in¬ 
terested  to  know  that  Whole  Foods’  prices 
on  many  things  are  better  than  or  at  least 
competitive  with  Bell  Market’s.  And  the 
fact  that  Whole  Foods  treats  its  employ¬ 
ees  well  should  appeal  to  his  socially  re¬ 
sponsible  side. 

Alec  Hemer 
Church  Street 

Who  Is  Peter  Gabel? 

Editor: 

1  would  like  to  ask  a  few  questions  and 
make  a  few  points  regarding  the  two- 
year-old  comedic  saga  surrounding  Real 
Food  Company.  First  of  all,  I  know  I  am 
not  the  only  local  wondering  about  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  Peter  Gabel,  his  com¬ 
rades.  and  the  Voice  editorial  staff.  Who 


is  Peter  Gabel?  Why  has  his  narrow  view 
on  this  subject  been  treated  as  gospel  by 
Voice  staff?  Local  friends  and  I  have  a 
running  bet  as  to  whether  he  is  (a)  a  union 
organizer  or  (b)  a  trust  fund  baby  or  (c) 
whether  he  lives  in  a  tent  in  someone’s 
back  yard.  It  is  obvious  he  does  not  work 
for  a  business  entity,  because  there  is  no 
company  in  existence  that  could  with¬ 
stand  his  moral/ political  scrutiny  or  pu¬ 
rity  of  thought  and  purpose. 

Gabel  remarks,  regarding  the  Allens’ 
living  in  Marin  County,  that  they  are  “ab¬ 
sentee  landlords.”  Gee,  Peter,  should  they 
live  in  the  store,  or  would  it  be  okay  if 
they  lived  above  it,  on  the  roof? 

He  describes  the  sale  of  the  Real  Food 
property  to  Nutraceutical  Corporation  as 
a  “bizarre  turn  of  events.”  No  doubt,  Pe¬ 
ter,  it  probably  means  they  are  not  going 
to  run  out  on  the  lease  and  leave  the  prop¬ 
erty  for  you  and  your  buddies. 

It  would  be  enlightening  to  reprint 
Voice  articles  on  this  subject  so  as  to  dis¬ 
sect  the  mongering  (journalism  would  be 
a  far  too  generous  term)  that  has  gone  on 
over  the  past  two-plus  years.  Every  arti¬ 
cle  is  completely  without  balance  and  the 
laziest  kind  of  reporting.  The  piece  by  Liz 
Highleyman  in  the  December  issue  is  just 
the  latest  example. 

The  second-to-last  paragraph  in  High- 
leyman’s  story  is  most  disturbing.  It  in¬ 
fers  that  some  kind  of  closed-door  meet¬ 
ing  is  about  to  happen  with  a  small  group 
of  local  citizens.  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty, 
and  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Associa¬ 
tion.  Let  me  be  clear  on  this,  Peter  Gabel 
does  not  represent  a  majority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  in  this  neighborhood,  and  he 
sure  as  hell  does  not  represent  me.  As  far 


as  I  can  tell,  he  has  not  been  elected  to 
anything.  It  is  obvious  he  has  absolutely 
no  interest  in  what  is  best  for  the  business 
community  here — unless  keeping  re¬ 
ceipts  in  an  old  sock  under  the  counter  in¬ 
stead  of  a  cash  register  would  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  good  thing.  Or  perhaps  a  good 
thing  would  be  a  24th  Street  that  resem¬ 
bles  San  Pablo  Avenue. 

Regarding  any  communication  the 
merchants  association  wants  to  undertake 
with  Nutraceutical,  the  opening  question 
probably  wants  to  be  something  like, 
“What  can  we  do  as  a  group  to  facilitate 
you  reopening  your  store  on  24th  Street?” 

Dufty  might  want  to  reinforce  that  con¬ 
versation  with  one  where  he  asks,  “What 
can  the  city  of  San  Francisco  do  to  help 
facilitate  you  reopening  your  store  on 
24th  Street?” 

Doug  Lockyer 

Weird  Dog  Owners  Abound 

Editor: 

I  can  completely  relate  to  Mary  Mc- 
Fadden’s  letter  about  the  tied-up  dogs  on 
24th  Street  [“You  Have  Nothing  to  Lose 
But  Your  Chains,”  December  2005].  One 
day  I  decided  to  ride  my  bike  to  Wal- 
green’s,  and  I  locked  my  bicycle  to  a  bike 
rack.  When  I  came  back,  there  was  a 
fairly  good-sized  dog  tied  to  the  bike 
rack.  He  decided  to  get  temperamental 
and  not  let  me  unlock  my  bike.  Finally, 
this  woman  with  two  kids  and  a  stroller 
came  out  and  got  the  dog. 

I  don’t  know  what  she  was  thinking.  Of 
all  places  to  tie  up  a  dog.  She  did  not  even 
care  that  she  inconvenienced  me,  much 
less  scared  me  with  her  dog. 

So  there  are  weird  dog  owners  in 
downtown  San  Jose,  too. 

Sherri  Adams 
San  Jose  resident 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  10 


3932  -  24th  Street 


Home  Staging 
House  Makeovers 
Color  Consulting 
Interiors 

Cad  for  a  Consultation! 
415.341.8442  staging@lisaviotetto.com 


San  Trancisco,  CA  94114 


1605  Church  Street  at  28th  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-641-8875  •  www.thepickledhutch.com 

dp 

consignment  and  estate  services  available 
Proprietor  •  Lisa  Wilson 

Open  Tue.  -  Sun.  11  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  .  ! 


2080  Chestnut  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5  929  8868 


400  1  24TH  St 
San  Francisco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 
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24th/7. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle  and  bustle,  you 
won't  find  a  greater  beehive  of  activity  in  the 
City  than  24th  Street  on  a  Saturday  morning: 
the  lure  of  freshly  baked  pastries,  the  buzz  of 
upscale  boutiques,  the  hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready  for  the  day. 

Noe  Valley  wasn't  always  like  this,  but  it's  aways 
had  this  sense  of  community.  There's  the  fabulous 
weather  of  course.  The  take-your-breath-away 


views  of  the  City  And  the  wonderful  Victorians 
in  which  residents  take  pride  and  comfort 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people 
find  the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their 
aspirations— -in  Noe  Valley  and  in  all  of  San 
Francisco— -for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've 
been  ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams.  It's  a 
half-century  of  trust  between  our  agents  and 


clients  that  only  the  values  of  a  family-owned 
business  can  inspire. 

if  you'd  like  more  information  about  24th 
Street  and  Noe  Valley,  or  about  any  other 
neighborhood  in  the  City,  give  us  a  call 
at  415-921-6000.  Or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hill-co.com. 

Anytime. 


9:37  AM  j  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

www.hill-co.com 


Valley  Jeuelry 
tfof  for  any  My 

s%t  1/2 
2<vf  h  Sf  reef 
VI5-206-070V 


San  francisc® 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

N.E.R.T. 

Neighborhood  Emergency  Response  Team 


FREE  TRAINING!!! 


WHO:  EVERYONE! 

WHAT:  Earthquake  &  Disaster  Preparedness  Training 
WHEN:  Weekend  Sessions  (9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m.) 

Saturdays,  March  4, 11  &  18 
WHERE:  Noe  Valley 

Noe  Valley  Ministry  -  1021  Sanchez  St.  at  Elizabeth 
WHY:  Hurricane  Katrina  has  shown  us  the  need  to  get 
prepared!  You  are  vital  to  the  recovery  of  the  City 
after  a  disaster! 

HOW:  Call  (415)  970-2024  to  register.  Call  (415)  970-2022  for  info, 
or  visit  www.sfgov.org/sffdnert  to  see  more  about 
the  training  and  to  register  on  line. 
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For  the  Record  Books 

Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  article  that  appeared  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  in  the  November 
2005  issue,  “The  Longest  Running  Foot¬ 
ball  Game  in  Noe,”  by  Bob  Oaks.  I 
worked  with  Bob  on  much  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  and  past  history  of  the  A-Bowl, 
played  at  Alvarado  School  since  1947.  It 
brought  back  memories  of  the  time  when 
many  of  us  resided  in  the  Noe  Valley. 

By  mistake  I  left  out  two  players  who 
have  been  regular  participants.  Ted  Hayes 
has  been  involved  since  1951,  and  John 
Leonard  since  1958. 1  have  been  getting 
a  lot  of  ribbing  regarding  my  omission. 

Lou  Barberini 
Danville,  California 


Hey,  If  It  Works  for  Alaska 

Editor: 

Regarding  your  story  in  the  March 
2005  issue,  “Diagonal  Parking  on  Castro 
Likely  to  Have  a  Trial  Run”:  I  have  been 
in  the  city  of  Seward,  Alaska,  for  22 
years,  and  we  have  always  had  diagonal 
parking  on  both  sides  of  the  street  in  our 
downtown.  It  is  a  three-block  area.  It  is  a 
great  way  to  go  as  long  as  the  street  is 
wide  enough. 

Charles  McEldowney 

Rumbling  Underground 

Editor: 

In  the  December  2005  issue,  your  Ru¬ 
mors  columnist  reported  on  the  woes  of 
a  certain  block  of  Sanchez  Street:  “They 
call  themselves  ‘the  lost  block,’  since 
public  works  projects  over  the  years  that 
included  the  800  block  of  Sanchez  only 
provided  improvements  to  the  800  to  850 


Ted  Hayes  proudly  displays  “the  Duck,”  the 
prize  trophy  in  the  A-Bowl  football  game 
held  on  Alvarado  School’s  playground  each 
Thanksgiving.  At  this  year's  championship, 
Hayes’  Three-A's  walloped  the  Red-A’s  by 
a  score  of  40  to  15. 

block,  between  21st  Street  and  Hill,  and 
not  to  the  second  part  of  the  block,  with 
addresses  851  to  899,  from  Hill  to  22nd 
Street.”  This  statement  contains  errors 
that  may  mislead  your  readers. 

Neither  the  800-850  nor  850-900 
blocks  of  Sanchez  Street  ever  had  petitions 
filed  to  request  utility  undergrounding, 
and  thus  were  never  covered  in  legislation 
that  earmarked  funds  roughly  eight  years 
ago.  The  current  utility  undergrounding 
project  includes  Hill  Street  but  not 
Sanchez  800.  That  block — mine — has  a 
truly  unique  set  of  circumstances. 

Sanchez  800  is  sandwiched  between 


21st  Street,  which  was  undergrounded 
years  ago,  and  Hill  Street,  which  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  undergrounded.  PG&E’s  de¬ 
sign  for  clearing  the  above-ground  wires 
from  Hill  Street  calls  for  trenching  and 
burying  the  wires  on  the  east  side  of 
Sanchez  800  up  to  the  mid-block  pole. 

Since  Sanchez  800  is  short  and  because 
there  are  no  overhead  connections  to  the 
residences  on  the  west  side,  only  two 
overhead  poles,  with  one  span  of  wire, 
will  remain.  Further,  these  two  wooden 
poles  will  be  “orphaned”  above  ground, 
since  utilities  in  all  directions — north, 
south,  east,  and  west — will  be  under¬ 
ground.  (And  this  ugly  sight  is  directly 
across  from  the  spectacular  viewpoint 
bench  enjoyed  by  so  many.) 

At  the  same  time,  gas  pipe  replace¬ 
ment — planned  separately  by  PG&E — 
requires  the  utility  to  extend  the  trench  on 
the  east  side  of  Sanchez  800  another  50 
feet  or  so  north.  Thus,  the  trench  passes 
by  all  the  residences  on  the  east  side  of 
Sanchez  800.  To  underground  the  poles 
and  wires  on  this  block  will  require  no  ad¬ 
ditional  sidewalk  or  street  trenching.  In 
the  entire  city,  that  attribute  is  unique  to 
this  block. 

I  have  worked  on  this  issue  for  2*/2 
years— circulating  petitions,  writing  let¬ 
ters,  speaking  with  PG&E  engineers,  and 
working  with  Bevan  Dufty’s  office.  We 
finally  have  all  the  major  parties  in  agree¬ 
ment:  to  allow  the  residents  on  the  east 
side  of  Sanchez  800  to  connect  to  the  new 
underground  wires,  remove  the  overhead 
wires,  and  replace  the  two  large  wooden 
poles  with  graceful  new  streetlamps.  The 
residents  will  pay  somewhat  more  to  con¬ 
nect  their  own  homes  to  the  trench  than 
those  officially  included  in  the  project, 
but  it  will  be  worth  it. 

Unfortunately,  since  this  extended  area 
of  work  is  not  part  of  the  previously  leg¬ 
islated  area,  the  participation  of  the  resi¬ 


dents  must  be  voluntary.  And  in  that,  I  am 
sad  to  report,  one  homeowner  refuses  to 
participate.  The  rest  of  the  block  has  vol¬ 
unteered  to  pay  all  the  connection  costs 
for  this  person,  but  he  is  still  holding  out. 
The  city  is  about  to  cancel  the  agreement, 
and  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  beautify 
the  area — at  almost  no  cost  to  the  city  or 
ratepayers — will  be  lost. 

It  is  sad  and  ironic  that  one  difficult 
homeowner  can  cause  so  much  damage. 
Meanwhile,  the  residents  of  the  850  block 
of  Sanchez  remain  desperate  to  gain  this 
same  beautification. 

Mark  Miller 
Sanchez  Street 

It  Was  Such  a  Treat 

Dear  24th  Street  Merchants: 

On  behalf  of  all  the  St.  Philip's  School 
teachers  and  staff,  I  would  like  to  thank 
you  for  opening  your  stores  to  our  stu¬ 
dents  on  Halloween.  Halloween  is  such 
an  exciting  day  for  the  children,  and  we 
are  grateful  for  your  continuing  support 
of  our  trick-or-treating  parade.  Each  year, 
the  students  look  forward  to  their  trip 
down  24th  Street. 

Thanks  again  for  keeping  this  tradition 
alive  for  our  students.  See  you  next  year. 

Kelly  Pheatt 
Kindergarten  teacher 
St.  Philip’s  School 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to  the  ed¬ 
itor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail 
editor@noevalley  voice.com.  Please  in¬ 
clude  your  name,  address,  and  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may  be  ed¬ 
ited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you. 


M'il/TE  (§) 


MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


House-Smoked  \ 

,Salmon  was  named 
one  of  the  "125  Best 
Things  to  Eat"  by 
5an  Francisco, 
Magazine/  ^ 


expanded  meat 
department 
exclusively 
featuring  Niman 
Ranch  Meats 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at  i 
i  www.biritemarket.com  i 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 
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Groups  Shopping 
For  a  ‘Good’ 
Grocery  Store 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

about  the  lack  of  a  store  along  outer 
Church  Street.  Mikeytom,  located  at 
Church  and  Day,  was  forced  to  close  in 
2003  after  the  building’s  owner  de¬ 
manded  a  large  rent  increase.  The  long¬ 
term  vacancy  has  “really  left  a  blight  on 
the  neighborhood,”  Rosen  said. 

Former  Mikeytom  co-owner  Tom  Mar- 
avilla,  who  attended  the  meeting,  told  the 
group  he  and  his  partner,  Mike  Meischke, 
definitely  were  interested  in  operating  an¬ 
other  grocery  store  in  the  neighborhood. 
“In  my  fantasy  world,  we’d  take  over  all 
three,”  Maravilla  said,  referring  to  Bell  on 
24th  and  the  Castro  and  South  Van  Ness 
Cala  stores. 

Maravilla  later  said  he  had  spoken  with 
the  owners  of  Dre wes  Brothers  meat  mar¬ 
ket  about  developing  a  cooperative  ven¬ 
ture.  “I  think  we  would  be  successful,”  he 
said,  “because  we  know  what  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  wants  and  we  know  how  to  listen.” 

Moving  Forward  in  the  Bell  Space 

As  the  meeting  wore  on,  the  partici¬ 
pants  appeared  to  reach  consensus:  Given 
the  impasse  with  Nutraceutical  and  the 
Church  Street  store,  the  most  positive 
course  might  be  to  seek  a  community- 
friendly  grocer  to  move  into  Bell’s  space. 

Peter  Gabel,  of  NVCSJ,  who  had 
talked  briefly  about  his  group’s  ongoing 
efforts  to  pressure  Nutraceutical  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  the  community  and  offer  resti¬ 
tution  to  Real  Food’s  fired  employees, 
displayed  a  thick  stack  of  letters  from  Noe 
Valley  residents  pledging  to  boycott  a  re¬ 
opened  Real  Food.  But,  he  said,  he  had 
no  appetite  for  a  boycott  “while  24th 


Street  still  needs  resuscitation.” 

Agreeing  with  the  others  at  the  table. 
Gabel  said  he  hoped  the  three  groups, 
working  in  concert  with  Supervisor 
Dufty,  could  “form  a  force  from  the 
neighborhood  and  coalesce  around  a 
good  buyer  for  Bell.”  If  the  new  store 
were  successful.  Gabel  said  to  much  ap¬ 
plause,  “Nutraceutical  might  be  priced 
out  of  the  market  and  forced  to  move.” 

“Nothing  would  make  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  happier  than  to  get  a  good,  locally 
owned  grocery  in  that  space,”  Dufty 
agreed.  But,  he  cautioned,  “We  have  to 
get  real  pretty  fast  and  put  some  money 
on  the  table.  Fm  worried  if  we  hang  on 
too  long,  Kroger  will  move  ahead  with 
someone  else.” 

Meeting  participants  brought  up  the 
possibility  of  getting  financial  backing 
from  the  city,  as  well  as  involving  a  local 
bank  such  as  Sterling.  Dufty  said  he 
would  approach  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Economic  Development  to  see  what 
kinds  of  assistance  might  be  available. 

The  group  then  formed  a  steering  com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  the  four  panelists, 
who  said  they’d  solicit  support  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association  and  start  surveying  neigh¬ 
borhood  residents  to  determine  what  they 
wanted  in  a  new  store. 

Several  people  stressed  the  need  for  a 
reasonably  priced  market  that  would 
serve  residents  at  all  income  levels. 
“Everyone  in  Noe  Valley  isn’t  a  million¬ 
aire,”  said  May.  “Whoever  comes  in 
needs  to  understand  who  we  really  are.” 

The  next  grocery  summit  will  take 
place  Monday,  Feb.  16,  from  7:30  to  9 
p.m.,  at  St.  Philip’s  Hall  on  Diamond 
Street  between  24th  and  Elizabeth.  Inter¬ 
ested  parties  can  offer  their  input  at  the 
meeting  or  send  comments  by  e-mail  to 
rambooks@pacbell.net  or  by  mail  to 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  P.O.  Box  460953, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94146.  □ 
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(Formerly  Noes  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 
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Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 


After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 


City  Frees  Up 
Parking  Spots  on 
24th  Street 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Brian  Dunleavy,  who  worked  with  fellow 
merchants  on  the  parking  request.  "That 
was  just  ridiculous.  This  change  is  good 
for  everyone.” 

“Part  of  the  vibrancy  of  a  commercial 
district  is  parking  turnover  and  availability 
for  people  who  want  to  come  into  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  for  short  periods,”  added  Mer¬ 
chants  Association  President  Carol  Yenne. 

Yenne  said  the  organization,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty’s 
office,  notified  merchants  prior  to  the 
change  and  did  not  encounter  any  resis¬ 
tance.  She  credited  the  DPT’s  Toni  Coe 
with  playing  an  instrumental  role  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  changes  a  reality. 

“The  DPT  tried  to  find  the  right  bal¬ 
ance  to  meet  the  needs  of  residents,  shop¬ 
pers,  and  merchants,”  Yenne  told  the  Voice. 
“Now  there  will  be  fewer  commercial 
spaces,  but  in  locations  that  make  more 
sense.  The  extra  afternoon  and  evening 
hours  will  help  the  restaurants  especially.” 

Diagonal  Parking  Travels  to  Clipper 

Meanwhile,  the  Merchants  Associa¬ 
tion  is  working  to  extend  the  recently  es¬ 


tablished  diagonal  parking  zone  on  Cas¬ 
tro  Street — which  now  stretches  from  Jer¬ 
sey  to  25th  Street — to  encompass  the 
block  between  25th  and  Clipper  border¬ 
ing  James  Lick  Middle  School. 

The  group  would  like  to  see  diagonal 
parking  between  24th  Street  and  Jersey  as 
well,  but  acknowledges  that  this  is  a  big¬ 
ger  logistical  challenge,  due  to  a  bus  stop 
and  the  entrance  to  Walgreen ’s  parking  lot 
in  that  block.  On  Dufty’s  recommenda¬ 
tion,  “we  decided  for  now  to  take  the  eas¬ 
ier  route,”  said  Yenne. 

Merchants  are  also  asking  the  city  to 
install  meters  or  establish  a  two-hour  park¬ 
ing  zone  covering  the  first  six  to  eight  ex¬ 
isting  diagonal  slots  on  the  block  from  Jer¬ 
sey  to  25th.  Currently,  there  are  no  limits 
on  how  long  one  may  park  in  these  spaces. 

“We  want  to  encourage  movement,  so 
people  will  not  stay  there  all  day,”  said  Isa 
Muhawieh,  who  runs  Isa’s  Salon  on  the 
east  side  of  the  block. 

For  now,  shopkeepers  are  content  to 
see  the  commercial  parking  changes.  The 
city  was  in  the  process  of  changing  me¬ 
ter  signs  and  repainting  curbs  as  the  Voice 
went  to  press  in  late  January.  □ 
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1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 


Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 

www.episodesalon.com 
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hair  is  our  job 
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for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


All  shows  8:15  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd 


All  ages  welcome1  •  Call  415-454-5238  lor  information  •  A  Project  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


Seniors  over  65  and  children  under  12  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 


Fri. 
Feb.  3 


7:30  START 
FEB.  3  ONLY 


Feb.  3,  4, 10  &  11  -  The  7th  Annual  SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival 
PAPERMILL  CREEK  ROUNDERS,  KLEPT0GRASS, 
and  HIGH  COUNTRY 


PETER  ROWAN  with  Sharon  Gilchrist 

Boulder  Acoustic  Society 

CHRIS  HILLMAN  &  HERB  PEDERSEN 

Belle  Monroe  &  Her  Brewglass  Boys 

THE  DREW  EMMITT  BAND 

Donner  Mountain  Bluegrass  Band 


8 


25th  Anniversary  Concert  with  MANRING,  KASSIN,  DARTER 
RAY  MANZAREK  &  MICHAEL  MCLURE  +  Special  Guest 


ADVANCE  TICKETS  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 
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Lauren  Lai 
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Ann  Scherbert 


Mark  Best 
MANAGING  BROKER 


EST.  1906 


1801  LOMBARD  STREET 
415.447.8800 


COIDWELI  BANKER 

PREVIEWS 

INTERNATIONAL 


®UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

23  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

PsycEiotEierapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 
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a  pleasure 
to  serve  you 


You  are  invited  to  join  the  Alliance  for  Lupus  Research 

as  we  walk  with  your  community  to  find  a  cure  for 


LUPUS 


1 00%  of  the  proceeds  from  the  ALR’s 
Walk  with  Us  to  Cure  Lupus  Walkathon  Program  support 
cutting  edge  research  into  this  debilitating  disease. 

Call  the  ALR’s  Toll-Free  Walk  Hotline  at  866-WALK-ALR  (925-5257) 
or  visit  www.lupusresearch.org  for  further  information 
about  walking,  volunteering,  or  making  a  donation. 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 


Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 


In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 


Allt<inC«  ("o*  Input  / 

Walkzwf/jUs 

TO  CtUE  tUPUS 


THE  ALLIANCE  FOR  LUPUS  RESEARCH,  a  national  voluntary  health 
organization,  is  the  largest  private  supporter  of  lupus  research. 


For  further  information  about  the  ALR’s  mission  to  prevent,  treat, 
and  cure  lupus,  call  800-867-1743,  or  visit  www.lupusresearch.org 
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Library  Closing  for 
2 -Year  Renovation 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

and  Small  invite  the  neighborhood  to 
come  take  a  last  look  at  a  much-loved  in¬ 
stitution,  named  for  Sally  Brunn,  a  Hoff¬ 
man  Avenue  resident  who  worked  tire¬ 
lessly  to  save  the  branch  in  the  1980s. 

Earthquake-Proofing  Long  Overdue 

Construction  crews  will  take  over  the 
site  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  library 
closes — nearly  17  years  after  the  deadly 
Loma  Prieta  earthquake  rattled  through 
the  Bay  Area  and  pointed  out  the  urgency 
to  upgrade  the  library. 

“I’m  thrilled  and  I’m  greatly  relieved,” 
said  Debra  Niemann,  a  neighborhood  ac¬ 
tivist  and  library  champion.  “Now  we  can 
actually  dig  dirt.” 

Niemann  said  several  local  organiza¬ 
tions  deserved  credit  for  keeping  pressure 
on  the  city.  But  she  said  District  8  Super¬ 
visor  Bevan  Dufty  played  a  major,  be¬ 
hind-the-scenes  role  in  guiding  the  pro¬ 
ject  through  financial  barriers.  “It 
wouldn’t  have  happened  except  for  Be¬ 
van  Dufty,”  said  Niemann.  “He’s  been 
with  us  every  step  of  the  way,  making 
sure  our  voices  were  heard  and  that  they 
took  us  seriously.” 

The  overhaul  will  make  the  library  less 
vulnerable  in  a  major  quake,  as  well  as 
improve  aesthetic  and  working  condi¬ 
tions  at  the  branch.  The  renovations  will 
include  seismic  strengthening,  energy- 
efficient  and  technological  upgrades,  im¬ 
provements  for  handicapped  patrons,  a 
new  full-service  elevator,  new  bath¬ 
rooms,  better  lighting  and  bookshelf 
space,  and  enhanced  work  areas  for  li¬ 
brary  staffers. 

The  remodel  will  not  tamper  with  the 
main  architectural  details  of  the  two-story 
Beaux  Arts  building,  which  has  a  Span- 
ish-style  facade  of  brick  and  terra  cotta. 
The  building  cost  $45,500  when  it  was 
completed  in  1 9 1 6  under  the  patronage  of 
philanthropist  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Following  the  1989  earthquake,  a  city 
study  found  that  the  building  posed  “a 
clear  and  present  danger” — ironically  the 
title  of  the  most  popular  book  in  the 
nation  that  year.  The  structure  received 
a  highest  possible  earthquake  hazard 


Debra  Gurriere 


REALTOR® 

YOUR  URBAN  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIALIST 

415.901.2801 

dgurriere@ubayp.com 

urban  bay 


rating  of  4. 

In  November  2000,  San  Francisco  vot¬ 
ers  approved  Proposition  A,  the  Branch 
Library  Improvement  Program  (BLIP),  a 
$105.9  million  bond  measure  to  renovate 
19  of  the  city’s  26  branches. 

Noe  Valley  residents  and  Carey  & 
Company,  an  architectural  firm  known 
for  its  historic  preservation  work,  metic¬ 
ulously  worked  out  a  retrofit  blueprint. 
But  their  endeavor  stalled  in  early  2005 
as  the  project  ran  into  financial  trouble  as 
construction  costs  escalated. 

The  delays  rolled  over  into  last  month’s 
Library  Commission  meeting,  which 
drew  about  50  Noe  Valley  residents  who 
sought  to  block  any  attempt  to  stop  the 
retrofit  or  lower  costs  by  chipping  away 
at  the  original  design. 

“There  is  not  another  alternative  but  to 
move  forward  to  keep  this  architectural 
treasure,”  Dufty  told  the  commission. 
“People  worked  hard... .to  keep  [it].” 

‘Perfect  Storin’  Swamps  Estimate 

Finance  specialists  initially  estimated 
that  the  construction  portion  of  the  $5.7 
million  project  would  total  $2,819,000. 
But  officials  were  stunned  when  they 
opened  the  contractors’  bids  two  days  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  and  found  that  the  lowest 
of  three  proposals  was  $3,770,000  (from 
L.  C.  General  Engineering  &  Construc¬ 
tion,  Inc.,  of  San  Francisco).  The  amount 
was  $950,000 — or  about  a  third — more 
than  officials  calculated  it  would  be. 

Speaking  at  the  commission  meeting, 
Marilyn  Thompson,  head  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Library’s  bond  program,  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  city  ran  into  a  “a  perfect 
storm"  of  problems:  rising  costs  of  con¬ 
crete  and  steel,  a  building  boom  in  China, 
and  Hurricane  Katrina  repair  work  that 
drained  the  pool  of  potential  contractors. 


WATCH  FOR  THE 
BOOKMOBILE 

The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Libraiy’s 
two-year  closure  for  seismic  renova¬ 
tion  doesn’t  mean  you’ll  have  to  leave 
the  neighborhood  to  find  a  copy  of 
Charlotte’s  Web  or  A  Million  Little 
Pieces.  City  officials  have  set  up 
interim  services  that  will  start  shortly 
after  the  library  closes.  They’ve  also 
extended  hours  and  services  at  other 
branches. 

The  interim  services  so  far  include: 

•o-  Bookmobile  service  on  Elizabeth 
Street  near  Diamond  (in  front  of  St. 
Philip’s  School)  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday,  10:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Preschool  story  time  and  lapsits 
held  weekly — location  pending. 

Extended  hours  at  the  Eureka 
Valley-Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555 
16th  Street  near  Market. 

•>  Hold  materials  will  be  routed  to 
the  Mission  Branch  Library,  on  24th 
near  Valencia  Street.  Patrons  can  des¬ 
ignate  a  different  pickup  location 
through  the  San  Francisco  Library’s 
web  site,  www.sfpl.org,  or  make  a 
request  at  the  service  desk  of  any 
branch. 

For  more  information  on  interim 
services,  call  557-4353. 


In  addition,  she  said  the  lack  of  an  ade¬ 
quate  staging  area  at  the  Jersey  Street  site 
and  the  building’s  historic  nature  had 
bumped  up  renovation  costs. 

“This  project,  as  designed,  will  cost 
$3.7  million,  which  is  $700  a  square  foot 
or  $200  more  than  we  planned  to  spend,” 
Thompson  told  commissioners. 

She  noted  that  bid  prices  were  good 
only  until  Feb.  20,  and  the  library’s  build¬ 


ing  permit  application  was  set  to  expire 
in  April. 

Thompson  gave  the  commission  three 
options: 

•  Put  the  project  up  for  another  round 
of  bidding. 

•  Redesign  the  project  and  dramatically 
cut  back  the  scope  of  the  renovations. 

•  Find  funds  to  pay  for  the  extra  costs 
and  complete  the  renovations  as  initially 
designed. 

Residents  Say  Spend  the  Money 

City  Librarian  Luis  Herrera  urged  the 
commission  to  dip  into  the  bond  pro¬ 
gram’s  emergency  reserve  fund  and  get 
on  with  the  renovations  now.  But  with 
many  other  libraries  preparing  for  reno¬ 
vations  and  facing  possible  higher  costs, 
several  commissioners  said  they  were 
worried  about  setting  a  precedent  of  us¬ 
ing  reserve  funds.  Yet  they  acknowledged 
that  the  Noe  Valley  project  had  been  in 
limbo  far  too  long. 

Before  making  its  decision,  the  com¬ 
mission  got  an  earful  from  Noe  Valley 
residents. 

"The  library  is  not  just  for  kids.  All  of 
us  baby  boomers  will  be  happy  in  20 
years  to  have  that  library  to  go  to,”  said 
Georgia  Schuttish,  a  Duncan  Street  resi¬ 
dent  who  moved  into  the  neighborhood  in 
1986. 

Schuttish  said  delaying  the  work 
would  cost  more  in  the  future  and  that  the 
commission  "might  as  well  go  ahead  and 
spend  the  money  now  and  get  it  done.” 

David  Brodwin,  another  longtime  res¬ 
ident,  agreed.  “It  pains  me  to  see  the  mess 
we’re  in,”  he  said.  “You  can’t  increment 
your  way  out  of  this.  We’ve  got  to  get  out 
of  this  loop,”  and  “we’ve  got  to  do  it  now.” 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  the  “do  it  now” 
forces  were  persuasive,  and  the  commis¬ 
sion  voted  to  extract  an  additional 
$825,000  from  the  reserve  fund.  (The  full 
$950,000  was  not  necessary,  since  Her¬ 
rera  had  removed  several  minor  items 
from  the  renovation  plans  prior  to  the 
meeting.) 

The  project  is  now  expected  to  total 
$5.7  million — $3.7  million  for  construc¬ 
tion  and  $2  million  in  other  costs,  such  as 
hazardous  material  abatement,  architect 
fees,  and  permits. 

Let’s  hope  the  renovations  will  be 
worth  every  penny.  □ 
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Antiques  &  £>eautiful  Things 
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Italian  f* ewter.  D rench  Gl  assware. 
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Culti  £)ath  ]_  ine.  Doux  Guaps. 
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We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 


Ladybug  Ladybug 


Baby  Jak 
Shouting  Violet 


Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 


Spotbear 

Productions 


3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


Glug  Baby 
Lisa's  Garden 
Lotus 


A  lice's 

restaurant 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  —  9:15  p.m. 


Active  Release  Techniques  |  Massage  Therapy 
Complete  Chiropractic  Care  |  Rolfing 
Progressive  Rehabilitation  1  Meridian  Stretching 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SPECIALTIES 

•  Homestyle  Cooking 

•  Family  Friendly 

•  Serving  Breakfast 
All  Day 

Featuring  Homemade 
Soups,  Niman  Ranch 
Burgers,  Fish  &  Chips 

Take  Out  Available 


Open  Monday  thru  Saturday  9  am  -  9  pm 
Sundays  9  am  -  5  pm 


3853  24th  Street  @  Vicksburg 
415  282-1213 


REAL  ESTATE 

Each  office  independently  owned  and  operated 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1 679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  648-7355 

www.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email:  bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee.  Payable  only  when  property  is  sold. 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers,  Call  for  a  Free  Consultation  Today! 

-  Buyers,  Call  to  Hear  about  our  Current  Listings! 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  provided. 


Suzanne  Frank  Jennifer  A.  Kauffman  , 
695-0552x131  695-0552  x  181  i 

www.suzannefrank.com www.jaksf.com  J 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 


First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  or  to 
reserve  a  seat  please  call:  695-0552 
and  ask  for  BUYERS  SEMINAR 


Z 
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Ruth  Brinker’s 
Gift:  Open  Hand 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

meals,  groceries,  and  nutrition  counseling 
to  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  Twenty  years 
ago.  Open  Hand  served  only  those  stricken 
with  AIDS.  But  beginning  in  2000,  the  or¬ 
ganization  expanded  its  eligibility  require¬ 
ments  to  include  all  homebound  and  crit¬ 
ically  ill  Bay  Area  residents.  Cities  around 
the  world  have  since  modeled  similar  pro¬ 
grams  after  Project  Open  Hand. 

Brinker,  who  is  a  2005  recipient  of  a 
Jefferson  Award  for  public  service,  lived 
in  Bernal  Heights  for  many  years,  but 
spent  last  fall  living  in  Noe  Valley  with 
her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Lisa  and 
Patrick  Monk,  after  a  fire  damaged  her 
longtime  residence.  In  December  2005, 
Brinker  relocated  to  the  Laguna  Grove 
Care  Senior  Community  in  Hayes  Valley. 

At  first  glance,  Brinker  may  seem  an 
unlikely  leader  in  the  fight  against 
HIV/AIDS.  Petite  with  a  wholesome  look 


that  initially  conceals  her  feisty  sense  of 
humor,  Brinker  was  already  a  retired 
grandmother  and  widow  when  she  started 
Project  Open  Hand  in  1985.  She  had  lit¬ 
tle  money  to  spare.  Her  only  business  ex¬ 
perience  came  from  the  several  years  she 
spent  running  her  own  antique  shop.  But 
she  had  volunteered  for  Meals  on  Wheels, 
and  she  knew  how  to  cook. 

“I  have  to  thank  my  previous  hus¬ 
band,”  Brinker  says  with  her  characteris¬ 
tic  wit.  “He  never  made  any  money,  but 
he  always  insisted  on  eating  delicious 
meals.  I  have  to  thank  him,  because  he 
brought  me  up  to  be  a  good  cook.” 

Brinker  made  the  decision  to  start  de¬ 
livering  meals  to  a  small  number  of  clients 
after  realizing  that  many  of  the  city’s  gay 
men,  a  community  she’d  gotten  to  know 
through  chatting  with  regular  customers 
at  her  antique  shop,  were  dying  not  only 
from  a  little  understood  disease  called 
AIDS,  but  also  from  added  complications 
brought  on  by  malnutrition. 

At  a  time  when  many  people  were  afraid 
to  be  in  the  same  room  with  someone  di¬ 
agnosed  with  AIDS,  Brinker  felt  no  fear. 

“1  knew  that  I  didn't  know  much  about 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 
Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espahol 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Specializing  in  Curry 


Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  —  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  -  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


Castro  Computer  Services 

http://uvvw.castrocomputerservices.com 

•  ON-SITE/ IN-SHOP 

•  NETWORKING 

•  MRUS  REMOVAL 

•  MAINTENANCE/ UPGRADES 

•  SECURITWOPmnZATION 

•  DATA  BACKUP/RECOVERY 

•  CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 

Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

betxveen  24th  and  Jersey  Street  Frafctsionai 

Store  Hours 
Mon-Fri  9:OOara-5:3Qf>in 
Sat-Sun  9:00am5:0t)pm 


Mac 


[AIDS],  and  1  knew  that  the  people  who 
were  supposed  to  understand  these  things 
also  didn’t  know  much  about  it.  All  1 
could  do  was  follow  my  gut,”  she  says. 

A  few  months  after  she  began  cooking 
and  delivering  meals,  Brinker  was  able  to 
move  Project  Open  Hand  into  a  local 
church  and  start  enlisting  volunteers. 
Within  three  years,  what  began  as  one 
woman’s  attempt  to  nurture  and  care  for 
people  with  HIV/AIDS  had  grown  into  an 
organization  serving  500  meals  a  day. 

Today  Project  Open  Hand’s  Polk  Street 
headquarters  houses  a  kitchen  and  food 
bank,  and  offers' nutrition  education  ser¬ 
vices  to  clients.  A  second  kitchen  in  Oak¬ 
land  serves  homebound  and  critically  ill 
Alameda  County  residents.  The  organi¬ 
zation  also  serves  lunch  to  seniors  in  over 
20  San  Francisco  locations. 

Looking  back  on  Project  Open  Hand’s 
incredible  journey,  Brinker  says  she  never 
anticipated  the  program’s  success. 

“1  was  really  surprised  at  how  it  ex¬ 
panded  and  how  appreciative  people 
were,”  she  says. 

She  is  especially  proud  that  places  out¬ 
side  of  San  Francisco,  including  some 


European  countries,  have  developed  their 
own  meal  delivery  programs  for  people 
with  HIV/AIDS  based  on  Project  Open 
Hand’s  model. 

While  Brinker  is  recognized  for  creat¬ 
ing  a  revolutionary  program  that  has 
grown  immensely  over  the  past  two 
decades  and  served  millions  of  meals  to 
people  in  need,  she  still  views  the  project 
with  refreshing  simplicity. 

Brinker  says,  “I  always  try  to  do  things 
that  need  to  be  done,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  this  needed  to  be  done,  and  I  did  it.” 

□ 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
•  Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


Martha 

^tBros. 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


S  I  N  (  (  19  8  7 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1  166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Try  Our  New 

FAIR  TRADE  Blend 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


$1  OFF  ANY 
1  LB.  OF  COFFEE 

(except  those  on  sale) 

February  only,  with  this  ad 
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Mailbox  Rentals 
Color  Copies 
Black  &  White  Copies 
UPS  /  FEDEX  /  DHL 
FAX 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Laminating 
Custom  Packing 
Binding 


Shipping  and  Moving  Supplies 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC® 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  »_Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Make  a 
Difference! 

Volunteer  to 
Become  a 
Long-Term  Care 
Ombudsman. 


Call  1-800-510-2020  www.aging.ca.gov 


A*  \  T 

«  i?.>v  rs 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 


Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542  License  #  706747 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com  Quality  construction  since  1985 


Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional:  Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
Experienced:  15  years  in  real  estate;  Duke  MBA 
Local:  Noe  Valley  Homeowner 

Competitive:  Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Countrywide. 


contact: 

Luis  Gervasi 
415.255.6679 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

800  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 17 
www  vanguardsf.com 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

ALWAYS  ON  THE  FOREFRONT 


Luts  Gervasi 


REALTOR* 


Helping  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  every  market 
Call  me  today  for  your  FREE  market  analysis 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Home  Sellers  Had  Fun 
Over  the  Holidays 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

In  what  is  likely  to  be  its  last  hurrah,  Noe 
Valley’s  housing  market  staged  a  daz¬ 
zling  sales  performance  at  the  end  of 2005. 

Eager  homebuyers  closed  escrow  on 
32  detached  homes  during  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year,  according  to  sales 
data  provided  to  the  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real 
Estate.  Nineteen  homes  sold  during  the 
2004  November-December  period. 

The  most  recent  November-December 
total  was  the  highest  since  33  homes  sold 
at  the  end  of  2001,  when  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  nascent  real  estate  boom  was  just 
starting  to  grab  attention.  The  sales  data 
shows,  however,  that  soaring  prices  and 
a  gradual  rise  in  interest  rates  may  finally 
be  putting  the  brakes  on  the  five-year  run. 

Homes  took  a  week  or  two  longer  to  sell, 
and  buyers  were  a  tad  less  eager  to  offer 
the  shirt  off  their  backs.  They  paid  an  av¬ 
erage  6  percent  more  than  the  sellers’  ask¬ 
ing  price  in  December,  and  9  percent 
more  in  November— not  the  12  to  15  per¬ 
cent  premiums  buyers  were  willing  to  pay 
during  much  of  2005 's  red-hot  market. 

“We’re  watching  the  days-on-market 
slowly  increase,”  said  Randall  Kostick, 
Zephyr’s  general  sales  manager.  “It’s  an 
indication  things  aren’t  quite  as  fast  and 
furious  as  they  were.” 

Without  a  doubt,  buyers  still  are  throw¬ 
ing  extra  money  at  Noe  Valley’s  more  de¬ 
sirable  properties.  But  for  the  most  part, 
“people  are  buying  at  asking  or  below 
asking”  prices. 

The  hefty  load  of  year-end  closings  in¬ 
volved  sales  that  were  initiated  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October.  Those  were  the 
months  when  a  large  number  of  sellers  be¬ 


gan  to  put  their  properties  on  the  market. 

“There  were  a  lot  of  sellers  [in  the  past] 
who  said,  ‘I  don’t  want  to  sell  because  the 
market  is  going  up.’  Now  they’re  getting 
the  message  that  things  aren’t  quite  as 
crazy  and  that  now  is  the  time  to  sell,” 
Kostick  said. 

The  more  bountiful  supply  of  homes 
last  fall  meshed  nicely  with  the  ongoing 
demand  from  shoppers,  who  also  sensed 
that  the  rampant  appreciation  had  slowed. 

“We’ve  got  interest  rates  that  are  still 
[relatively]  low,  buyers  who’ve  wanted  to 
buy  for  the  longest  time,  and  all  these 
properties  became  available,”  Kostick 
said,  "and  they  were  buying.” 

Not  that  prices  were  anywhere  near  the 
bargain  basement.  Buyers  in  December 
paid  an  average  $1.2  million  for  a  Noe 
Valley  home  and  nearly  $1.5  million  in 
November.  December’s  costliest  residen¬ 
tial  property  was  a  four-bedroom,  3 '/2- 
bath  home  in  the  first  block  of  27th  Street, 
between  Dolores  and  Guerrero  streets.  It 
sold  in  exactly  three  weeks  for  slightly 
more  than  $2.1  million — or  11  percent 
more  than  the  asking  price.  The  most  ex¬ 
pensive  detached  home  sold  in  Novem¬ 
ber  was  a  four-bedroom,  two-bath  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  100  block  of  Vicksburg 
Street,  between  23rd  and  Elizabeth 
streets.  The  home  also  closed  in  2 1  days 
with  a  sales  price  of  nearly  $1.5  million. 

The  Zephyr  sales  data  shows  23  con¬ 
dominiums  closed  escrow  in  November 
and  December  of  last  year,  compared 
with  13  sales  during  the  same  period  in 
2004.  A  three-bedroom,  2  '/2-bath  unit 
with  1 ,500  square  feet,  located  in  the  900 
block  of  Elizabeth  Street,  between  Hoff¬ 
man  and  Grand  View  avenues,  sold  in  De¬ 
cember  for  $1.5  million.  It  was  the 
month’s  most  expensive  condo.  The 
costliest  November  sale  was  a  three-bed- 
room,  2 '/2-bath  unit  with  1,500  square 
feet,  located  in  the  200  block  of  Grand 
View,  between  21st  and  22nd  streets.  It 
sold  in  November  for  $1,350,000. 

December  also  featured  a  sales  rarity. 
A  26-unit  apartment  building  sold  for 
$6.6  million.  The  building  is  located  in 
the  600  block  of  Alvarado  Street,  be¬ 
tween  Castro  and  Diamond  streets.  □ 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  Landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

415  821  3760 

www. jmoyer landscaping,  com 

LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050  PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  853919 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Total  Sales 

No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Dec.  2005 

15 

$675,000 

$2,145,000 

$1,203,533 

37 

106% 

Nov.  2005 

17 

$860,000 

$1,465,000 

$1,145,370 

28 

109% 

Dec.  2004 

7 

$675,000 

$1,430,000 

$1,074,286 

22 

110% 

Nov.  2004 

12 

$685,000 

$1,625,000 

$1,132,042 

29 

110% 

Condominiums 

Dec.  2005 

14 

$575,000 

$1,510,000 

$890,321 

42 

105% 

Nov.  2005 

9 

$392,000 

$1,350,000 

$949,944 

20 

112% 

Dec.  2004 

2 

$1,135,000 

$1,353,000 

$1,244,000 

18 

116% 

Nov.  2004 

11 

$387,500 

$1,270,000 

$862,591 

35 

108% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2005 

4 

$937,500 

$1,716,888 

$1,233,597 

56 

106% 

Nov.  2005 

4 

$1,200,000 

$1,806,000 

$1,499,262 

22 

102% 

Dec.  2004 

2 

$1,350,000 

$1,535,000 

$1,442,500 

92 

100% 

Nov.  2004 

1 

$1,301,000 

$1,301,000 

$1,301,000 

38 

100% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2005 

1 

$6,160,000 

$6,160,000 

$6,160,000 

99 

104% 

Nov.  2005 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey.  Noe 
Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  NW2/06 

Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
January  2006 

Average 

January  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

5 

$  995 -$1,200 

$1,078 /mo. 

$1,208/ mo. 

1 -bedroom 

14 

$1,250 -$1,975 

$1,575 /mo. 

$1,532 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

14 

$1,900 -$2,995 

$2,399 /mo. 

$2,521  /  mo. 

3-bedroom 

12 

$2,300  -  $4,000 

$2,963 /mo. 

$2,600  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

4 

$3,900-  $7,500 

$5,150 /mo. 

$4,950 /mo. 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a 
Jan.  10-17,2006. 

sample  of  49  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  www.craigslist.com 

NW  2/06 
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BLISS  B  y\  IL 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  § 

£•  Z 

$  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Feast  your  senses  with  our  delectable  Chinese  foods, 
fantastic  Asian  cocktails  and  warm,  friendly  atmosphere! 


GRAND  OPENING! 


VtfU  P JppflT 

415-695-7678 

415-695-7679 

Fine  Chinese  Dining  •  Szechuan  •  Hunan  •  Mandarin 

3601  26th  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  near  Valencia 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
1 1 :00  a  m.  -  10:00  p.m. 

We  accept  reservations  and  provide  catering. 
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Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 


For  Problems  With... 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . 415-241-WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  potholes@ci.sfca. us . 415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 

www.ci.sf.ca.usl sfdpwl  trees .  415-695-2017 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out .  415-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs . 415-554-9780 

Abandoned  Vehicles . 415-553-9817 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 415-553-1200 

Someone  Needing  Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . 415-431-7400 

Homeless  Needing  Help  (link  to  services) . sfpdhomeless@sbcglobal.net 

Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works 

undergrounding@sfgov.org . 415-554-4860 

Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 

Other  Handy  Numbers 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services . 415-558-711 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Duffy . 415-554-6968 


Thank  you.  fellow  citizens  and  public  servants,  for  keeping  the  neighborhood  spiffs. 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Lorenzo 

\ 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 

. 

-Foundations 

-Additions 

(415)  642-5800 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 

'MMmagm 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  comer  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


nr-*1*-1*1  ■ 
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Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24*^  St.  4I5“282~49^9 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 


SF  Chronicle  Top  too  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

1186  Noe  Street  •  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 


finger  %are[s  of  <B.g.  Tiroubi  &  Co.  Realty 


25  +  Tears  of  “Experience 
Serving  San  Erancisco 
“Buyers  and  Seders 


twe@aol.com 


Nomad  Rugs 


natuRally  6ye6  ruqs 


.Antique  w  ucr 
C  oil  temporary 
lrilial 


3775  24 ill  SlRI-KT 
415.401.8833 


2  006! 


Thc^VallcN  Voice 

We  Begin 


'.**  n..<4n<w>' 


Since  1977 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and  other 
police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The 
neighborhood  straddles  two  police  districts,  so 
the  December  2005  crime  log  was  culled  from 
incident  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  Ingleside 
police  stations. 

Friday,  Dec.  2 

Theft  by  Use  of  Credit  Card:  Reported  3 
p.m.,  200  block  of  Jersey  Street 
Warrant  Arrest:  Reported  9:16  p.m.,  24th 
and  Vicksburg  streets;  arrest,  booked 

Saturday,  Dec.  3 

Malicious  Mischief,  Graffiti:  Reported  1 1 
a.m.  and  10:30  p.m.,  Vicksburg  and  22nd  streets 

Sunday,  Dec.  4 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  5 
p.m.,  200  block  of  30th  Street 

Burglary,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported  5  p.m., 
3700  block  of  26th  Street 

Battery:  Reported  9:30  p.m.,  800  block  of 
Diamond  Street 

Monday,  Dec.  5 

Lost  Property:  Reported  noon,  Clipper  and 
Castro  streets 

Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  4  p.m., 
3900  block  of  24th  Street 

Wednesday,  Dec.  7 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
12:55  a.m.,  300  block  of  Vicksburg  Street 
Injury  Inflicted  on  Cohabitee:  Reported 
6:54  a.m.,  600  block  of  Clipper  Street;  arrest, 
booked 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  8  a.m.,  San  Jose 
Avenue  and  Valley  Street;  arrest 
Traffic  Violation:  Reported  8:02  a.m.,  San 
Jose  Avenue  and  29th  Street;  arrest 

Suspended  or  Revoked  Driver’s  License: 
Reported  8:41  a.m.,  27th  and  Dolores  streets; 
arrest 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  9  a.m.,  San  Jose 
Avenue  and  Valley  Street;  arrest 
Traffic  Violation:  Reported  9:20  a.m.,  San 
Jose  Avenue  and  Valley  Street;  arrest 

Traffic  Violation/Resisting  Arrest:  Reported 
9:50  a.m.,  26th  and  Church  streets;  arrest 
Traffic  Violation:  Reported  4:30  p.m.,  Guer¬ 
rero  and  28th  streets;  arrest 

Thursday,  Dec.  8 

Theft  by  Use  of  Credit  Card:  Reported 
12:01  a.m.,  2000  block  of  Castro  Street 
Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  7:30  a.m.,  first  block  of  Jersey 
Street 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  9 
p.m.,  3800  block  of  24th  Street 


SAFETY  TIP 

From  Lt.  Sharon  McNally 
Mission  Station 

Always  be  aware  of  your  surroundings. 
Make  sure  you  see  someone  who  may  be 
approaching  you.  If  you  gel  a  bad  feeling 
about  someone,  cross  the  street,  go  into  an 
open  establishment,  or  just  move  away 
from  the  subject.  Make  eye  contact  with 
them.  Most  criminals  rely  on  the  element  of 
surprise.  Once  you  make  eye  contact,  the 
surprise  is  gone  and  they  may  wait  and 
choose  another  victim. 


Friday,  Dec.  9 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1 :05  a.m.,  Dolores  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets 
Aggravated  Assault  with  a  Deadly  Weapon: 
Reported  8:50  a.m.,  3600  block  of  24th  Street 
Battery:  Reported  9  a.m.,  1200  block  of 
Noe  Street 

Missing  Adult:  Reported  11  a.m.,  1400 
block  of  Guerrero  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  8 
p.m.,  1400  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House.  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  1 1 :30  p.m.,  700  block  of  Castro 
Street 

Saturday,  Dec.  10 

Miscellaneous  Investigation:  Reported 
8:40  a.m.,  200  block  of  Day  Street 

Disturbing  the  Peace:  Reported  4  p.m., 
1300  block  of  Church  Street 
Stolen  Truck:  Reported  6  p.m.,  Noe  and 
Day  streets 

Monday,  Dec.  12 

Felony  Check  Forgery:  Reported  11:30 
a.m.,  2000  block  of  Castro  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
9  p.m.,  Noe  and  24th  streets 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  10 
p.m.,  Valley  and  Church  streets 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House.  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  10:12  p.m.,  600  block  of  Grand 
View  Avenue 

Tuesday,  Dec.  13 

Death  Report,  Cause  Unknown:  Reported 
3  a.m.,  300  block  of  28th  Street 

False  ID  to  Peace  Officer/Driver’s  License 
Suspended  or  Revoked:  Reported  7  p.m.,  Do¬ 
lores  and  30th  streets;  arrest 

Wednesday,  Dec.  14 

Possession  of  Narcotics  Paraphernalia:  Re¬ 
ported  9:30  a.m.,  600  block  of  Dolores  Street; 
arrest,  booked 

Domestic  Violence/Suspicious  Occurrence: 
Reported  5:03  p.m.,  200  block  of  Castro  Street 
Battery:  Reported  7: 16  p.m.,  3900  block  of 
24th  Street;  arrest 

Thursday,  Dec.  15 

Petty  Theft  from  Unlocked  Auto:  Reported 
1 1 :30  a.m.,  3700  block  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  12:30  p.m.,  4(H)  block  of  Colling- 
wood  Street 

Petty  Theft,  Shoplifting:  Reported  4  p.m., 
3900  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest 
Trespassing:  Reported  6:10  p.m.,  2000 
block  of  Castro  Street 

Friday,  Dec.  16 

False  Evidence  of  Vehicle  Registration:  Re¬ 
ported  9:58  a.m.,  4000  block  of  25th  Street 
Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  2 
p.m.,  300  block  of  Eureka  Street 
Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  5:20 
p.m.,  500  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Saturday,  Dec.  17 

Death  Report,  Natural  Causes:  Reported 
2:30  p.m.,  400  block  of  30th  Street 

Sunday,  Dec.  18 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported 
10:30  p.m.,  3500  block  of  2 1st  Street 

Monday,  Dec.  19 

Lost  Property:  Reported  2  p.m.,  500  block 
of  San  Jose  Avenue 

Lost  Property:  Reported  3  p.m..  Church  and 
29th  streets 

Lost  Property:  Reported  4  p.m.,  24th  and 
Noe  streets 

Possession  of  Narcotics  Paraphernalia/ 
False  ID  to  Peace  Officer/Warrant  Arrest:  Re¬ 
ported  5:26  p.m..  Church  and  29th  streets;  ar¬ 
rest,  booked 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto;  Reported 
9  p.m.,  300  block  of  Valley  Street 

Tuesday,  Dec.  20 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  3:08 


PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 


Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


a.m.,  Hoffman  Avenue  and  24th  Street 
Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  1 1  a.m., 
Noe  and  23rd  streets 

Make  or  Pass  Fictitious  Checks:  Reported 
noon,  600  block  of  Duncan  Street;  prosecuted 
by  outside  agency 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7  p.m.,  700  block  of  Noe  Street 

Wednesday,  Dec.  21 

Theft  by  Use  of  Credit  Card:  Reported  10 
a.m.,  800  Elizabeth  Street 

Burglary,  Unlawful  Entry:  Reported  4:15 
p.m.,  1200  block  of  Noe  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
10  p.m.,  24th  and  Vicksburg  streets 

Friday,  Dec.  23 

Missing  Adult:  Reported  12:30  p.m.,  400 
block  of  30th  Street 

Strongarm  Robbery  on  the  Street:  Reported 
1 1 :07  p.m.,  24th  and  Guerrero  streets 

Saturday,  Dec.  24 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  5:30  a.m.,  3900  block  of  22nd  Street 

Sunday,  Dec.  25 

Lost  Property /Theft  by  Use  of  Credit  Card: 
Reported  2:30  a.m. ,  1 400  block  of  Castro  Street 
Petty  Theft  from  Unlocked  Auto:  Reported 
1  p.m.,  Duncan  and  Church  streets 
Aggravated  Assault  with  Bodily  Force:  Re¬ 
ported  2:55  p.m.,  22nd  and  Noe  streets 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  5:25 
p.m.,  600  block  of  Castro  Street 

Tuesday,  Dec.  27 

Possession  of  Firecrackers:  Reported  2:30 
p.m.,  600  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Wednesday,  Dec.  28 

Embezzlement,  Petty  Theft:  Reported  9 
p.m.,  400  block  of  Hoffman  Avenue 

Thursday,  Dec.  29 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
4  p.m.,  22nd  and  Church  streets 

Threats  Against  Life/Resisting  Arrest:  Re¬ 
ported  9  p.m.,  600  block  of  San  Jose  Avenue; 
arrest,  booked 

Friday,  Dec.  30 

Vandalism  of  Vehicles:  Reported  8:30  p.m., 
Guerrero  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets 

Saturday,  Dec.  31 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 


6:18  a.m.,  21st  and  Sanchez  streets 

Injury  Inflicted  on  Cohabitee:  Reported 
12:43  p.m.,  100  block  of  Jersey  Street;  arrest, 
booked 

Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  5  p.m.,  3600  block  of  23rd  Street 
Vandalism  of  Vehicles:  Reported  9  p.m., 
500  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Obscene  Phone  Calls,  Threats  Against  Life: 
Reported  11:57  p.m.,  4200  block  of  24th 
Street 

The  Voice  thanks  Police  Officer  Andrew 
Macllrath  for  providing  incident  reports  for 
this  month's  Police  Beat.  The  reports  were 
sorted  by  Voice  staffer  Karol  Barske. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants 
are  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  the 
Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at 
Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose 
Avenue.  Mission  community  meetings 
are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630 
Valencia  Street  near  1 7th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the 
Mission  Police  District)  may  phone 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mail 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca. us.  To 
report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or 
other  crimes,  call  Mission  Station’s  hot¬ 
line  at  575-4444.  For  online  reporting, 
go  to  www.sfgov.orglsitelpolice. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sfca. us. 

The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Sta¬ 
tion’s  daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail 
Captain  Paul  Chignell  at  Paul  Chignell 
@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency  situa¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco,  call  553-0123. 


LAW  OFFICES 


Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

‘Living'  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 

PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 

Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

A  ttorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best l 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 

www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 


Sue  Bowie 

Top  1%  Nationally 


(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Two  Services  -  One  Fee 


Attorney 

Prepare,  review  and  analyze 
agreements,  contracts,  escrows, 
mortgages,  leases,  title  issues, 
and  other  real  estate  matters. 

Broker 

Residential  Sales  &  Leasing 
Commercial  Sales  &  Leasing 

For  Listing  Specials: 

www.tsanglaw.com 

Kenneth  B.  Tsang,  Esq. 
(415)  543-3105 


TSANG 


REAL  ESTATE 


Real  Plumbing 

and  Heating,  Inc. 

www.realplumbing.net 


Residential  & 
Commercial 

CA  LICENSE  #838680 


Get  Real! 


COMPLETE  PLUMBING  REPAIR 
DRAIN  &  SEWER  CLEANING 
HEATING  &  FURNACE  REPAIRS 

P.O.  BOX  40400 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94140 

(415)  282-1147 

FAX;  (415)  282-3390 
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Fine  Chinese  Dim  Sum  &  Dinner 


3 u 


Sun.  -  Wed.  11  a.m.  to  11  p.m. 

Thurs.  -  Sat.  11  a.m.  to  Midnight 

3170  16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Tel:  (415)  863-8100  •  Fax:(415)863-1189 

©OSBDCa]  ©raSDOBDOG] 


FREE  DELIVERY 
DINNER  TO  GO  10%  OFF 


Svperior 

Servke 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  1979 


BBB 

T®~ 


Now  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 


2233  Harrison  St./ 18th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 
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uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 
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designing  spaces 
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for  outdoor  living 

1 

Jude  Hellewell.  CA  tic. #41  86 
Tel  4  1  5.6  4  3.  1  8  4  0  ■ 


Laura  White 


www.outerspacela.com 
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NOE  NERT  TRAINING  IN  MARCH 

The  Neighborhood  Emergency  Response  Team  (NERT),  a  San  Francisco  Fire 
Department  program  created  after  the  1989  Loma  Prieta  earthquake,  aims  to 
prepare  residents  to  help  themselves  during  the  crucial  first  72  hours  after  a  dis¬ 
aster.  NERT  offers  free  disaster-preparedness  training  on  a  rotating  basis  in 
neighborhoods  throughout  the  city. 

The  next  NERT  training  in  Noe  Valley  will  begin  March  4  and  continue  for 
three  consecutive  Saturdays,  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  Street. 

If  weekday  evenings  better  suit  your  schedule,  another  nearby  class  will  start 
Feb.  27  and  run  for  six  consecutive  Mondays  from  6  to  9  p.m.  at  Dolores  Plaza 
Condominiums,  1839  15th  Street,  between  Dolores  and  Guerrero. 

The  18-hour  training  covers  earthquake  awareness,  hazard  mitigation,  fire 
suppression,  first  aid,  light  search  and  rescue,  and  team  organization.  Each  train¬ 
ing  ends  with  a  hands-on  skills  practice. 

To  sign  up  or  get  more  information,  visit  the  NERT  web  site  at  www.sfgov 
.orglsffdnert  or  contact  Noe  Valley  NERT  coordinator  Maxine  Fasulis  at  415- 
641-5536. 


Learn  How  to 
Put  Out  Fires 

(Set  by  the  SFFD) 

If  you  see  a  group  of  people  deliberately 
setting  fires  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’ 
Market  this  month,  don’t  worry — they’re 
not  arsonists.  They’re  actually  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  firefighters  out  to  teach  Noe  Valley 
residents  a  valuable  safety  lesson. 

The  unusual  occasion  is  the  kickoff  to 
a  yearlong  campaign  to  help  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  become  better  prepared  to 
fend  for  themselves  in  the  event  of  a  nat¬ 
ural  or  man-made  disaster. 

The  self-help  campaign  is  the  brain¬ 
child  of  the  Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee  (NVPC),  which  was  formed 
in  October  as  an  offshoot  of  the  residents 
group  Friends  of  Noe  Valley.  The  com¬ 
mittee  hopes  to  help  neighbors  take  a  step- 
by-step  approach  to  disaster  readiness. 

“We’re  encouraging  people  to  focus  on 
one  thing  each  month,”  said  project  coor¬ 
dinator  Mindy  Kershner. 

Each  of  10  months  during  2006,  the 
committee  will  highlight  one  aspect  of  a 
personal  preparedness  plan — such  as 
stocking  an  earthquake  kit,  knowing  how 
to  reach  family  and  elderly  neighbors,  or 
getting  up  to  speed  on  CPR  and  other 
first-aid  skills. 

February — which  the  group  has 
dubbed  “Light  My  Fire  and  Put  It  Out 
Safely  Month” — will  center  on  fire  ex¬ 
tinguishers.  And  firefighters  working 
with  the  citywide  Neighborhood  Emer¬ 
gency  Response  Team  (NERT)  program 
will  be  the  featured  public  attraction. 

The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department 
will  set  small  blazes  and  then  give  resi¬ 
dents— from  kids  to  seniors — an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  put  them  out.  Representatives 


from  the  Arrow  Fire  Protection  Co.  will 
be  on  hand  to  demonstrate  how  to  use  a 
fire  extinguisher. 

“Even  if  you  think  you  know  how  to 
work  one,  it  feels  different  when  you  ac¬ 
tually  do  it,”  said  Kershner. 

The  tutorial  will  take  place  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Feb.  25,  at  1 1  a.m.  sharp,  at  the  mini¬ 
park  near  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Mar¬ 
ket,  on  24th  Street  between  Vicksburg 
and  Sanchez  streets. 

Also  as  part  of  the  event,  the  Pre¬ 
paredness  Committee  has  arranged  for 
Tuggey’s  Hardware,  located  nearby  at 
3885  24th  Street,  to  stock  extra  home  fire 
extinguishers,  of  the  type  recommended 
by  the  Fire  Department  (10-pound  “3A- 
40-BC”  extinguishers  with  a  hose  and 
metal  top). 

“The  very  small  ones  might  be  good 


for  a  small  kitchen  fire,  but  you  really 
need  something  more  powerful  to  do  the 
job  for  more  serious  events,”  said  Kersh¬ 
ner.  The  extinguishers  cost  around  $30, 
she  said. 

Participants  can  also  bring  their  own 
extinguishers,  which  the  fire  experts  will 


check  to  see  if  they’re  in  good  working 
order.  There  will  be  information  on  how 
to  refill  an  extinguisher  and  about  an  up¬ 
coming  NERT  Training  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  (see  sidebar). 

Meanwhile,  the  Preparedness  Com¬ 
mittee  will  start  planning  its  March  event, 
as  well  as  continue  to  seek  information 
about  neighborhood  readiness  from  local 
schools,  businesses,  and  community 
groups. 

The  committee  wants  to  find  out  what 
kind  of  preparedness  plans  other  groups 
already  have  and  whether  they  mesh  well, 
or  are  in  conflict  with  one  another.  One 
potential  conflict  has  centered  on  the 
James  Lick  Middle  School  parking  lot, 
Kershner  said.  The  Noe  Valley  NERT 
team  plans  to  use  the  parking  lot  as  its  pri¬ 
mary  post-disaster  staging  area.  But  the 
school  also  expects  to  use  the  same  spot 
to  gather  its  students.  Further,  city  experts 
have  warned  that  the  lot’s  retaining  wall 
could  collapse  in  a  major  earthquake. 

“We’re  trying  to  pinpoint  any  trouble 
spots,”  Kershner  said. 

If  you'd  like  to  join  the  effort,  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee  will  be  Feb.  13,  at  6:30  p.m. 
Contact  Kershner  at  377-3890  or  e-mail 
mindytower@aol.com  for  the  meeting  lo¬ 
cation.  All  neighborhood  residents  are 
welcome.  □ 
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instruction 

remodeling  .  kitchens  .  baths 
(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstructionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 

Value  Your  Vacation? 

Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


♦  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 

♦  Art  & 
Architecture 
Tours 

♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


CST  #2052962-40 


Value  Vacation 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 


Love  to  cook?  Why  go  downtown? 


Everything  you  love  is  here  in  your  neighborhood. 

Bauer  Pottery  All-Clad  Cookware 


Wine  Glasses 
Global  Knives 
ClickClacks 
Cookbooks 


KitchenAid  Electrics 
Mighty  Leaf  Tea 
Le  Creuset 
Bamboo  Boards 
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And  of  course  we  have  a  full  selection  of  Valentine’s  Day 
cookie  cutters,  sugars,  decorations  &  other  fun  items. 

We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  1309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

Boulevard  (415)  647-2665 


NOE’S  BAR 


Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 


Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 


415-282-4007 


ArtExplosion 


. 


1  -877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  1 1 :00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


Artist  6 

6tfrrtina  &t  $1?X/fa,on 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425  17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 
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My  Surprise  Gift, 
Fangs  Included 

By  Patrick  Letellier 

I  got  a  tarantula  for  Christmas.  It 
wasn’t  exactly  the  gift  I  was  expect¬ 
ing,  but  since  I’ve  always  loved 
insects  and  other  critters,  my  partner 
Keith,  bless  his  heart,  bought  me  a  giant 
spider,  complete  with  hairy  legs,  fangs, 
and  venom. 

“Be  very  gentle  opening  this,”  he 
said,  his  bright  eyes  flashing,  the  brown 
paper  bag  between  us  on  the  kitchen 
counter.  I  was  suddenly  sure  I  was  get¬ 
ting  exquisite  glassware,  very  colorful, 
or  an  Italian  marble  sculpture — a  rutting 
bull  perhaps,  or  the  Pieta.  Not  that  he'd 
given  me  anything  remotely  like  that 
before.  Ever. 

This  year  he  really  outdid  himself,  I 
thought,  wondering  if  the  expensive 


French  pie  pan  awaiting  him  under  the 
tree  would  suffice.  I  eagerly  opened  the 
bag  and  carefully  lifted  out... not  my 
glorious  new  Italian  art,  but  a  clear  plas¬ 
tic  container  riddled  with  air  holes.  And 
there,  crouching  at  the  bottom,  was  a 
poisonous  spider  big  enough  to  fill  the 
palm  of  my  hand.  D’ oh! 

After  an  initial  gasp  and  some  confu¬ 
sion  (“You  got  me  a  tarantula?”),  I  did 
what  you're  supposed  to  do  when  you 
receive  a  gift,  no  matter  how  bizarre. 
“Thanks,  hon,”  I  said  with  a  laugh.  “It’s 
just  what  I  wanted.”  He  was  beaming.  It 
is,  after  all,  quite  the  present. 

Since  re-gifting  was  clearly  out  of  the 
question,  tempting  as  that  was,  my 
eight-legged  critter  was  soon  perched  in 
her  mini-terrarium  on 
the  mantle  in  the  liv¬ 
ing  room  for  all  to 
see  and  “enjoy."  Her 
starter  kit  came  with 
desert  soil,  fake  tree 
bark  to  crawl  on,  and  peat  moss  that  you 
soak  with  water  to  keep  her  environ¬ 
ment  moist  and  humid — a  happy  little 
spider  spa  where  she  can  bask,  sleep, 
and  eat  crickets  for  the  next  20  years. 

I  say  “she,”  but  we’re  guessing  on 
gender  because,  hey,  I  ain’t  liftin’  up  her 
hood  to  check  the  engine.  And  no  one 
asks.  It’s  not  like  when  you  get  a  new 
puppy  or  kitten  and  right  away  people 


ask  if  it’s  a  boy  or  a  girl.  Instead,  all  the 
questions  about  my  “itsy-bitsy  spider,” 
as  I  affectionately  refer  to  her,  are  about 
her  cage.  Friends  politely  peer  in,  then 
rather  quickly  back  away.  “Can  that  get 
out?”  one  asked,  deadly  serious.  “Can’t 
she  slide  the  screen  off  the  top  of  the 
cage  and  climb  out?”  She’s  a  spider,  I 
explain,  not  a  raccoon. 

I  wasn’t  enamored  with  her  at  first, 
either,  but  after  a  couple  days  she  won 
me  over.  She’s  beautiful,  in  a  Lily  Mun¬ 
ster  kind  of  way,  and  moves  with  a  deli¬ 
cate,  otherworldly  grace.  Since  she’s 
slightly  reddish — she’s  a  Chilean  Rose 
Hair  Tarantula — we  named  her 
Magenta,  which,  I  like  to  think,  has  a 
Drag  Queen  Meets  Dracula  ring  to  it 
that  suits  her  per¬ 
fectly.  But  then  we 
watched  the  film  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith,  star¬ 
ring  Angelina  Jolie 
and  Brad  Pitt,  and 
now  we’ve  taken  to  calling  her 
Tarangelina  Jolie,  or  Brad  Bit.  We  also 
considered  naming  her  Barbara  (who’d 
expect  that?),  Lestat  (Anne  Rice’s 
fanged  villain),  and  RoseMhairy’s  Baby 
(well,  for  obvious  reasons).  Keith,  inex¬ 
plicably,  also  calls  her  Gidget. 

“What  does  this  say  about  your  rela¬ 
tionship?”  asked  Nello,  my  gay,  82- 
year-old  neighbor,  when  I  told  him 


about  the  gift.  “Keith  bought  you  a  poi¬ 
sonous  animal  that  bites,”  he  said,  arch¬ 
ing  one  eyebrow  theatrically.  “Darling, 
it  can’t  be  good!” 

“She  was  the  least  poisonous  kind  the 
pet  store  had,”  Keith  told  me  later,  his 
face  a  mask  of  brightness — as  if  he 
were  conveying  some  welcome,  happy 
news.  “Her  bite  feels  like  a  bee  sting  but 
won’t  send  you  to  the  hospital.”  Well 
now,  that’s  reassuring. 

It’s  actually  a  sweet  gift.  I  had 
wanted  a  praying  mantis,  the  voracious 
and  sleek  supermodels  of  the  insect 
world,  but  thanks  to  convoluted  laws  in 
California  it’s  easier  to  get  plutonium 
from  the  Iranians  than  it  is  to  buy  a 
mantis  for  a  pet. 

So  instead  I  have  a  tarantula. 

One  of  my  resolutions  for  2006  is  to 
be  open  to  good  things  coming  my  way, 
in  expected  and  unexpected  forms. 
Magenta  is  the  latter.  In  fact,  she’s  way 
the  latter.  □ 

Patrick  Letellier  makes  his  living  writ¬ 
ing  about  gay  culture  and  politics.  He 
and  his  partner,  Keith  Hodge  ( who 
worked  for  many  years  as  a  bather  at 
VIP  Grooming  on  24th  Street),  have 
lived  on  Liberty  Street  for  two  years.  To 
check  out  Letellier' s  rants  on  lesbian 
fruit  flies  and  other  compelling  topics, 
visit  PatrickLetellier.com. 
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Pieces  of  China 

By  Liz  Worthy 

Since  moving  to  San  Francisco  six 
years  ago,  I  have  been  a  member 
of  Ruby's  Clay  Studio,  a  ceramics 
workshop  tucked  into  the  side  of  the 
Noe  Street  hill.  Ruby’s  is  like  a  second 
home,  full  of  many  good  friends  as  well 
as  a  host  of  familiar  clays  and  glazes. 
This  August,  I  temporarily  left  the  com¬ 
forts  of  Ruby’s  and  of  San  Francisco, 
and  traveled  across  the  globe  to  another 
ceramics  studio,  Sanbao  Ceramic  Art 
Institute  in  China.  The  Jingdezhen  area 
of  China,  where  this  studio  is  located,  is 
considered  the  birthplace  of  porcelain. 

In  2004,  the  region  celebrated  its  mil¬ 
lennial  birthday,  and  stories  from 
ceramicists  who  attended  the  festivities 
trickled  back  and  whet  my  appetite  for  a 
similar  adventure.  So  when  I  saw  a 
China  residency  program  listed  in  a 
Ceramics  Monthly  magazine,  I  took 
interest.  The  price — $800  for  the 
month — and  the  promise  of  hot  summer 
weather  were  the  final  decision  makers. 

The  Sanbao  Ceramic  Art  Institute  is 
about  20  minutes  from  Jingdezhen,  and 
soon  I  had  no  doubts  that,  indeed,  this 
was  the  porcelain  capital  of  the  world. 
Jingdezhen’s  lampposts  are  made  from 
large  ceramic  columns  decorated  with  a 
variety  of  designs,  from  blue-and-white 
dragons  and  rosy  peaches  to  misty 
mountain  scenes.  Whole  streets  are 
lined  with  glaze  stores,  and  the  super¬ 
market  sells  ceramics  tools.  Trucks  and 
bicycles  with  carts  roll  by  loaded  with 
anything  from  bags  of  clay  to  six-foot- 
tall  porcelain  vases.  Even  the  garbage  is 
interesting.  On  close  inspection,  a  pile 
of  rubble  on  the  street  turns  out  to  be  a 
mass  of  discarded  plaster  casts — reliefs 
of  eagles  and  the  feet  of  Buddhas.  1  later 
learn  that  60  percent  of  Jingdezhen’s 
roughly  one  million  residents  work  in 
the  ceramics  industry. 

The  Sanbao  Institute  is  its  own  little 
ceramics  oasis,  a  retreat  from  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  the  city.  The  locals  come 
up  to  the  studio,  to  eat  at  the  restaurant, 
practice  their  English  with  the  interna¬ 
tional  residents,  and  enjoy  the  slightly 
cooler  weather.  The  weather,  as  prom¬ 
ised,  was  hot:  in  the  90s  with  high 
humidity.  The  grounds  are  decorated 
with  mosaics  made  of  broken  ceramics 
shards,  and  clay  sculptures  poke  out  of 
recesses  in  the  walls.  A  stream  winds 
through  it  all  and  is  the  home  of 
ceramic  water  serpents. 

Both  the  studio  and  living  area  are 
broken  up  into  a  number  of  wooden 
buildings,  connected  with  brick  paths 
and  wooden  bridges.  And  the  local 
craftsmen  are  continually  adding  on  to 
the  buildings.  During  the  short  month  I 
was  there,  I  saw  them  add  a  balcony, 
dig  an  additional  fishpond,  and  work  on 


a  number  of  smaller  projects  like  bam¬ 
boo  chairs  and  cups.  Great  care  has 
been  taken  to  keep  a  traditional  aes¬ 
thetic,  so  much  so  that  even  a  stack  of 
red  plastic  buckets,  purchased  to  help 
with  studio  cleanup,  had  to  be  snuck  in 
while  the  director  was  away  on  a  trip. 

I  worked  alongside  a  handful  of 
other  residents — from  places  like 
Canada,  Australia,  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands — in  an  open,  airy  studio.  My 
workspace  had  a  potter’s  wheel,  two 
five-foot-long  tables,  a  set  of  shelves, 
and  a  large  window.  Out  my  window 
was  a  view  of  birds  and  butterflies  flit¬ 
ting  over  a  rice  paddy,  and  beyond  that 
was  the  road  where  cars  and  scooters 
zoomed  and  others  lazily  biked  by, 
sometimes  three  to  a  bicycle  and  often 
holding  umbrellas  to  shade  themselves 
from  the  sun. 

When  the  master  potters  came 
to  visit,  they’d  examine  what  I'd 
made  with  great  interest  and 
amusement.  “Hmmm,”  they’d 
say,  and  it  didn’t  take  any 
knowledge  of  Mandarin  to  know 
what  they  were  thinking. 

I  had  more  studio  space  than  I  had 
ever  had,  and  I  planned  to  utilize  all  of 
it.  I  also  had  access  to  a  huge  pile  of 
porcelain,  which  I  imagined  would  be 
replenished  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  bot¬ 
tom — in  about  a  week.  I  would  make 
larger-than-life  ceramic  chairs,  huge  drag¬ 
on  sculptures,  and  many  other  creatures. 
I  would  make  sets  of  cups  and  plates, 
and  after  a  little  practice,  some  large 
vases.  The  only  challenge  I  foresaw  was 
getting  it  all  back  to  San  Francisco. 

A  week  later,  my  concerns  had 

shifted.  My  wares  consisted  of 
a  row  of  squat,  lopsided  thick 
pots  and  a  pile  of  broken,  hand-built 
objects.  When  the  master  potters  came 
to  visit,  they’d  examine  what  I’d  made 
with  great  interest  and  amusement. 
“Hmmm,”  they’d  say,  and  it  didn’t  take 
any  knowledge  of  Mandarin  to  know 
what  they  were  thinking.  The  porcelain 
clay  was  giving  me  problems.  It  has  a 
different  set  of  properties  than  the  grit¬ 
tier  clay  I’m  accustomed  to  in  the  U.S. 

I  began  taking  to  heart  the  advice  of 
the  other  residents  who  had  been  there 
longer  than  I  had.  I  also  visited  the 
neighboring  studio  where  the  master 
potters  worked  (which  I  suppose  was 
the  reason  I  was  in  China  in  the  first 
place).  One  master  potter  was  throwing 
large  vases  the  traditional  way,  on  a 
kick  wheel,  while  another  had  a  modem 
electric  wheel  and  was  making  mugs 
and  teapots  for  a  production  line.  I 
couldn’t  believe  we  were  working  from 
the  same  pile  of  clay.  We  had  no  com¬ 
mon  language,  so  I  just  watched  them 
closely  and  tried  to  pick  up  helpful 
things.  For  instance,  I  saw  that  they 
were  holding  thin  pieces  of  cotton  in 
their  hands  that  helped  their  fingers 
glide  upon  their  pots.  They  also  turned 
the  wheel  much  slower  than  1  did,  and 
they  threw  the  clay  on  plaster  bats 
rather  than  directly  on  the  wheel  head. 
The  bat  was  then  removed  with  the  pot 
so  that  the  pot  was  less  likely  to  col¬ 
lapse  when  moved  from  wheel  to  shelf. 
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Liz  Worthy  poses  with  one  of  the  fish  she 
painstakingly  created  at  the  Sanbao 
Ceramic  Art  Institute  in  China. 


I  concentrated  on  applying  their  tech¬ 
niques  and  did  improve  some,  but  to  be 
fair,  they’d  been  doing  this  most  of  their 
lives,  and  even  back  home  the  wheel 
had  never  been  my  forte. 

Fed  up  one  afternoon,  I  wiped  my 
hands  on  my  apron  and  went  outside. 
Soon,  1  found  myself  hunched  over  the 
fishpond,  pondering  which  fish  in  the 
submerged  basket  might  make  their  way 
to  the  dinner  table  that  evening.  I  real¬ 
ized  that  the  fish,  low-lying  and  some¬ 
what  squat,  like  most  of  my  current 
work,  were  perhaps  the  perfect  object 
for  my  ceramic  inspiration. 

I  returned  to  the  studio  and  molded 
slabs  of  clay  over  rolls  of  newspaper. 
This  worked,  but  the  fish  lacked  defini¬ 
tion.  On  another  trip  to  the  fishpond,  I 
became  interested  in  their  scales.  When 
I  returned  to  the  studio  I  began  fooling 
around  with  how  to  make  this  texture.  I 


arrived  at  a  system  of  making  my  fish 
scale  by  scale.  The  process  was  slow 
but  worthwhile;  I  was  more  in  control 
of  the  form.  I  would  throw  the  fish  head 
on  the  wheel,  then  attach  a  few  rows  of 
scales  as  I  held  it  in  my  hand.  Then  I 
would  place  the  head  looking  down  into 
a  teapot  and  turn  the  teapot  round  and 
round  as  I  built  up  row  upon  row  of 
scales.  As  I  worked,  I  realized  that  I’d 
stumbled  upon  a  way  to  make  tall 
pieces.  I  did  wind  up  making  a  couple 
of  tall  vases  using  this  technique,  but 
for  the  most  part  I  stuck  with  fish. 

After  this  breakthrough,  when  the 
master  throwers  stopped  by  to  see  how 
my  work  was  progressing,  they  didn’t 
have  to  search  so  much  for  the  proper 
response.  They  pointed  and  smiled  and 
said  yu.  Yii  meant  fish,  I  learned.  I’d  try 
to  repeat  it,  and  I’d  get  it  wrong  every 
time,  even  after  much  coaching.  Could 
this  word  really  be  so  difficult?  Could 
the  clay  really  be  so  hard  to  get  accus¬ 
tomed  to?  I’d  figured  out  how  to  make 
fish,  and  at  the  moment  that  was  all  that 
mattered.  Cl 

Liz  Worthy  will  display  her  yu  and  other 
ceramic  works  at  a  solo  show  Feb.  3-20 
at  Ruby's  Clay  Studio  &  Gallery ,  552A 
Noe  Street,  between  18th  and  19th 
streets.  The  show  opens  with  a  reception 
on  Friday,  Feb.  3,  from  6  to  9  p.m. 

Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 

Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send  e-mail 
submissions  to  bylines@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  Thanks. 
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Looks  like  Cupid  s  in  town  again. 
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Bluegrass  Music  Catching  Fire 

Toes  will  be  tappin’  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  during  the  seventh  annual  San 
Francisco  Bluegrass  and  Old-Time  Festi¬ 
val,  running  Feb.  2  to  1 3.  The  Ministry  “has 
great  line-ups  for  festival  fans,”  says  Linda 
Schneider,  a  festival  committee  member. 

The  Ministry  festivities  will  kick  off 
with  “An  Evening  of  Local  Legends,”  fea¬ 
turing  the  bands  Papermill  Creek  Round¬ 
ers,  Kleptograss,  and  High  Country,  on 
Friday,  Feb.  3,  at  7  p.m.  Ticket  prices  are 
$15  in  advance  and  $17  at  the  door.  The 
following  evening,  celebrated  fiddler 
Kailin  Yong  and  his  band,  the  Boulder 
Acoustic  Society,  join  bluegrass  king  Pe¬ 
ter  Rowan  in  a  Feb.  4  show  at  8:15  p.m. 
Advance  tickets  are  $22;  $24  at  the  door. 

Then  on  Saturday,  Feb.  1 1 ,  Drew  Em- 
mitt  of  Leftover  Salmon,  and  the  group 
Donner  Mountain  perform  at  8:15  p.m. 
That  show  is  $16  in  advance  and  $18  at 
the  door.  The  Ministry  is  located  at  1021 
Sanchez  Street  between  Elizabeth  and 
23rd  streets. 

The  San  Francisco  Bluegrass  Festival, 
sponsored  by  the  Northern  California 
Bluegrass  Society,  offers  12  days  packed 
with  performances  by  bluegrass  and  old- 
time  musicians  from  near  and  far.  Other 
concert  venues  in  this  neck  of  the  woods 
include  the  Make-Out  Room,  Cafe  du 
Nord,  Amnesia,  12  Galaxies,  and  the 
Knockout.  But  the  festival  is  filled  with 
more  than  music.  Participants  can  also 
see  the  film  Bluegrass  Journey,  attend  af¬ 
ternoon  workshops,  and  enjoy  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  concert  at  the  Randall  Museum. 
For  a  complete  schedule  of  performances 
and  tickets,  visit  www.sfbluegrass.org. 

Make  Your  Mark  on  the 
Playground  Report  Card 

What  parent  doesn't  have  an  opinion 
about  their  local  playground?  Now ’s  your 
chance  to  have  your  voice  heard — and 
help  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Depart¬ 
ment  decide  how  to  spend  its  money. 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  create  a  city¬ 
wide  playground  report  card.  The  goal  of 
the  project,  which  is  being  spearheaded 
by  the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  is  to 
complete  a  survey  at  every  playground  in 
San  Francisco.  That’s  144  different  play¬ 
grounds,  so  there’s  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done. 

If  you’d  like  to  help,  come  to  Duboce 
Park — located  at  Duboce  Avenue  and 
Scott  Street  just  north  of  the  Castro  Dis¬ 
trict — between  9  and  1 1  a.m.  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  1 1 ,  to  sign  up  as  a  volunteer. 

The  Neighborhood  Parks  Council  is  a 
non-profit  coalition  of  local  parks  groups 
that  is  working  to  restore  and  improve 
San  Francisco  parks.  To  find  out  more 
about  the  organization,  visit  www.sfneigh- 
borhoodparks  .org. 

Women  Who  Run  With  Women 

“Women  really  like  to  work  out  with 
each  other,”  says  Lori  Shannon  of  See 
Jane  Run.  That’s  why  the  sports  store  is 
bringing  women  of  all  ages  together  for 
marathon  and  triathalon  training. 

See  Jane  Run  has  scheduled  two  free 
informational  and  kickoff  meetings:  The 
triathalon  training  program  meeting  is  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  at  6:30  p.m.,  and  the 
marathon  training  program  meeting  is  the 
next  day,  Feb.  2,  also  at  6:30  p.m.  The  first 
day  of  training  for  both  programs  starts 
on  Thursday,  Feb.  23. 

Each  training  program  lasts  for  three 
months  and  ends  with  an  event.  “They're 
all-women  trainings  that  are  trainer-led,” 
says  Shannon.  “The  triathalon  training  is 
also  a  fundraiser  for  the  Breast  Cancer 
Fund  and  has  been  for  years.”  The  mar¬ 
athon  training  was  just  added  in  late  2005. 


Get  there  early — there  might  be  a 
crowd.  “Last  year,  this  really  took  off,” 
Shannon  explains.  “There  could  be  up  to 
75  women  in  each  program.  We’ve  had 
women  as  young  as  1 8  and  up  to  65  years 
old  participate.” 

The  meeting  and  trainings  will  be  held 
at  the  store’s  Noe  Valley  location,  3910 
24th  Street  near  Sanchez  Street.  For  more 
info,  visit  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com 
or  call  401-8338. 

Panel  on  Medicare  Drug  Plan 

If  you  or  a  loved  one  is  affected  by 
Medicare’s  new  prescription  drug  plan, 
come  to  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  for  a  free 
informational  panel  discussion  sponsored 
by  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  at 
7:30  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15. 

The  local  political  group  has  put  to¬ 
gether  a  panel  of  experts,  including  David 
Grant,  director  of  health  policy  for  the  Se¬ 
nior  Action  Network;  Traci  Dobronrav¬ 
ova,  director  of  social  services  for  Self- 
Help  for  the  Elderly;  Dan  Bernal,  district 
director  for  U.S.  Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi  of 
San  Francisco;  and  Simon  Chew,  a  certi¬ 
fied  insurance  counselor  and  broker  for 
Blue  Cross. 

The  panel  will  answer  questions  about 
the  plan,  which  took  effect  in  January  and 
relies  on  private  insurers,  pharmacies, 
and  other  health-care  companies  to  pro¬ 
vide  drug  coverage  for  Medicare’s  42 
million  beneficiaries. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  located  at  1021  Sanchez 
Street  near  23rd  Street.  For  information, 
call  Democratic  Club  president  Rafael 
Mandelman  at  648-4010. 

Kids,  Critters,  and  Cool  Cops 

Youngsters  who  love  animals  (and 
television's  Animal  Cops)  are  in  for  a  treat 
at  the  free  Critters  and  Kids  Valentine’s 
Carnival  scheduled  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  12.  The  event,  which  is 
co-sponsored  by  San  Francisco  Animal 
Care  and  Control  and  the  San  Francisco 
SPCA,  is  full  of  games,  prizes,  raffles, 
and  Valentine’s  Day  treats.  Stars  from  the 
San  Francisco  Animal  Cops  TV  show  will 
sign  autographs  and  pose  for  pictures. 
Plus,  the  pros  will  put  on  a  dog  safety 
puppet  show  and  other  educational  pre¬ 
sentations  especially  for  kids. 

Animal  rescue  groups  will  be  on  hand 
with  adoptable  animals  and  information. 
The  SPCA  is  also  sponsoring  an  animal 
micro-chipping  clinic,  which  is  free  for 
San  Francisco  residents.  The  event  will 
take  place  on  Alabama  Street  at  16th 
Street  between  the  SPCA  and  ACC  of¬ 
fices.  For  more  information,  call  522- 
3500  or  visit  www.sfspca.org. 

Lemony  Snicket’s  Play 
for  Grown-ups 

The  writer  sometimes  known  as 
Lemony  Snicket — a.k.a.  Daniel  Han¬ 
dler — will  showcase  some  of  his  new 
work  in  a  presentation  that  runs  Feb.  24 
through  March  12.  Produced  by  the  Z 
Space  Studio’s  innovative  Word  for  Word 
program,  4  Adverbs  is  a  world  premiere 
play  featuring  four  short  stories  from 
Handler’s  forthcoming  novel  for  adults. 
Adverbs.  (The  book  will  be  published  by 
HarperCollins  in  May  2006.)  Word  for 
Word  is  a  program  in  which  literary 
works  are  acted  out  on  stage  in  their  en¬ 
tirety — word  for  word. 

According  to  press  agent  David  Hyry, 
the  production  is  chock-a-block  with  Noe 
Valleyans.  The  play’s  director,  Sheila  Bal¬ 
ter,  is  a  resident  of  the  neighborhood,  as  is 
actor  N icholas  Pelczar  and  Word  for  Word 
co-founder  Susan  Harloe.  Handler  him¬ 
self  lives  “a  few  streets  over,”  says  Hyry. 

The  play  takes  place  at  Project  Artaud 
Theater,  450  Florida  Street  between  17th 
and  Mariposa  streets.  Tickets  are  $28  on 
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Commercial  +  Residential 
LICENSED  -  BONDED  -  INSURED 

CALL  415.  308.1645 

LICENSE  861367 

References  available  upon  request. 
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1500 

Church  Street 

COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRC 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
We  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 

?etty  taisch,  CRS,  ( 

Broker  Associate 


Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs!  / 


Expect  the  best. 
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HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

N.E.R.T. 

Neighborhood  Emergency  Response  Team 


FREE  TRAINING!!! 


WHO:  EVERYONE!!! 

WHAT:  Earthquake  &  Disaster  Preparedness  Training 
WHEN:  Weekend  Sessions  (9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m.) 

Saturdays,  March  4, 11  &  18 
WHERE:  Noe  Valley 

Noe  Valley  Ministry  -  1021  Sanchez  St.  at  Elizabeth 
WHY:  Hurricane  Katrina  has  shown  us  the  need  to  get 
prepared!  You  are  vital  to  the  recovery  of  the  City 
after  a  disaster! 

HOW:  Call  (415)  970-2024  to  register.  Call  (415)  970-2022  for  info, 
or  visit  www.sfgov.org/sffdnert  to  see  more  about 
the  training  and  to  register  on  line. 


Nuhya  Martina  Eric  Robb 


YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  SERVICE  TEAM 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers 


Realize  your  long  term  Real  Estate  goals! 
Learn  Innovative  strategies  for  a  changing 
market.  CALL  or  email  to  schedule  your 
complimentary  personalized  consulation. 


415-447-2009 

realestate@amsisf.com 


WWW.AMSIRES.COM 


PROUDLY  SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  FOR  OVER  35 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


Writers ,  Artists ,  Photographers. . . 

Submit  Your  Work! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wants  your 
submissions  for  the  Last  Page. 

The  Last  Page  showcases  a  wide  range  of 
poetry,  fiction,  essays,  artwork,  and 
photography  from  local  writers  and  artists. 

For  Writers:  Manuscripts  should  be  1,500 
words  or  less.  Double-spaced.  Typewritten. 
Or  e-mail:  LastPage@noevalleyvoice.com. 

For  Artists  and  Photographers:  Submit 
photocopies  of  work  only.  We  prefer  work 
originally  done  in  black  &  white. 


Send  submissions  to: 

The  Last  Page,  Noe  Valley  Voice 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Please  include  your  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  e-mail  address. 
Self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
required  for  a  reply. 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


FAMILY  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 

General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 

FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 

inwi  align 

Call  for  Consultation 

4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  ai 


Diamond)  41 5-285-7007 


If  you're  over  60, 

Have  Lunch 
With  Us! 

Meet  all  of  the 
friendly  folks  enjoying 
a  nutritious  meal  at  the 

Noe  Valley 
Senior  Lunch 
Program 

Monday  through  Friday 
12:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  Streets 

415-648-1030 

$1.25  or  by  donation 

Come  join  us  today! 

Sponsored  by 
Project  Open  Hand 

Funded  by 

The  Office  of  Aging,  U.S.D.A. 
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Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays, 
and  $32  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  Se¬ 
niors  and  students  pay  $25.  A  pay-what- 
you-can  rush  will  be  offered  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday  nights,  for  seats  avail¬ 
able  15  minutes  before  curtain. 

All  shows  are  at  8  p.m.,  except  for  Sun¬ 
day  shows,  which  are  at  3  p.m.  For  more 
ticket  information,  call  437-6775  or  visit 
www.zspace.org. 

How  to  Make  a  Mural 

Folks  who  want  to  create  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  mural — whether  they're  beginners 
or  experienced  artists — are  welcome  to 
attend  the  Community  Mural  Arts  Edu¬ 
cation  Workshops  at  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  and  Visitors  Center.  Participants  will 
get  hands-on  experience  in  directing,  de¬ 
signing,  and  planning  a  community 
mural.  They’ll  also  receive  a  packet  in¬ 
cluding  an  outline  of  the  mural  process,  a 
sample  budget,  a  materials  list,  and  pos¬ 
sible  funding  sources. 

Master  muralist  Susan  Cervantes  leads 
the  two-hour  workshop  on  Tuesday,  Feb. 
21,  and  Tuesday,  March  21,  from  7  to  9 
p.m.  The  cost  is  $50  per  session  for  non¬ 
members  and  $40  for  members  of  Precita 
Eyes.  The  center  is  located  at  298 1  24th 
Street  at  Harrison  Street.  Pre-paid  regis¬ 
tration  is  required,  so  call  285-2287  to 
sign  up  or  for  more  information. 

Planting  Seeds  for  the  Next 
Harvest  Fest 

Come  celebrate  the  success  of  the  first- 
ever  Harvest  Festival  and  get  a  head  start 
on  next  year's  event.  A  free  thank-you 
party  for  the  2005  volunteers  takes  place 
on  Friday,  Feb.  24,  at  7:30  p.m.  It’ll  be 
held  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  located 
at  1021  Sanchez  Street.  Music  and  food 
will  be  part  of  the  fun. 

Of  course,  it’s  never  too  soon  to  start 
planning  for  the  next  fest,  tentatively 
scheduled  for  October.  Team  leaders  are 
needed  for  the  following  areas  in  2006: 
Merchant  Liaison,  Vendors,  Entertain¬ 
ment  and  Activities,  Budget  and 
Fundraising,  Promotion,  and  Volunteers. 
Folks  who  are  willing  to  help  the  team 
leaders  make  it  happen  are  needed,  too.  If 
you’re  interested,  stop  by  and  meet  last 
year’s  gang. 

If  you  can’t  come  but  want  to  get  in¬ 
volved  in  the  2006  Harvest  Festival,  con¬ 
tact  Richard  May  at  rambooks@pacbell 
.net  for  more  information. 

Walking  Tours  Revisit  ’06  Quake 

In  honor  of  the  1 00th  anniversary  of  the 
1906  earthquake,  San  Francisco  City 
Guides  is  offering  three  fascinating  new 
tours:  It  Can’t  Happen  Here,  Phoenix 
Rising,  and  Are  We  There  Yet?  The  tours 
focus  on  the  experience  of  the  earthquake 
and  its  aftermath.  They’re  available  all 
year,  with  expanded  times  during  April. 

It  Can’t  Happen  Here  will  be  offered 
on  second  Mondays  and  April  17  at  10 
a.m.;  and  on  first,  third,  and  fifth  Sundays 
at  1  p.m.  Participants  will  find  out  about 
the  massive  earthquake,  which  ripped 
apart  water  pipes  and  toppled  chimneys 
before  dawn  on  April  18,  1906.  The  tour 
begins  at  the  park  on  Ecker  Street  at  Mar¬ 
ket,  between  525  and  555  Market  Street. 

Phoenix  Rising  will  feature  tales  of  de¬ 
struction  and  of  city  residents’  valiant  at¬ 
tempts  to  rebuild.  For  this  tour,  meet  at 
Memorial  Court,  the  small  park  at  Fulton 
and  Franklin  streets.  Phoenix  Rising 
takes  place  on  first  and  third  Wednesdays 
at  1  p.m.;  and  on  first,  third,  and  fifth  Sat¬ 
urdays  at  1  p.m. 

While  walking  through  the  Presidio, 


participants  will  find  out  about  the  role  of 
the  Army  after  the  1906  quake.  Are  We 
There  Yet?  takes  place  on  third  Fridays 
and  on  April  14  at  1  p.m.;  and  on  second, 
fourth,  and  fifth  Saturdays,  as  well  as  April 
1  and  15,  at  1  p.m.  Meet  at  the  Officers 
Club  and  Visitors  Center  at  the  Presidio. 

San  Francisco  City  Guides  offers 
dozens  of  tours  year-round.  They’re  all 
free,  though  SFCG  suggests  a  $5  dona¬ 
tion.  To  learn  more  and  download  the 
schedule,  visit  www.sfcityguides.org. 

Museum  of  the  African  Diaspora 
Comes  Together 

The  newest  art  and  history  museum  to 
grace  San  Francisco’s  cultural  landscape 
is  the  Museum  of  the  African  Diaspora, 
also  dubbed  MoAD.  The  museum  occu¬ 
pies  the  first  three  floors  of  the  new  St. 
Regis  Hotel  at  685  Mission  Street  near 
Third  Street,  and  is  devoted  to  exploring 
the  many  cultures  and  experiences  of 
people  of  African  origin. 

From  now  through  March  12,  MoAD 
features  two  contemporary  art  exhibi¬ 
tions.  Internationally  acclaimed  artists 
Maria  Magdalena  Compos-Pons,  Mil¬ 
dred  Howard,  and  Marepe  created  one  ex¬ 
hibition  specifically  for  the  museum's 
grand  opening  on  Dec.  3, 2005.  It’s  titled 
“Dispersed:  African  Legacy/New  World 
Reality.”  Photographs,  paintings,  mixed 
media,  video,  and  more  from  two  noted 
collectors  are  also  on  view,  in  “Linkages 
and  Themes  in  the  African  Diaspora:  Se¬ 
lections  from  the  Collections  of  Eileen 
Harris  Norton  and  Peter  Norton.” 

In  addition,  visitors  can  see  “Made  in 
Africa,”  an  exhibition  on  loan  from  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Museum  in  London.  It  features  three 
stone  tools  made  in  Africa  nearly  two  mil¬ 
lion  years  ago;  they  are  the  oldest  artifacts 
in  the  British  Museum’s  collection. 

MoAD  is  open  weekdays  and  Satur¬ 
days,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10 
a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  and  Sundays,  noon  to  5 
p.m.  The  museum  is  closed  Tuesdays. 
General  admission  is  $8;  seniors  and  stu¬ 
dents  pay  $5.  For  more  information  and 
to  view  the  museum’s  online  exhibit,  visit 
www.moadsf.org. 

Orchid  Drawing  Classes 
for  Sprouts 

The  Conservatory  of  Flowers  has  an 
eye-popping  series  of  workshops  planned 
for  kids  ages  6  to  1 1  during  the  month  of 
February.  Each  Saturday  morning,  chil¬ 
dren  accompanied  by  parents  can  partic¬ 
ipate  in  a  different  orchid-drawing  class. 
The  classes  take  place  in  the  Conserva¬ 
tory’s  Modem  Art  of  Orchids  gallery  sur¬ 
rounded  by  orchids  in  full  bloom.  The 
children  will  learn  basic  observation  and 
drawing  skills,  and  all  materials  are  pro¬ 
vided. 

On  Feb.  4,  kids  will  create  Chinese 
New  Year  orchid  cards  just  in  time  for  the 
holiday.  Orchid  scrolls  are  the  project  on 
Feb.  11,  unique  orchid  “creatures”  take 
center  stage  on  Feb.  18,  and  on  Feb.  25 
the  young  artists  will  investigate  the  in¬ 
tricate  insides  of  orchids  and  map  their 
own  magical  flower  worlds. 

All  workshops  are  from  1 1  a.m.  until 
noon.  They’re  free  with  admission,  which 
costs  $5  for  adults;  $3  for  youth  ages  12 
to  17,  seniors  65  and  older,  and  students 
with  an  ID;  and  $  1 .50  for  children  5  to  1 1 . 
Admission  is  free  for  children  under  4. 
Registration  is  required,  so  call  666-7001 
to  sign  up  or  visit  www.conservatoryof- 
flowers.org  for  more  information. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written  by 
Erin  O' Briant. 


bein^  oui  Ike  bed  in  you 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
where  you’re 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  IS  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

I  S08  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5. 647. 6000 


•  Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23rcl  Street 

Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 

Offered  at  $699,000 


DOUG  DEVINE 
415.338.0223 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 

Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chef's  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 

Offered  at  $950,000 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 
415.338.0154 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 
2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDUJeU. 

bank<br  □ 
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We  sell  Noe  Valley. 


We  know  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco! 
From  single  family  homes  to  multi-unit 
residential,  from  TIC  homes  to  condos. 

For  availability  and  showing  information, 
call  our  24/7  listing  hotline: 

415.695.2715. 


JiLDING 

TRUST 


OR  LIFE 


Michael  Ackerman  Oliver  Burgelman 

415.695.2715 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Cp 

kJ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 

1782  CML'rch  Si.,  San  Franc  im  :o  •  4 1 5.648.2644  •  ww.ais.ti>u/a)UNSiajNG 


m  cns 

Our  ileh 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


Architecture 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


no  charge  for  first  consultation 
permit  expediting  available 


seadot@pacbell.net 

www.seadotdesign.biz 


Spark  Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94102  |  ph  415.503.0055 
www.sparkconstruction.com 
Full  Service  Since  1987  |  License  #546094 
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"San  Francisco  is  my  home." 


Meet  Fred  Felman,  Senior  VP  of  Tenebril,  Inc., 
security  software  for  home  and  enterprise  solutions 

When  Fred  Felman  isn't  creating  award-winning  home  computer 
security  software  such  as  SpyCatcher™  and  GhostSurf™  used  by 
millions  as  well  as  security  solutions  for  international  business, 
he's  cycling.  In  fact,  he  made  the  odyssey  of  a  lifetime  by  taking 
two  years  off  to  tour  22,000  miles  around  the  world.  Adventure  is 
no  stranger  to  Fred.  But  when  it  came  to  San  Francisco  real  estate, 
he  found  himself  spinning  his  wheels  until  his  Zephyr  agent 
successfully  secured  his  Upper  Market  view  home. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco,  www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
South  of  Market  •  415.905.0250 
West  Portal  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 


\ 
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Feb.  1-28:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR 
CENTER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people 
over  60. 12:30  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  Call  648-1030 
to  make  a  reservation. 

Feb.  1-28:  Chris  Sequeira  leads  classes 
in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tues.,  6  pm,  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.; 
Wed.  and  Fri.,  10:15  am.  Call  415-773- 
8185  or  650-756-6857  for  location. 

Feb.  2-25:  The  DICK  ¥  DUBYA  Show 
features  humor  by  Ed  Holmes  and  Amos 
Glick.  Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm.  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  St.  Call  641-0235. 

Feb.  3-13:  The  seventh  annual  BLUE- 
GRASS  and  Old-Time  Festival  kicks  oft 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  with  perform¬ 
ances  by  the  Papermill  Creek  Rounders, 
Kleptograss,  and  High  Country.  7:30 
pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Feb.  3-19:  LUMA  light  show,  directed 
by  Marlin,  plays  at  the  Victoria  Theater. 
Thurs.-Sun.,  8  pm;  Sat.  and  Sun.,  2  pm 
matinees.  2961  16th  St.  863-7576. 

Feb.  3-20:  Liz  Worthy  exhibits  ceramics 
in  her  solo  show  “Pieces  of  CHINA.” 
Reception  Feb.  3, 6-9  pm.  Ruby's  Clay 
Studio,  552A  Noe  St.  558-9819. 

Feb.  4:  See  Jane  Run  otters  a  RUNNING 
CLINIC  from  8  am  to  1  pm  at  Kezar  Sta¬ 
dium  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  Sign  up  at 
401-8338,  or  mw.seejanerunsports.com. 

Feb.  4:  A  FRENCH  MARKET,  “Le 
Marchb  de  la  Saint-Valentin,"  features 
antiques,  crafts,  African  and  Basque 
items,  refreshments,  and  travel  info. 

9.30  am-12:30  pm.  French-American 
School,  150  and  151  Oak  St.  558-2000. 

Feb.  4:  Central  American  women  speak 
out  against  CAFTA  at  the  Radical 
Women  meeting.  Salvadoran  supper,  6 
pm;  discussion,  7:30  pm.  New  Valencia 
Hall,  1908  Mission  St.  864-1278. 


Feb.  4:  Bonnie  Hayes  headlines  the 
Blue  Bear  MUSIC  FOR  YOUTH  benefit 
concert  and  dance  party.  7  pm-2  am. 

The  Independent,  628  Divisadero  St. 
673-3600. 

Feb.  4:  Peter  Rowan  performs  with 
Sharon  Gilchrist  at  the  BLUEGRASS  and 
Old-Time  Festival,  along  with  the  Boul¬ 
der  Acoustic  Society.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Feb.  4-12:  The  Young  Performers  The¬ 
ater  stages  SLEEPING  BEAUTY  with  live 
actors  and  puppets.  Sat.  and  Sun.,  1 
and  3:30  pm;  matinees  Dec.  19-21, 1 
and  3:30  pm.  Fort  Mason,  Building  C, 
third  floor,  room  300. 346-5550. 

Feb.  5:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  show¬ 
cases  adoptable  dogs.  Noon-4  pm.  In 
front  ot  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th 
St.  642-4786. 

Feb.  5-26:  Takeshi  Murata  debuts  a  new 
DIGITAL  VIDEO  in  “Silver  Equinox"  at 
Ratio  3  Gallery.  Sundays,  noon-5  pm 
and  by  appointment.  903  Guerrero  St. 
646-732-3371. 

Feb.  6-27:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Cen¬ 
ter  otters  a  LIFE  DRAWING  workshop 
every  Monday,  from  7  to  9:30  pm.  348 
Precita  St.  285-2311. 

Feb.  7:  Preschool  STORY  TIME,  for  kids 
2  to  5,  begins  at  10  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

Feb.  7:  Jonathan  Bracker  reads  POEMS 
from  his  new  collection,  Paris  Sketches. 
7  pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk 
Library,  3555  16th  St.  355-5616. 

Feb.  7:  Social  critic  TODD  GITLIN  dis¬ 
cusses  his  book  Intellectuals  and  the 
Flag:  Reclaiming  the  American  Liberal 
Tradition.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 


Feb.  7, 14, 21  &  28:  The  Eureka  Val¬ 
ley— Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library  offers 
an  AFTERNOON  STORY  TIME  for 
preschoolers  ages  3  to  5. 3:30  p.m., 
3555  16th  St.  355-5616. 

Feb.  7, 14, 21  &  28:  The  Kadampa  Bud¬ 
dhist  Temple  otters  weekly  MEDITATION 
CLASSES.  Tuesdays,  7-8:30  pm.  3324 
17th  St.  503-1187. 


Chris  Hillman  (left)  and  Herb  Pedersen 
perform  along  with  Belle  Monroe  and 
her  Brewglass  Boys  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bluegrass  and  Old-Time  Music 
Festival  on  Feb.  1 0.  Photo  by  Zarek 

Feb.  9:  The  29th  annual  Senior  Adults' 
VALENTINE  DAY  DANCE,  sponsored  by 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department, 
features  music  and  dancing.  12:30-3:30 
pm.  S.F.  County  Fair  Building,  9th  Ave. 
and  Lincoln  Way  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
666-7079. 

Feb.  9:  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  offers  an  ori¬ 
entation  for  VOLUNTEERS  to  assist  in 
the  hospital  or  serve  as  patient  escorts. 
3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez.  641-6538. 


Feb.  9:  Brenda  Knight,  author  of  Women 
of  the  BEAT  GENERATION,  discusses 
the  era  with  Eileen  Kaufman,  Mary  Nor- 
bert  Korte,  Jamie  Cassady,  and  Joanna 
McClure;  Ruth  Weiss  reads  poetry  with 
a  jazz  accompaniment.  6-7:30  pm.  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

Feb.  9:  The  S.F.  BICYCLE  COALITION 
hosts  “Love  on  Wheels”  at  the  Cafe  du 
Nord.  6-9  pm.  2174  Market  St.  431- 
BIKE. 

Feb.  10:  Belle  Monroe  and  her  Brew- 
glass  Boys,  and  Byrds'  founder  Chris 
Hillman  and  banjo  player  Herb  Peder¬ 
sen,  perform  at  the  BLUEGRASS  and 
Old-Time  Festival.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Feb.  11:  Learn  “Sustainable  WEED 
MANAGEMENT"  at  a  workshop  at  the 
Garden  for  the  Environment.  10  am-1 
pm.  7th  Avenue  at  Lawton.  731-5627. 

Feb.  11:  Park  lovers  are  invited  to  help 
the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council  cata¬ 
log  and  rate  our  city's  PLAYGROUNDS. 
Meet  at  Duboce  Park,  Duboce  and  Scott 
streets,  at  9  am.  For  information,  go  to 
wm.sfneighborhoodparks.  org. 

Feb.  11:  A  PLANT  SALE  at  the  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  features  winter  bloomers.  10 
am-1  pm.  9th  Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way. 
661-1316. 

Feb.  1 1 :  Today  is  the  LAST  DAY  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  will  be  open  before  seis¬ 
mic  renovations  begin.  Say  goodbye  at 
a  party  from  1 :30  to  4:30  pm,  featuring 
music,  food,  and  entertainment  for  chil¬ 
dren.  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

Feb.  1 1 :  Bring  old  photos  and  memora¬ 
bilia  to  the  SUNNYSIDE  HISTORY  FAIR 
and  school  REUNION.  Noon-3  pm. 
Sunnyside  Elementary  School's  Mar¬ 


garet  Penn  Auditorium,  250  Foerster  St. 
Call  Jennifer  Heggie:  412-5548. 

Feb.  1 1 :  The  1 6th  annual  Chinese  New 
Year  TREASURE  HUNT,  with  three  diffi¬ 
culty  levels,  begins  with  a  3:30  pm 
check-in.  4:30-9  pm.  Meet  at  Justin 
Herman  Plaza  at  the  foot  of  Market. 
564-9400;  wm.sftreasurehunts.com. 

Feb.  11:  The  BLUEGRASS  and  Old- 
Time  Festival  features  the  Drew  Emmitt 
Band  and  the  Conner  Mountain  Blue¬ 
grass  Band.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Feb.  11, 12, 14, 17  &  18:  The  17th 
annual  Valentine’s  Day  adults-only  SEX 
TOUR  at  the  zoo  includes  “romantic 
refreshments”  and  a  mashed-potato  bar. 
Feb.  11  and  12, 10  am  and  2  pm;  Feb. 
14, 17  and  18,  noon.  1  Zoo  Road.  For 
reservations,  753-7030. 

Feb.  12:  The  Critters  &  Kids  VALEN¬ 
TINE’S  CARNIVAL,  hosted  by  Animal 
Care  and  Control  and  the  SPCA,  fea¬ 
tures  family  fun  and  adoptable  pets.  1 1 
am-3  pm.  Alabama  and  16th.  522-3500. 

Feb.  12:  S.F.  City  Treasurer  Jos6  Cis¬ 
neros  and  Miguel  Bustos,  senior  policy 
aide  to  Congresswoman  Barbara  Lee, 
discuss  Latino  gay  men  working  in  the 
public  sector  at  the  PFLAG  Support 
Group.  2  to  4  pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran 
Church,  152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

Feb.  12  &  26:  City  Guides  hosts  a  tour, 
“CASTRO:  Tales  of  the  Village,”  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Sundays  of  the 
month.  11  am.  Meet  at  Harvey  Milk 
Plaza,  Castro  and  Market.  557-4266. 

Feb.  13:  The  PROGRESSIVE  READING 
Series,  to  benefit  New  Mexico  Attorney 
General  Patsy  Madrid,  features  Tobias 
Wolff,  Jonathan  Ames,  Jennifer  Traig, 
and  Stephen  Elliott.  7  pm.  The  Makeout 
Room,  3225  22nd  St.  647-2888. 


Just  For  Fun 

18  years  oF  FUN  IN  Noe  VaLLevj! 

Giffs,  Toys,  Sfaf  ioncry,  Greeting  cards  ( More ! 

415.285.4068 

u  'iviv. justforfun.  invitations,  com 

3982  24th  Street 

(between  Noe  &  Sanchez} 

supplied  and  ready  for  f hese  occasions.... 
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Now  Open 

26th  &  Guerrero  Market 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 
Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 
ATM,  Credit  Cards  OK  With  Minimum  Purchase 
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•  CALENDAR ■ 


Feb.  13:  The  Noe  Valley  PREPARED¬ 
NESS  Committee  holds  its  monthly 
meeting  at  6:30  pm.  Call  377-3890  tor 
meeting  location. 

Feb.  14:  New  College  of  California 
School  of  Law  sponsors  a  workshop  on 
“Flow  to  Present  a  Case  in  SMALL 
CLAIMS  COURT.”  6  pm.  50  Fell  St. 
241-1300. 

Feb.  15:  Community  Care  Licensing 
otters  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orien¬ 
tation,  9  to  1 1 :30  am,  followed  by  a 
support  workshop,  12:30  pm.  Children's 
Council,  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

Feb.  15:  African-American  GLBT  writ¬ 
ers,  including  JEWELLE  GOMEZ  and 
Frederick  Smith,  read  from  their  work  in 
a  program  called  “Beautiful  Diversities.” 
6:30  pm.  Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk 
Library,  3555 16th  St.  355-5616. 

Feb.  15:  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  hosts  a  panel  discussion  on 
MEDICARE’S  new  prescription  drug 
plan.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St.  648-4010. 

Feb.  16:  Lori  Feldman  hosts  a  tree 
STOP  SMOKING  event  for  people  who 
have  made  a  New  Year's  resolution  to 
quit.  3  pm.  QuitSmart  Smoking  Cessa¬ 
tion,  3884  24th  St.  Registration  required 
at  285-9770. 

Feb.  16:  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  will 
report  on  Noe  Valley's  grocery  stores  at 
a  COMMUNITY  MEETING  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  Noe 
Valleyans  for  Community  and  Social 
Justice,  and  Upper  Noe  Neighbors.  7:30 
pm.  St.  Philip  Parish  Hall,  Diamond 
between  24th  and  Elizabeth  (parking 
available  in  lot  on  24th).  206-0231. 


Feb.  16-March  5:  The  fifth  annual  Bay 
ONE-ACTS  FESTIVAL  features  12  new 
works  by  Bay  Area  playwrights.  Thurs.- 
Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  2  pm.  Eureka  Theater, 
215  Jackson  St.  Call  776-7427  for  a 
schedule. 


Do  giraffes  do  it?  The  San  Francisco  Zoo 
will  answer  that  question  and  more  at  its 
annual  Valentine's  Day  Sex  Tour  held 
Feb.  11-18. 


Feb.  18:  MANRING  KASSIN  DARTER 
performs  a  25th  anniversary  concert  of 
innovative  music.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Feb.  19  and  26:  Neighbors  concerned 
about  the  proposed  ROOFTOP  HELIPAD 
at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital  will 
meet  on  Feb.  19  at  2  pm,  at  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro 
St.,  and  on  Feb.  26  at  4  pm  at  the  Bernal 
Heights  Neighborhood  Center,  515 
Cortland  Ave.  www.stophelipad.com. 

Feb.  19:  Soprano  Christine  Brandes 
performs  “A  Voice  in  the  Valley,"  selec¬ 
tions  from  Hindemith's  Das  Marienleben 
and  Stravinsky's  Songs  on  Three  Japan¬ 
ese  Lyrics.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER 
MUSIC  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

Feb.  20:  POET  Eric  Park  performs 
“Shakespeare's  Blues";  a  poetry  open 
mic  follows.  7:30  pm.  Bird  &  Beckett, 
2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 


Feb.  21  &  March  21 :  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  holds  WORKSHOPS  on  how  to 
design  and  direct  a  community  mural. 

7  to  9  pm.  2981  24th  St.  285-2287. 

Feb.  21:  “An  Evening  with  DANIEL 
HANDLER  (a.k.a.  Lemony  Snicket)”  fea¬ 
tures  a  performance  by  Word  for  Word 
of  4  Adverbs  from  Handler’s  new  novel, 
and  an  interview  with  writer  Andrew 
Sean  Greer.  7  pm.  4  Adverbs  will  be 
performed  Feb.  24-March  12,  Wed.- 
Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm.  Project  Artaud 
Theater,  450  Florida  St.  437-6775. 

Feb.  21 :  Ingleside  Police  Station  holds 
its  regular  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing  starting  at  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1 
Sgt.  John  Young  Lane.  404-4000. 

Feb  22:  NATURE  in  the  City’s  Peter 
Brasrow  and  Ruth  Gravanis  give  an 
overview  of  San  Francisco's  natural 
environment,  in  a  talk  hosted  by  the  City 
Lights  Foundation  and  Counterpulse,  8 
pm.  1310  Mission  St.  626-2060. 

Feb.  23:  See  Jane  Run  offers 
TRIATHLON  and  marathon  training  pro¬ 
grams.  Sign  up  at  3910  24th  St.,  call 
401-8338,  or  visit  www.seejanerun- 
sports.com. 

Feb.  23:  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors  meets 
at  7:30  pm  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center  at  Day  and  Sanchez.  285-0473. 

Feb.  24:  Noe  Valley  resident  JANET 
THORNBURG  reads  from  and  signs  her 
new  collection  of  short  stories,  Rhubarb 
Pie.  7  pm.  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers, 
1307  Castro  St.  282-8080. 

Feb.  24:  Volunteers  for  the  2005  Noe 
Valley  Harvest  Festival  are  invited  to  a 
THANK-YOU  PARTY,  with  music, 
refreshments,  and  a  discussion  of  this 
year's  festival.  7:30-9  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  ram- 
books@pacbell.net. 


Feb.  25:  Beth  Friedricksen  holds  a 
WORKSHOP,  “Memory-Keeping  at  Its 
Best,”  to  create  a  personal  photo/short- 
story  card,  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Older  Women’s  League  (OWL).  10 
am-noon.  Call  989-4422  to  make  a 
reservation. 

Feb.  25:  The  Bay  Area  Photographers 
Collective  (BAPC)  invites  the  public  to  a 
free  talk  by  the  photographer,  writer,  and 
educator  Margaretta  Mitchell,  author  of 
Ruth  Bernhard:  Between  Art  and  Life.  2- 
4  pm.  50  Scott  St.  554-9522. 

Feb.  25:  The  Noe  Valley  Preparedness 
Committee  offers  a  free  FIRE  EXTIN¬ 
GUISHER  safety  demonstration.  Meet  at 
1 1  am  at  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market  on 
24th  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg. 
377-3890. 

Feb.  25-March  3:  The  24th  annual  San 
Francisco  Middle  School  SCIENCE 
FAIR  features  projects  from  30  public 
and  private  schools.  Awards  ceremony 
Feb.  25, 10:30  am-noon.  Randall 
Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

Feb.  27-April  3:  The  San  Francisco  Fire 
Department  offers  a  free  six-session 
Neighborhood  Emergency  Response 
Team  Training  (NERT).  Mondays,  6-9 
pm.  Dolores  Plaza,  1839  15th  St.  Regis¬ 
ter  at  970-2024  or  www.sfgov.org/sffd- 
nert. 

Feb.  28:  In  celebration  of  BLACK  HIS¬ 
TORY  MONTH,  Marijo  tells  "Stories 
from  the  Drinking  Gourd:  Folktales  from 
African-American  Heritage,”  for  ages  5 
and  older.  10:30  am.  Eureka 
Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555 16th 
St.  355-5616. 

Feb.  28:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Police  Station 
begins  at  6  p.m.  630  Valencia  St. 
558-5400. 


March  1:  A  representative  from  PG&E 
will  discuss  power  OUTAGES  on  24th 
Street  at  a  meeting  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  and  Professionals  Associa¬ 
tion.  9  am.  Bank  of  America,  24th  and 
Castro.  648-3954. 

March  2:  The  11th  annual  BARK  & 
WHINE  BALL  is  a  fundraiser  for  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA.  7-10:30  pm.  S.F.  Gift 
Center  Pavilion,  888  Brannan  St.  522- 
3535. 

March  4, 1 1  &  1 8:  Noe  Val  ley  NERT 
(Neighborhood  Emergency  Response 
Team)  will  welcome  new  members  after 
a  TRAINING  on  three  Saturdays  in 
March.  9  am-4  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  Call  970-2024  or 
www.sfgov.org/sffdnert. 


In  Like  a  Lion,  Out  Like  a 
Lamb? 

The  March  2006  issue  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  on  or  before  March  3, 
2006.  The  deadline  for  calen¬ 
dar  items  is  Feb.  15,  2006. 
Please  note  that  because  of 
space  limitations,  Noe  Valley 
events  take  priority.  Our 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  you 
may  send  an  e-mail  to  Calen¬ 
dar  Editor  Karol  Barske  at  cal- 
endar@noevalleyvoice.com. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  *  $32  for  3  courses 


Another  in  a  series... 
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Sue  saved  our  sanity! 


Make  the  best  choice, 
call  Sue  Borsian. 


Sue  Borsian 
REALTOR® 

41 5.695.0552  ext  179 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
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Your  Source  for  Amazing  Cjifts, 
Accessories  &  SCome  (Decor 
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PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 


Good  Attendance 
is  Important 

please  call  when  your  child 
is  absent 


ALVARADO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  415-695-5695 


Renewable  energy  is  a  natural  choice. 


Renewable  energy -energy  in  nature  that  replenishes  itself, 
like  electricity  generated  by  the  power  of  solar  energy,  is  one 
of  our  best  hopes  for  a  clean  energy  future. 

Harness  the  Power  All  Around  Us 


Renewable 

Energy 

Program 


CALIFORNIA  ENERGY  COMMISSION 


www.consumerenergycenter.orq  1-800-555-7794 


SchweD 


CONSTRUCTION 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
Member: 


/  A  % 
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Noe  Valley  Faces 


joe@JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


If  you  live  within  a  five-block  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  you  have  probably  seen 
Jose  Garcia  at  work.  For  14  years,  Garcia  and  his  boss,  legendary  Valley  Street 
handyman/contractor  Euclid  Sperow,  have  painted,  remodeled,  and  repaired 
countless  neighborhood  homes. 

The  partnership  began  in  an  unlikely  way.  Drawn  here  from  Los  Angeles  by  San 
Francisco’s  renowned  beauty  in  1991,  Garcia  filled  in  for  an  indisposed  roommate 
who’d  been  working  with  Sperow.  A  couple  of  days  turned  into  1 4  years. 


"We  get  along  good,”  says  Garcia  when  asked  about  working  with  Sperow.  “We 
both  like  to  get  things  done  properly,  the  way  they  should  be.” 

Each  morning,  Sperow  picks  up  Garcia  at  the  24th  Street  BART  Station  and  brings 
him  back  to  Sperow’s  Valley  Street  outpost,  where  they  prepare  for  the  day’s  jobs. 

Garcia,  34,  lives  in  a  Sperow-owned  apartment  building  in  Oakland  with  his  wife 
Maria  and  their  1 0-year-old  son  and  4-year-old  daughter. They  are  expecting  their 
third  child  soon. 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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Happy  New  Year!  It’s  the  year  4073  according  to  the  Chinese  calendar,  and  visitors  to  Alice’s  Restaurant  on  Sanchez  Street  may  find  a 
colorful  display  of  oranges  on  the  tables  signifying  the  wish  for  good  luck  as  in  this  2005  photo.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Architecture 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

Order  AUTOGRAPHED  by  Bill  Griffith 
ONLY  from 
Pinhead  Productions 


"If  you  have 
never  seen  a 
Zippy  comic, 
you  have  never 
seen  the  most 
exquisitely 
absurd  strip  of 
the  last  century, 
and  of  what 
there  is  so 
far  of  this  century. 
It's  beautifully 
drawn,  too." 

-Linda  Godfrey, 
cnb-scene.com 


To  order  onine,  go  to: 

www.ziPovthepinhead.com 

To  onfcf  rfa  no*.  Mod  $19.95  <+  5.00  •Mppin(  a  $24.95  Mall 
lari  ort«v  Add  11.00  ■Mp«iaf  »  $30.95  total. 


PO  Box  88 
Hadlyme  CT  06439 

128  pc*r  20  page  Color  Section 
8  1/2"  by  11" 


Love  to  cook?  Why  go  downtown? 


Everything  you  love  is  here  in  your  neighborhood. 

Bauer  Pottery  All-Clad  Cookware 


Wine  Glasses 
Global  Knives 
ClickClacks 
Cookbooks 


KitchenAid  Electrics 
Mighty  Leaf  Tea 
Le  Creuset 
Bamboo  Boards 


And  of  course  we  have  a  full  selection  of  Valentine’s  Day 
cookie  cutters,  sugars,  decorations  &  other  fun  items. 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  1309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

BOULEVARD  (415)  647-2665 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

A  GA  IN! 


Happily  Ever — or 
Never— After 

By  David  O’ Grady 

When  Valentine’s  Day  rolls  around, 
romantic  movies  like  Casablanca , 
An  Affair  to  Remember ,  and  When  Harry 
Met  Sally  are  often  checked  out  at  our 
neighborhood  video  stores.  But  if  you’re 
up  for  something  a  little  different,  you 
might  try  some  movies  where  Cupid 
doesn’t  shoot  so  straight. 

In  this  month’s  movie  picks,  love’s 
combatants  spar  on  a  variety  of  battle¬ 
fields.  Like  the  prototypical  Adam’s  Rib, 
starring  dueling  spouses  Spencer  Tracy 
and  Katharine  Hepburn,  these  films  prove 
that,  in  the  end,  love  indeed  conquers 
all — but  not  without  a  fight. 

Up,  Sideways,  and  Down  with  Love 
Playboy  Catcher  Block,  the  “man 
about  town”  reporter  for  a  men’s  maga¬ 
zine,  blows  off  the  wrong  woman  in  the 
retro-styled  comedy  Down  with  Love 
(2003).  That  woman  is  Barbara  Novak, 
author  of  a  bestselling  book  instructing 
women  to  abstain  from  sex  until  they  can 
enjoy  it  without  love,  as  men  do — or,  as 
Barbara  puts  it,  “il  la  carte.”  When 
Catcher’s  tomcatting  forces  him  to  cancel 
several  interviews  with  Barbara,  her  wrath 
soon  becomes  the  wrath  of  all  women, 
leaving  Catcher  with  an  empty  dance  card. 


Catcher  decides  to  get  even  by  dis¬ 
guising  his  identity  in  an  attempt  to  se¬ 
duce  Barbara — not  into  bed,  but  into 
falling  in  love  with  him.  As  Catcher’s 
scheme  unfolds  over  a  series  of  dates,  he 
may  not  be  the  only  one  with  a  surprise 
up  his  sleeve. 

In  the  lead  roles  in  Down  with  Love, 
Ewan  McGregor  and  Renee  Zellweger  do 
a  good  job  of  delivering  witty  wordplay 
as  they  inhabit  the  over-the-top  costumes 
and  sets  of  a  mythical  1960s  New  York. 
Clearly  inspired  by  the  Rock  Hudson- 
Doris  Day  vehicle  Pillow  Talk  (1959), 
Down  with  Love  even  exploits  the  split¬ 
screen  phone  chat,  turning  it  into  a  clever 
— and  naughty — visual  double  entendre. 
Sophisticated  and  silly,  Down  with  Love 
goes  down  like  fizzy  champagne. 

It  Didn’t  Happen  One  Night 

A  hanging  bed  sheet  kept  Claudette 
Colbert  and  Clark  Gable  from  jumping 
into  each  other's  arms — momentarily — 
in  the  famous  shared-bedroom  scene 
from  the  screwball  classic  It  Happened 
One  Night  ( 1 934).  In  The  Night  We  Never 
Met  ( 1 993),  the  "Wall  of  Jericho”  is  a  cal¬ 
endar  that  detemiines  which  nights  of  the 
week  each  of  three  subletters  of  a  New 
York  pied-H-terre  can  use  the  apartment. 

Brian,  the  leaseholder  and  architect  of 
this  unusual  arrangement,  has  moved  in 
with  his  fiancee  and  can  no  longer  afford 
the  rent  on  the  place,  but  he  wants  to  keep 
it  as  a  clubhouse  for  his  overgrown,  frat- 
boy  buddies.  For  Sam,  played  by  Matthew 
Broderick,  the  apartment  is  an  occasional 
sanctuary  where  he  can  cook,  read,  and 
recover  from  his  busted  romance  with 
Pastel,  a  performance  artist  (a  side-split¬ 
ting  performance  by  Jeanne  Tripplehom). 
For  Ellen,  a  dental  hygienist  played  by 
Annabella  Sciorra,  the  apartment  offers 
an  escape  from  suburban  married  life  and 
gives  her  a  chance  to  paint. 


WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  I  lendcC  Handle  It 


DattieC  HerufeC,  Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President’s  Elite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(415) 338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 

Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


Although  they  haven’t  met,  Sam  and 
Ellen  develop  an  affinity  for  each  other 
through  the  art,  music,  and  food  they  each 
leave  behind  in  the  apartment.  When  Brian 
switches  nights  with  Sam,  however,  no 
one  updates  the  timeshare  calendar 
tacked  to  the  kitchen  wall — leading  Ellen 
to  believe  that  Brian  is  the  object  of  her 
affection.  A  case  of  mistaken  identity  soon 
leads  to  bigger  consequences,  as  Ellen 
makes  the  first  move  to  follow  her  heart. 

A  distinctly  “New  York”  kind  of 
movie.  The  Night  We  Never  Met  charms 
viewers  with  its  quirky  story  and  surprise 
casting,  including  Garry  Shandling  as 
Ellen’s  lecherous  dental  patient  and  Jus¬ 
tine  Bateman  as  Brian’s  tightly  wound  fi¬ 
ancee.  It’s  a  great  date  movie  for  anyone 
who  has  survived  the  search  for  love  in 
the  wrong  people  and  places. 

All’s  Fair  in  Love  and  Divorce 

Sometimes,  surviving  the  search  for 
love  isn’t  the  problem — it’s  surviving  the 
relationship  afterward.  Such  is  the  story 
of  The  War  of  the  Roses  (1989),  a  deli¬ 
ciously  dark  divorce  comedy.  Danny  De¬ 
Vito  plays  a  divorce  lawyer  relating  the 
cautionary  tale  of  Oliver  and  Barbara 
Rose,  whose  marriage  tracks  a  tragic  but 
common  arc:  the  couple  slowly  grow 
apart  as  Oliver  mortgages  his  life  to  his 
law  firm  and  Barbara  dedicates  herself  to 
decorating  their  trophy  home. 

An  emblem  of  everything  Oliver  and 
Barbara  sacrificed,  their  home  becomes 
the  literal  battleground  in  their  divorce. 
Refusing  to  move  out  or  relent,  Oliver 
and  Barbara  turn  increasingly  vicious, 
with  Oliver  trashing  Barbara’s  gourmet 
dinner  party  and  Barbara  crushing 
Oliver’s  collectible  car,  among  many 
other  slapstick  casualties.  Just  how  far  the 
war  will  go  has  to  be  seen. 

As  the  two  adversaries,  Michael  Dou¬ 
glas  and  Kathleen  Turner  demonstrate 
they  still  have  the  combative  spark  they 
mastered  in  their  Romancing  the  Stone 
movies  of  the  1980s.  Unlike  those  fun  but 
forgettable  films,  The  War  of  the  Roses 
doggedly  bites  into  its  subject  and  never 
loses  its  way.  Speaking  of  doggedly,  after 
this  movie,  pate  will  never  taste  the  same. 

Cursed  Beast  Seeks  Spell-Breaker 

Disney  returned  to  animation  glory 
(and  shortly  thereafter  lost  its  way  again) 
with  Beauty  and  the  Beast  (1991),  the 
only  animated  feature  to  be  nominated  for 
a  Best  Picture  Academy  Award  and  one 
of  the  first  to  expertly  blend  hand-drawn 
and  computer  animation. 

The  story  is  a  timeless  classic:  An  en¬ 
chantress  turns  a  selfish  prince  into  a 


hideous  beast,  condemning  him  to  a  life 
alone  in  his  castle  unless  he  can  find 
someone  to  love  him  and  break  the  spell. 
When  a  local  inventor,  Maurice,  wanders 
onto  the  neglected  castle  grounds,  he's 
imprisoned  by  the  Beast  for  trespassing. 
But  when  Maurice’s  beautiful  daughter, 
Belle,  arrives  at  the  castle  and  asks  to 
trade  places  with  her  father,  the  Beast  sees 
some  hope  that  the  spell  might  be  broken. 

What  gives  Beauty  and  the  Beast  its 
luster  are  the  wonderful  songs,  and  the  in¬ 
spired  animation  that  accompanies  them. 
The  tune  “Be  Our  Guest,”  featuring  a 
whole  pantry  of  dancing  dishes,  is  worth 
the  rental  fee  alone.  But  it’s  the  support¬ 
ing  characters,  a  hodgepodge  of  servants 
whom  the  enchantress  transformed  into 
household  objects,  that  stay  with  you.  Who 
can  forget  the  teapot  Mrs.  Potts  and  her 
young  teacup  Chip,  the  practical  clock 
Cogsworth,  or  the  candlestick  lover-boy 
Lumiere,  whose  amorous  embrace  of  a 
dishy  feather-duster  causes  her  to  remark: 
“I’ve  been  burned  by  you  before.” 

Beauty  and  the  Beast,  which  is  also 
available  in  an  extended  special  edition, 
ranks  among  the  best  in  animated  stories 
and  is  a  delight  children  and  adults  can 
share  over  and  over  again. 

Equals  in  Love — and  Revenge 

In  the  1990s,  Polish  director  Krzysztof 
Kieslowski  created  his  masterpiece  tril¬ 
ogy  of  films,  Blue,  White,  and  Red,  based 
on  the  colors  and  themes  represented  in 
the  French  flag.  Though  Blue  and  Red  of¬ 
ten  receive  the  most  play.  White  (1994) 
is  worth  a  second  look  for  its  darkly 
comic  meditation  on  the  meaning  of 
equality  between  partners  in  a  broken 
marriage. 

Tired  of  her  husband  Karol’s  sexual 
timidity  and  dysfunction,  Dominique 
convinces  the  French  courts  to  grant  her 
a  divorce,  leaving  her  ex  homeless  and 
penniless  on  the  streets  of  Paris.  Karol  re¬ 
turns  home  to  Poland  smuggled  in  a  suit¬ 
case,  and  eventually  becomes  a  success¬ 
ful  businessman.  But  he  still  loves 
Dominique,  and  hatches  a  deceptive  plot 
of  love  and  revenge  to  convince  Do¬ 
minique  to  come  to  Poland. 

Kieslowski’s  film  is  exquisitely  shot — 
one  dazzling  scene  has  Karol  and  a  friend 
sprawled  on  the  ice  of  a  frozen  river  after 
a  vodka  binge,  the  winter  morning  blind¬ 
ingly  white — and  that  alone  would  make 
it  worth  seeing.  But  White  also  succeeds 
in  capturing  the  subtle  and  poignant  mys¬ 
teries  of  love,  found  not  only  in  the 
stormy  relationship  of  Dominique  and 
Karol  but  even  in  the  happiest  and  most 
stable  of  couples.  □ 
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2006  Mardi  Gras 

Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 

Beautiful  and  Unique  Gift  Items 
for  that  Special  Someone 

Oscars  and  St.  Patrick's  Day 


VALENTINE'S  DAY  SPECIAL:  One  Free  Mylar  Balloon 
with  purchase  of  two  dozen  Latex  Balloons 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

Open  Noon  -  7  Monday  -  Friday  *10-6  Saturday  and  Sunday 
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YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE... 

paragraph 

MEN  .  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


654  CHENERY  STREET 

(2  fclocke  tzom  Qioa  y  tfkkT .  b-f.'-s-f-i*  » Isaac, xi4  4  Causr.rai 

415.239.7800 

Hour#  i  Tu*« -Pri  11 i  3  0aia~  7p»  Sat -Sun  12pm- 6p» 

www . paragraphs  £ . com 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


flC  Serving  San  Francisco’s 


»  buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

^3  Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

CQ  415.920.8215 

[  BethKershaw@aol.com 

CD 


SHANTA 

DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  S  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 

415.821.4091 

license  442870  B 


Bird  &  %/. 
Beckett 
Books  ^ — 
&  Record 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30 


9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 
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GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 

_ . _ _ _ ) 


C  N 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear." 

V _ J 
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Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

V _ .  _ J 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 


Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761  a 

685  CHEMERY  at  DIAMOND 


This  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 

Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tuegcfatj  Night  U  Fdmlfy  Might! 

Cf*  liads 

683  Chenery  Street  In  GJen  Part  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 
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Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


The  Schudels  of 
Noe  Valley 

In  this  essay,  first  published  in  the 
March  1993  Voice,  Florence  Holub 
describes  her  strong  ties  to  the  Schudel 
family,  who  settled  in  Noe  Valley  during 
the  late  1 9th  and  early  20th  century. 

It  is  always  a  revelation  to  drive  or 
stroll  around  Noe  Valley  with  my 
sister-in-law,  Margaret,  because  she 
was  bom  here. 

On  our  frequent  neighborhood  excur¬ 
sions,  she  likes  to  point  out  various 
houses  and  tell  of  those  who  lived  in 
them,  and  it  seems  as  if  our  valley  was 
once  overflowing  with  members  of  her 
family,  the  Schudels. 

Margaret’s  father,  John  Schudel, 
came  to  America — with  his  mother  and 
two  siblings — after  his  father  died,  to 
join  six  older  siblings  already  settled  in 
San  Francisco.  The  Schudels  were  from 
the  small,  charming,  German-speaking 
village  of  Beggingen,  near  Schaff- 
hausen,  in  Switzerland. 

Back  in  1905,  Anna,  the  oldest 
daughter,  was  already  here  and  married, 
with  five  children,  to  Oscar  Menchen, 
who  operated  a  paper  supply  business. 
Oscar’s  brother-in-law,  Emil,  also  oper¬ 
ated  his  own  business,  the  Schudel 
Paper  Company,  which  provided  paper 
goods  (wrappings,  paper  plates,  pie 
boxes,  etc.)  to  many  small  bakeries,  and 
which  he  built  into  a  large,  lucrative 
business  as  the  city  grew. 

Emil  Schudel  and  his  wife,  Gazina, 
lived  in  a  house  at  the  comer  of  Dolores 
and  27th  streets,  where  they  raised  four 
daughters.  Behind  the  house  was  a  bam 
where  Emil  kept  the  horses  he  needed  to 
pull  his  delivery  supply  wagons.  Emil’s 
youngest  brother,  John,  also  sheltered 
his  horse  there. 

Not  long  after  the  1906  earthquake, 
Margaret’s  mother,  Meta,  arrived  in 
America.  She  came  over  with  an  aunt, 
from  a  small  town  in  northern  Germany 
near  Bremen.  When  she  first  set  foot  in 
San  Francisco,  Meta,  who  was  just  16, 
was  shocked  to  see  the  city  in  shambles, 
but  she  immediately  landed  a  job  as  a 
live-in  domestic  with  a  wealthy  old  San 
Francisco  family. 

It  was  Meta’s  responsibility  to  keep 
everything  gleaming  in  her  employer’s 
fashionable  mansion.  At  the  end  of  the 
day,  the  mistress  of  the  house  would 
walk  around  brushing  a  white  handker¬ 
chief  over  the  furniture,  to  make  sure 
there  was  not  a  speck  of  dust  remaining. 
There  never  was,  though,  because  this 
young  lady  was  (and  remained)  an 
unparalleled  housekeeper! 

Meta  was  allowed  one  day  off  per 
month,  and  on  that  day  she  visited  her 
sister  Gazina  on  Dolores  Street.  There 
she  met  Emil’s  brother  John,  who  was 
also  a  frequent  guest.  At  their  first  meet¬ 
ing,  Meta  and  John  sat  quietly  in 
Gazina’s  parlor,  glancing  shyly  at  one 
another.  But  eventually  the  timidity 
faded,  and  the  couple  developed  a 
mutual  romantic  interest.  On  that  one 
precious  Sunday  a  month,  they  could 
often  be  seen  venturing  out  of  the  parlor 
and  into  the  streets  of  the  neighborhood. 

Their  destination  invariably  was  the 
Nickelodeon — Noe  Valley’s  first  movie 


theater,  on  24th  Street  near  Castro — and 
following  the  movie,  they’d  stroll  to  a 
nearby  soda  fountain  for  banana  splits. 

John  and  Meta  married  in  1914,  and 
raised  a  family  of  three — John, 
Margaret,  and  Conrad — in  a  Victorian 
house  at  820  Elizabeth  Street,  above 
Douglass  Street.  They  shared  the  house 
with  John’s  widowed  mother,  whom 
everyone  called  “Mutter”  (pronounced 
“Mooter”). 

John  Schudel  was  a  self-employed 
salesman  for  the  Consumers  Yeast 
Company.  In  the  pre- Wonder  Bread  era, 
he  was  one  of  the  many  people  who 
supplied  the  city  with  its  daily  bread, 
making  yeast  deliveries  to  bakers  by 
horse  and  buggy. 

On  occasion,  John  would  take  daugh¬ 
ter  Margaret  with  him  and,  in  a  busi¬ 
ness-like  manner,  direct  her  to  count  out 
the  one-pound  packages  of  yeast,  as 
ordered  by  the  customer.  This,  recol¬ 
lects  Margaret,  made  her  feel  very 
important. 

Quite  a  few  of  John’s  customers  were 
relatives  who  were  also  running  bak¬ 
eries  or  stores.  Uncle  Ernst  owned  the 
Majestic  Bakery  on  lower  24th  Street. 
Uncle  Jacob  ran  a  small  store  on 
Sanchez  between  25th  and  Jersey, 
which  he  opened  up  after  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  his  early-morning  milk  route 
(leaving  full  bottles  of  milk,  and  picking 
up  the  empty  ones  to  be  returned,  steril¬ 
ized,  and  refilled). 

Margaret  always  liked  to  go  with  her 
father  to  Uncle  Jacob’s  store  because  he 
never  failed  to  present  his  niece  with  a 
large  ice  cream  cone.  The  outing  also 
served  Margaret’s  mother  well,  giving 
her  time  to  do  her  countless  chores 
without  the  interruption  of  little  scam¬ 
pering  feet. 

In  the  days  before  the  invention  of 


After  John  Schudel  and  Meta  Wehrenberg 
were  wed  in  1914,  they  raised  their  three 
children  in  a  Victorian  at  820  Elizabeth  Street. 


such  labor-saving  devices  as  the  wash¬ 
ing  machine,  refrigerator,  and  vacuum 
cleaner,  “women’s  work  was  never 
done,”  as  they  say.  And  in  addition  to 
her  three  lively  children  and  the  house¬ 
hold  duties,  Meta  had  an  aging  mother- 
in-law  to  care  for.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
she  would  not  put  up  with  too  much 
foolishness. 

For  example,  when  it  was  time  for 
Margaret  to  start  kindergarten  at  the 
Noe  Valley  School,  located  just  across 
the  street  from  their  house — where  Noe 
Courts  park  is  now — Meta  met  with 
adamant  resistance  from  her  shy  little 
girl,  who  felt  she  was  being  totally 
abandoned.  Each  morning,  she  would 
walk  Margaret  across  the  street  to  her 
classroom  and  then  return  home.  But 
before  she  could  take  off  her  hat  and 
coat,  her  daughter  would  burst  into  the 
kitchen,  wailing  loudly. 

Meta  trotted  Margaret  back  to  school, 
but  time  after  time,  the  weeping  tot 


"Tante”  Martha  and  Uncle  Albert  Jestadt  lived  on  the  last  unpaved  block  of  29th  Street  when 
they  sat  for  this  1920s  portrait  with  their  niece  and  nephew,  Margaret  and  Conrad  Schudel. 


would  run  home,  looking  for  reassur¬ 
ance  from  a  mother  whose  patience  was 
wearing  thin.  This  might  have  gone  on 
indefinitely,  except  for  a  secret  weapon 
that  Meta  held  in  reserve:  a  thin  little 
switch  that  rested  within  arm’s  reach 
upon  the  kitchen  molding.  When 
applied,  the  switch  delivered  a  sharp 
sting.  One  quick,  light  application,  and 
Margaret’s  rebellion  was  over. 

Another  time  that  the  switch  was 
called  upon  (remember,  this  was  the  era 
of  “Spare  the  rod,  spoil  the  child”)  was 
the  day  Meta  sent  Margaret  and  her  lit¬ 
tle  brother  Conrad  to  buy  vegetables  at 
the  market,  which  was  near  Nielsen’s 
soda  fountain  and  candy  store,  at  24th 
and  Douglass.  They  were  allowed  to 
spend  one  penny  each  for  candy,  as  a 
reward.  (A  penny  was  like  a  dime  then, 
a  dime  like  a  dollar,  and  a  dollar  was  a 
day’s  pay.) 

With  vegetables  in  hand,  the  two  lit¬ 
tle  shoppers  entered  the  creamery  to 
spend  their  pennies  on  candy.  It  was  an 
extremely  hot  day,  however,  so  the  man 
behind  the  counter  said,  “I  bet  you 
would  like  ice  cream  cones.”  They  nod¬ 
ded  their  heads  up  and  down  agree¬ 
ably — of  course  they  would.  But  when 
he  handed  them  the  cones  scooped  high 
and  said,  “Ten  cents  please,”  Margaret 
began  to  feel  uneasy. 


The  minute  they  reached  home,  she 
directed  her  little  brother  to  sit  on  the 
stairs  holding  the  cones,  while  she  went 
inside  to  belatedly  ask  permission  to 
buy  ice  cream  on  such  a  terribly  hot 
day.  She  was  well  into  her  plea  when 
Conrad  entered  the  room  holding  a  cone 
in  each  hand,  melted  ice  cream  running 
down  his  arms.  She  knew  she  was  in  big 
trouble  when  her  mother  reached  for  the 
switch  (the  one  that  didn’t  sting  much — 
just  enough  to  remember  forever!) 

When  Margaret  was  about  10 
years  old,  the  house  next 
door  caught  fire,  and  the 
blaze  quickly  spread  to  the  Schudel 
home.  This  was  a  terrifying  experience, 
and  so  much  damage  was  done  that  the 
children  had  to  be  sent  away  to  stay 
with  a  favorite  aunt  while  their  home 
was  being  repaired. 

“Tante”  Martha,  their  childless,  dot¬ 
ing  aunt,  and  her  husband,  Albert 
Jestadt,  lived  on  the  then-unpaved  upper 
end  of  29th  Street  (above  Diamond), 
before  the  Redevelopment  Agency 
razed  the  old  houses  and  put  in  new 
streets.  In  the  1920s,  it  was  a  steep  hill 
where  flowers  grew  and  mockingbirds 
nested  in  the  tall  grass,  filling  the  air 
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Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  • 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  &. 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design 
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MATERNITY 

EDUCATION 

Please  call 
415-626-BABY 
for  more 
information  'fa 


MONTHLY  CLASSES 
in  both  English  &  Spanish 

Childbirth  Preparation 
Breastfeeding  Education 
Early  Parenting  Skills 
Infant  /  Child  CPR 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital 


Hanging  on  Church  Street.  This  painting  temporarily  graced  the  plywood  covering  the  construction  (on  the  Church  Street  side)  of  the  new  Sterling  Bank  in  September. 
Neighbors  without  a  washer  and  dryer  at  home  will  remember  that  a  laundromat  formerly  occupied  the  site.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


■C  KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


VALLEY 

CYCLERY 

4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 


Tues.  —  Sa(.  II  —  6 


Sun.  11—5 
Since  1976 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Gall  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


}  We  always  have 
G>  workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
X  cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  -  1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women's  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/tir.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


(415)  282-4915  •  www.beverlylharp.com 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KraftMcW  CORIAN®  GRANITE  ZODIAQ- 
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Margaret  (n6e  Schudel)  and  Mike  Mickelson  posed  for  this  1944  portrait  in  Florence  and  Leo 
Holub’s  living  room.  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 
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with  lilting  song.  The  temporary  stay 
was  heavenly  for  the  children  because 
Tante  Martha  provided  a  daily  menu  of 
cakes,  candy,  and  cream  puffs  oozing 
with  whipped  cream.  How  they  reveled 
in  this  house  of  loving  care  and  endless 
sweets — until  both  of  them  broke  out  in 
a  miserable  case  of  hives! 

They  had  to  be  put  on  a  healthful, 
low-sugar  diet,  but  they  were  cured  of 
their  sweet-cravings  for  a  long  time. 
Soon  they  returned  to  their  remodeled 
home  with  its  new  stucco  facade  and  a 
garage  to  shelter  the  new  delivery  truck 
that  replaced  the  horse  and  buggy. 

When  their  father  brought  home  a  cake 
purchased  at  one  of  the  bakeries  on  his 
route,  his  two  young  children  com¬ 
plained,  “What,  cake  again?!” 

Over  the  years,  Tante  Martha  and 
Uncle  Albert  lavished  attention  upon 
their  little  relatives,  often  taking  them  to 
dinner  at  the  Rathskeller  in  the  German- 
American  Hall,  or  to  the  park  or  the 
beach.  One  day  they  even  dressed  them 


Florence  Holub  drew  this  illustrated 
memory  of  the  Schudel  homestead  on 
Elizabeth  Street,  with  “tantes”  (aunts) 
Verena,  Frieda,  Anna,  and  Martha  standing 
out  front  with  young  Johnny  Mickelson. 


in  their  Sunday  best  and  carted  them  to 
a  downtown  studio  to  have  their  picture 
taken.  There  the  photographer  seated  his 
four  subjects  in  front  of  a  painted  back¬ 
drop  of  “Portals  of  the  Past,”  the  colon¬ 
nade  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  The  children 
had  to  hold  still  for  a  long  time  as  he 
snapped  several  poses.  Later  they  were 
given  brown  proofs  to  choose  from, 
which  would  turn  dark  brown,  almost 
black,  if  not  quickly  returned  to  the 
photographer. 

Margaret  attended  St.  John’s 
Lutheran  School,  an  elementary  school 
on  Howard  Street,  and  then  went  on  to 
Commerce  High.  After  graduating  with 
secretarial  training,  she  got  a  job  in  the 
Financial  District,  where  she  met  my 
older  brother,  Mike  Mickelson. 

They  married  and  were  living  in  the 
house  on  Elizabeth  Street  in  the  early 
1940s,  when  Mike  was  drafted  into  the 
Army.  For  the  remainder  of  World  War 
II.  he  was  assigned  to  a  troop  transport. 


the  SS  Sea  Star,  which  sailed  to  and 
from  the  South  Pacific.  Mike  was  at  the 
end  of  the  run  when  his  first  son  was 
bom  and  named  after  his  father,  John  C. 
Mickelson. 

By  the  time  Mike  and  Margaret’s  sec¬ 
ond  son,  Robert,  came  along,  they  had 
moved  to  the  ground  floor  of  my 
father’s  home  in  Sunnyside — a  ravine 
just  west  of  Glen  Park,  known  at  that 
time,  disparagingly,  as  Pneumonia 
Gulch.  (This  was  before  central  heat¬ 
ing.) 

In  1961,  Margaret  and  Mike 
Mickelson  built  their  own  modern  home 
just  across  the  street  from  my  father’s, 
where  Margaret  [now  86  years  of  age] 
still  resides.  With  my  father’s  death, 
their  son  John  purchased  the  family 
home.  He  and  his  wife,  Linda,  raised 
four  children  there — Paul,  Beth,  Willie, 
and  Joe — all  of  whom  graduated,  with 
honor,  from  the  Noe  Valley  Nursery 
School. 


The  Schudel  family  is  no  longer  as 
visible  as  it  once  was  in  Noe 
Valley.  Margaret’s  father  died  in 
1 949  at  the  age  of  60.  Her  mother  lived 
on  for  another  21  years,  and  during 
those  years  she  and  her  devoted  daugh¬ 
ter  could  be  seen  shopping  up  and  down 
24th  Street.  In  1971  Meta  died,  and  the 
house  on  Elizabeth  Street  was  sold. 

Emil,  the  last  of  the  nine  Schudels 
from  Beggingen,  died  later  that  same 
year.  By  then  most  of  the  family  had 
left  Noe  Valley,  except  for  Emil’s 
youngest  daughter,  Dorothy,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  brilliant  young  lawyer.  Jay 
Pfotenhauer,  who  was  appointed  a 
Superior  Court  judge.  They  built  their 
modern  home  on  Cumberland  Street  in 
Dolores  Heights,  and  worked  actively 
on  neighborhood  causes  until  illness 
forced  them  to  move  to  a  retirement 
community. 

Dorothy  and  Margaret  bear  a  striking 
resemblance  to  one  another,  but  that  is 
not  surprising  since  their  mothers  were 
sisters  and  their  fathers  were  brothers. 

The  Schudel  offspring  were  mainly 
females  (13  girls  to  5  boys),  so  the 
name  has  almost  disappeared  with  time 
and  marriage.  A  few  years  ago,  when 
our  oldest  son  Michael  was  joining  the 
Navy  and  we  threw  a  party  for  him, 
Margaret  was  as  amazed  as  we  were  to 
see  that  our  son’s  best  friend,  George 
Haddock,  was  “Geordie,”  Uncle  Jacob’s 
grandson,  his  daughter  Alvina’s  child. 

Today  there  is  only  one  Schudel 
listed  in  the  phone  book,  Conrad 
Schudel,  Margaret’s  younger  brother. 
Conrad  lives  south  of  Noe  Valley  with 
his  wife,  Lois,  and  their  pretty  daughter 
Cheryl. 

Cheryl  has  not  yet  relinquished  her 
maiden  name — and  maybe  she  won’t. 
But  in  either  case,  Schudel  will  long  be 
remembered  as  a  pioneering  name  in 
Noe  Valley.  □ 


Editor's  Note:  Cheryl  Schudel  reports 
that  both  her  parents  have  passed  away: 
her  mother,  Lois,  in  1994  and  her  father, 
Conrad,  in  2003.  But  she  is  proud  to 
carry  on  the  family  name,  pronounced 
“Shoo-DELL.”  Cheryl  is  currently 
residing  off  Silver  Avenue  in  the  Portola 
District. 
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Readers  Really  Get  Around 


We’ve  got  news  for  you  and  about  you.  Here’s  the  latest  installment 
in  this  travel  pictorial  featuring  some  of  our  most  literate,  com¬ 
municative,  and  adventurous  Noe  Valleyans.You  can  join  them  on  this  page 
by  writing  or  e-mailing  us.  Our  address  is:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn:  Readers, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941  14.  Our  e-mail  address  is 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 


Rev.  Angel  Stork  catches  up  on  her 
reading  while  recovering  from  a  six-course 
wedding  feast  at  this  1 1  th-century  Italian 
castle.  Stork  officiated  at  the  nontraditional 
ceremony  near  Rufina  in  the  heart  of 
Tuscany. 


Kathy  Zucchi  likes  to  travel  and  has  sent 
the  Voice  photos  from  places  both  warm  and 
exotic.  Here  she  enjoys  the  awesome 
scenery  in  Lucerne,  Switzerland. 


Noe  Valley  natives  Jeffrey  Blair  and  Alana  Lowe  Schwartz  trekked  through  Thailand  for 
three  weeks  in  December.  Here  they  catch  up  on  the  news  while  waiting  at  the  bus  station 
outside  of  Krabi  on  the  way  to  Ko  Lanta. 


Ron  Stenger  can't  enjoy  the  sights  in  Praia  Do  Vau, Algarve,  Portugal,  until  he  finishes  catching 
up  on  the  news  from  home.  Photo  by  Buck  Melton 


Buck  Melton  turns  away  from  the  sun  and  into  some  good  reading  in  Lisbon,  Portugal. 

Photo  by  Ron  Stenger 


Ah,  those  warm  days.  Gloria  Miyashiro,  Shirley  Herndon,  Keiko  Kim,  and  Eileen 
Granich  read  the  headlines  before  going  horseback-riding  last  August. 


Gilbertina  Guarini  took  time  out  from  her  reading  to  observe  some  snake  charmers  during 
a  recent  trip  to  Jhaipur  (the  pink  city),  India.  She  and  her  husband  Bruno  Guarini  own  the 
store  Qoio  on  24th  Street. 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month  we  introduce  a 
community-oriented  financial  institution, 
an  optometrist  whose  focus  is  local  per¬ 
spectives,  and  a  vintage  clothing  store  with 
threads  crisscrossing  the  neighborhood. 

Sterling  Bank  and  Trust 
3800  24th  Street  at  Church  Street 
415-970-9070 

In  November,  when  Sterling  Bank  and 
Trust  opened  its  eighth  San  Francisco 
branch  next  door  to  the  exercise  studio  Fit 
Lite — in  the  building  that  once  housed 
Launderland — the  transformation  of  the 
northwest  comer  of  24th  and  Church 
streets  became  complete.  Now  when  peo¬ 
ple  step  into  the  marble  entry  way  of  the 
freshly  painted  gray-and-green  building, 
they  see  sleek,  custom-designed  Herman 
Miller  workstations,  a  large  black  safe, 
and  smiling  bankers,  instead  of  well- 
worn  washers,  dryers,  and  folding  tables. 

Steve  Adams,  the  bank’s  regional  man¬ 
ager,  says  establishing  a  presence  in  Noe 
Valley  was  a  move  that  made  good  sense. 
“We  have  a  lot  of  customers  who  live  in 
Noe  Valley,  and  they  had  been  going  to 
our  Market  Street  and  Van  Ness  offices. 
We  saw  an  opportunity  and  decided  to  go 
for  it,”  Adams  says.  “I  also  live  on  Twin 
Peaks  just  above  Noe  Valley,  so  I ’m  in  the 
neighborhood  a  lot.” 

Founded  21  years  ago,  Sterling  Bank 
hnd  Trust  is  a  locally  owned  institution; 
its  other  branches  in  the  city  are  on  Geary, 
Irving,  Alemany,  Jackson,  and  Montgom¬ 
ery  streets.  The  bank  offers  a  full  range  of 
financial  products,  from  free  personal 
checking  accounts  (“We  even  pay  for  the 
checks!”  says  Adams)  to  fixed-yield  CDs 
with  terms  from  three  months  to  five  years. 
Adams  points  out  that  Sterling’s  business 
checking  accounts  afford  a  system  of 
cash  management  that  “gives  mom-and- 
pop  stores  total  freedom  to  pay  their  em¬ 
ployees  online,  pay  their  bills  online,  and 
manage  their  business  finances  online.” 

The  company  also  offers  money  mar¬ 
ket  accounts,  overdraft  accounts,  safety- 
deposit  boxes,  investment  services 
through  Cambridge  Research  Invest¬ 
ments,  and  a  full  line  of  residential  and 
commercial  real  estate  services.  The 
bank’s  residential  real  estate  department 
is  located  in  the  Noe  Valley  branch. 

Embracing  the  community  even  before 
its  doors  opened.  Sterling  Bank  joined  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association  and 
stepped  up  to  sponsor  the  neighborhood’s 
first-ever  Harvest  Festival  in  October. 
Tom  St.  Dennis,  the  bank’s  president, 
chairman,  and  CEO,  attended.  “I  was  out 
there  meeting  the  neighbors.  It  was  ex¬ 
citing,”  St.  Dennis  says.  “As  a  bank,  you 
should  be  involved  in  the  neighborhood. 
If  you’re  involved,  the  merchant  district 
thrives,  and  if  the  merchant  district 


Steve  Adams,  Anita  Wilson,  and  Steven 
Nice  (left  to  right)  invite  you  to  visit  the 
new  Sterling  Bank  branch,  in  Launderland’s 
old  spot  at  Church  and  24th  streets. 

Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 

thrives,  then  everybody  wins.” 

The  Noe  Valley  branch  has  a  confer¬ 
ence  room,  which  is  available  to  custo¬ 
mers  and  community  groups  for  use  free 
of  charge.  Hours  are  Monday  through 
Thursday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.;  Friday,  9  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturday  from  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 

Eye  Level  Optometry 

1544  Church  Street  at  Duncan  Street 

415-648-4200 

Dr.  Bonnie  Ng  has  been  fascinated 
with  eyes  since  she  got  her  first  pair  of 
contact  lenses  while  a  teenager  attending 
Lowell  High  School.  “I’d  been  wearing 
glasses  since  elementary  school,  and  I 
was  just  so  amazed  I  was  able  to  see  so 
clearly  without  glasses.  That  spurred  my 
interest  in  optometry,”  says  the  owner  of 
Eye  Level  Optometry. 

In  December,  she  opened  for  business 
at  1544  Church  Street  at  Duncan  Street. 
The  storefront  was  recently  vacated  by 
RYS  Architects.  It  was  formerly  the  long¬ 
time  abode  of  Homes  of  Charm  Antiques. 

After  graduating  from  U.C.  Davis  and 
then  from  Nova  Southeastern  University 
College  of  Optometry  in  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  Ng  returned  to  her  native  Sunset  Dis¬ 
trict  in  San  Francisco.  She  worked  several 
years  for  other  optometrists  and  ophthal¬ 
mologists  before  striking  out  on  her  own. 

“I  was  able  to  take  the  best  thing  out  of 
each  practice  and,  hopefully,  incorporate 
it  into  my  own  practice,”  she  reflects.  “I 
make  sure  that  each  patient  is  happy  and 
satisfied  with  the  quality  of  care  and  the 
quality  of  products  they  receive.  One 
great  thing  about  having  your  own  prac¬ 
tice  is  you  set  your  own  schedule.  I  have 
more  time  now  to  get  to  know  each  pa¬ 
tient  as  a  person,  which  I  enjoy.” 

Ng  has  state-of-the-art  diagnostic 
equipment  and  offers  comprehensive  eye 
examinations,  routine  and  specialty  con¬ 
tact  lens  fitting,  emergency  office  visits, 
visual  field  (peripheral  vision)  testing, 
punctal  plug  occlusion  (a  procedure 
where  plugs  are  inserted  into  tear  ducts  to 
slow  drainage  to  help  patients  with  dry 


Store  owner  Graciela  Ronconi  (right)  and 
sales  associate  Christina  Armijo  offer  a 
"vintage  beauty  bar"  filled  with  jewelry, 
purses,  and  shoes,  in  Vendima,  located  at 
the  corner  of  24th  and  Castro. 

eyes),  and  refractive  surgery  consultation 
(for  those  considering  LASIK  surgery). 
She  can  also  prescribe  medications  to 
treat  infections  and  other  conditions  of 
the  eye,  as  well  as  monitor  for  diabetes 
and  high  blood  pressure — basically, 
everything  except  eye  surgery,  which  she 
refers  to  an  ophthalmologist. 

Ng  carries  an  assortment  of  “very  high- 
quality,  stylish”  frames,  displayed  in  a 
light  mahogany  display  case  to  the  left  as 
you  enter  the  office.  To  the  right  is  a  wait¬ 
ing  room,  which  sports  comfy  chocolate- 
brown  chairs  and  lighter  brown  coffee  ta¬ 
bles  that  contrast  with  the  beige  walls  and 
moss-green  carpet. 

“I  make  sure  you  pick  something 
you’ll  be  happy  with,”  she  says.  “My  ul¬ 
timate  goal  is  patient  satisfaction.” 

Eye  Level  Optometry  is  open  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  and  Sat¬ 
urday  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 

Vendima 

4100  24th  Street  at  Castro  Street 

415-285-7174 

www. vendimavintage.com 

At  the  former  location  of  Graystone 
Wine  &  Liquor,  you  can  still  buy  vintage 
goods — only  now  they’re  non-potable. 
Last  November,  Graciela  Ronconi,  owner 


of  Guys  and  Dolls,  a  vintage  clothing 
boutique  in  the  3700  block  of  24th  Street, 
opened  her  second  shop,  Vendima.  While 
the  first  shop  stocks  “fun  day  wear”  like 
T-shirts  and  sundresses,  the  focus  of 
Vendima,  which  means  “vintage”  in  Por¬ 
tuguese,  is  evening  wear. 

Ronconi  is  particularly  excited  about 
the  “vintage  beauty  bar,”  a  case  filled  with 
jewelry,  purses,  shoes,  and  hats.  “Hope¬ 
fully,  I’ve  created  a  boutique  where  cus¬ 
tomers  can  mix  and  match  clothing  and 
accessories  from  different  eras  and  create 
a  style  that  will  be  uniquely  their  own,” 
she  says. 

About  80  percent  of  her  merchandise 
is  vintage  from  the  1 920s  through  1 970s, 
and  some  familiar  labels  include  Christ¬ 
ian  Dior,  Gucci,  Chanel,  and  Bill  Blass. 
Ronconi  buys  stock  from  the  public  by 
appointment.  She  also  scopes  out  estate 
liquidations  and  wholesale  items. 

The  shop  caters  to  both  men  and 
women.  Most  cocktail  dresses  are  $85  to 
$200  and  women’s  suits  are  about  $65  to 
$150.  Coats  are  $75  to  $125.  In  keeping 
with  Valentine’s  Day,  in  February  the 
shop  is  featuring  vintage  lingerie  and  ac¬ 
cessories.  “The  nightgowns  are  so  pretty, 
some  customers  actually  wear  them  as 
dresses!”  Men  can  find  tuxedos  for  $150, 
cashmere  coats  at  $200,  cufflinks  from 
$15  to  $20,  and  ties  running  $15  to  $28. 

Shoppers  will  find  the  space  has  been 
completely  renovated,  save  the  original 
hardwood  floor.  Ronconi  has  replaced  the 
dark  wood  paneling  with  robin’s  egg  blue 
walls  and  freestanding  chrome  racks  and 
fixtures.  She  notes,  “There  was  only  one 
lonely  fluorescent  tube  hanging  from  the 
ceiling,”  so  she  put  in  new  lighting  as  well. 

Ronconi,  38,  was  raised  in  Noe  Valley. 
“Even  though  there  have  been  a  lot  of 
changes,  I  enjoy  the  neighborhood  just  as 
much  as  I  did  while  growing  up  here.” 
Most  of  her  family  lives  in  San  Francisco, 
as  do  she  and  her  husband  of  14  years, 
Robert,  with  their  “bratty  Siamese  cat.” 

In  addition  to  running  two  businesses, 
Ronconi  is  pursuing  her  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  fashion  merchandising.  “Most  of 
my  working  life  has  been  in  retail.  Fash¬ 
ion  merchandising  is  always  changing, 
even  vintage.  And  I  find  that  exciting.” 

Vendima  is  open  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and  Saturday  and 
Sunday  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 


GARAVAGLIA*  ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 

I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 

www.garavaglla.com 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 
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RocketDog  Rescue 

415-642-4786  www.rocketdogrescue.org 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  great  raincoats, 
sweaters  and  snowboots. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 


& 


Animal  Health  Network 


Animal  Health  Network  understands  that  your  pet  is  a  part  of 
your  family.  That’s  why  we  provide  the  individualized  care  you 
would  expect  for  any  member  of  your  family. 

You’ll  feel  good  knowing  that  in  this  world  of  volume  and 
bargain  pet  care,  Animal  Health  Network  puts  quality,  service 
and  your  family  above  all  else. 


Animal  Health  Network 


Richard  Spickard,  DVM  •  Rebecca  Johnson,  DVM 
Calvin  G.  Lum,  DVM  •  David  Clark,  DVM 

5264  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
415-920-6980  •  www.ahnsf.com 

FREE  PARKING 


Your  family  practice 
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Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 

YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 

www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext. 380 


email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


EMMS! 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
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Dedicated  to  supporting  charities. 

From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to  Alzheimer’s 
research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 

LET’S  FIND  A  CURE! 


SOLD 

$1,350,000 


Stunning  Eureka  Valley  Home! 
Panoramic  Views.  3  Bedrooms  / 
2  Baths.  2  Car  Parking. 


TIPS  FOR  SELLERS 

1.  What  is  the  marketing  plan  to  bring  the  buyer  who  will  pay  the  highest  price  and  what  are  the 
methods  to  determine  the  best  price? 

2.  Preparing  your  property  for  Buyers  -  what  are  the  tips? 

3.  Is  staging  really  important  and  what  does  staging  cost? 

4.  What  are  the  other  costs  to  sell  your  home? 

5.  What  did  other  homes  sell  tor  in  the  area  and  on  your  street? 

Please  call  for  a  complementary  market  analysis  of  your  home  and  a  free  seller’s  guide. 

TIPS  FOR  BUYERS 


1 .  How  to  make  the  best  and  cleanest  offer  for  your  dream  home. 

2.  What  is  the  loan  process  and  how  is  pre-approval  obtained? 

3.  What  is  the  process  after  an  offer  is  accepted? 

4.  Should  there  be  a  personal  letter  of  introduction  to  the  sellers? 

5.  What  is  title  insurance  and  what  is  home  owners  insurance? 

Please  call  for  a  complementary  buyer’s  packet  and  a  private  buyer’s  seminar. 


$155,000 
OVER  ASKING 


The  Best  of  Everything. ..Noe  Valley 
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SMALL 

Noe  Valley  s  Favorite  Children  s  Store 
4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe 
(415)  648-3954 

Spoil  your  baby 
with  the  best. 

Shop  Small  Frys 
for  your 
huggable 
Gund 

baby  plush.  r/*e 


V '-V ■:<  4,v,.  ... 
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www.smallfrys.com 
Children’s  sizes  zero  to 


seven.  Open  every  day. 


Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school  offering 

•  6  year  WASC  accreditation; 

•  Small  classes  in  108; 

•  Low  student  -  teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  a.m.  6-  p.m.  extended  care; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities, 
including  study  hall,  language,  music, 
dance  &-  sports  league. 


Excellence  in  Education  since  1938 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  1 7th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


Preschool 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
725,  Diamond  Street 
(415)  2820141 


Grades  K-8 

Sr.  Ann  Cronin  BVM,  Principal 
665,  Elizabeth  Street 
(4 1 5)  824  8467 


www.saintphilipschoolcom 
info@saintphilipschool.com 


ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

4I9HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94112 

(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  V/U.LESI 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


Preschool  opening 
early  2006 


2j 

NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2006-07 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 

YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


DAY 

SCHOOL 


At  Children’s  Day  School, we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 
of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 

6th  grade  began  fell  2003 
7th  grade  began  fell  2004 
8th  grade  began  fell  2005 
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Graziano’s 
Literary  Safari 


Claudia  Graziano  enlists  the  aid  of  nephews  Dylan  Lisle,  5  (left),  and  Aidan  Lisle,  3  (right),  and  their  pal  Oliver  Moorhead  Clarke,  3,  in  telling 
the  story  of  her  picture  book  Meerkat’s  Safari.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Local  Author  Fulfills  Dream  of 
Writing  a  Children’s  Book 

A 

By  Olivia  Boler 

Looking  for  a  nice  little  Valentine’s 
gift  for  that  budding  reader  in  your 
life?  Meerkat’s  Safari ,  the  debut  chil¬ 
dren’s  book  by  Diamond  Street  resident 
Claudia  Graziano,  might  be  just  the  thing. 
The  nifty  little  hardcover,  aimed  at  kids 
ages  4  through  8,  has  something  for 
everyone,  from  beautiful  illustrations  to 
guessing-game  clues  poetically  dis¬ 
pensed  through  rhyming  couplets* 
Graziano  came  up  with  the  idea  for  the 
book  in  1990.  She  had  just  graduated  from 
college,  was  “underemployed,”  and  needed 
to  occupy  herself  while  looking  for  a  job. 
“I  thought  writing  a  children’s  book 
would  be  a  fun,  creative  project,”  she  says. 

With  the  help  of  Dan  Sweeney,  her 
boyfriend  at  the  time,  she  went  to  the  li¬ 
brary — “This  was  pre-Internet” — to  re¬ 
search  animals.  She  and  Sweeney  wanted 
to  come  up  with  funny  rhymes  a  la  Shel 
Silverstein,  the  late  poet  and  author  of 
children’s  books  such  as  Where  the  Side¬ 
walk  Ends. 

As  it  goes,  Graziano  and  Sweeney 
eventually  found  “real”  employment  be¬ 
fore  completing  the  project,  and  it  was 
tucked  away  until  2001,  when  Graziano 
found  herself  underemployed  yet  again. 
She  started  her  research  once  more,  this 
time  finding  inspiration  in  a  1996  trip  to 
Nigeria,  where  she  had  volunteered  at 
Cercopan,  a  forest  monkey  sanctuary.  “1 
suppose  that  experience  fueled  my  desire 
to  write  a  book  about  animals  in  that  part 
of  the  world,”  Graziano  says. 

Once  the  story  was  in  place,  it  was  time 
to  find  an  illustrator.  A  friend  put  her  in 
touch  with  Boston  illustrator  Michelle 
Barbera.  Both  women  had  been  working 
in  technology  publishing,  and  both  de¬ 
cided  to  forge  out  on  their  own  with  their 
freelance  careers.  For  Graziano,  the  book 
was  always  a  labor  of  love:  “I  just  wanted 
to  see  it  in  print.”  For  Barbera,  the  proj¬ 
ect  would  add  to  her  portfolio.  She  has 
since  illustrated  two  other  children’s 
books  for  Sundance  Publishing  and  Gros- 
set  &  Dunlap.  Barbera  begins  by  sketch¬ 
ing  her  drawings,  then  loading  them  into 
Photoshop.  The  end  results  are  polished, 
airbrushed  drawings.  In  Meerkat's  Safari, 
they’re  dominated  by  the  soft,  warm  col¬ 
ors  associated  with  the  plains  of  Africa. 

In  the  book,  the  animal  character 
Meerkat  leads  the  reader  through  the 
African  landscape  with  questions  such  as, 
“This  gentle  beast  peeks  over  treetops 
with  ease.  Can  you  guess  who  likes  to 
nibble  on  leaves?”,  posed  beneath  the 


footprints  of  the  mystery  creature.  Turn 
the  page  and  we  find  the  answer — in  this 
case,  giraffes — along  with  some  fun 
facts:  “When  giraffes  are  thirsty,  they 
bend  down  low.  Eighteen-feet-tall  gi¬ 
raffes  sometimes  grow.” 

A  literary  agent  Graziano  briefly  en¬ 
gaged  told  her  that  rhyming  books  were 
not  selling  with  publishers,  but  she  was 
not  deterred.  She  knew  from  her  own  ex¬ 
perience  as  an  English  teacher  of  kids  in 
the  seventh-to-tenth  grades  that  “rhyming 
text  promotes  repeat  reading  and  word 
recognition  for  early  readers”  as  well  as 
for  those  having  trouble  with  reading. 
One  of  her  tenth-grade  students,  she  dis¬ 
covered,  could  only  read  at  a  second- 
grade  level.  Graziano  gave  the  student 


picture  books  to  help  him  along.  “He  had 
to  start  at  the  beginning,”  she  says. 

Eager  to  see  the  book  come  to  life, 
Graziano  went  ahead  and  signed  on  with 
the  self-publishing  press  Xlibris.  She 
marked  the  book’s  December  2005  print¬ 
ing  with  a  small  party  at  Baobob  in  the 
Mission.  The  book  is  available  on  the 
Xlibris  web  site,  as  well  as  on  Ama¬ 
zon.com.  In  the  neighborhood.  Just  for 
Fun,  Small  Frys,  and  Ladybug  Ladybug 
carry  copies. 

In  April,  Graziano  and  Barbera  will 
launch  their  own  independent  press, 
Meerkat’s  Adventures,  and  the  book,  along 
with  two  more  installments  of  Meerkat’s 
travels,  including  an  exploration  of  the 
ocean,  will  be  printed  by  Prolong  Press. 


“Because  of  the  book’s  early  success, 
we’re  now  approaching  it  as  a  business 
rather  than  a  vanity  project,”  Graziano 
says.  Just  for  Fun  has  offered  to  host  an 
event  to  celebrate  their  new  venture. 

When  she’s  not  working  on  the 
Meerkat  books,  Graziano  cozies  up  with 
her  cat  Mathilda  and  hangs  out  with  her 
tight  group  of  friends.  The  Peninsula  na¬ 
tive  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  since  2002 
(she  also  made  the  neighborhood  her 
home  for  a  while  in  1994),  and  works  as 
a  freelance  copywriter  and  editor. 

Probably  the  biggest  question  for  this 

new  author  is,  what  is  a  meerkat  anyway? 
(This  is  actually  one  of  the  buttons  on 
Graziano’s  web  site,  www.meerkatsad- 
ventures.com.)  A  meerkat  is  a  small  bur¬ 
rowing  animal  found  on  the  African  con¬ 
tinent  from  southwestern  Angola  to  South 
Africa.  They  usually  weigh  about  two 
pounds  and  live  in  a  system  of  tunnels 
within  a  colony  of  about  30  other  meer- 
kats.  The  name  means  “lake  cat”  in  Afri¬ 
kaans,  and  they  like  to  dine  on  insects. 

Originally,  Graziano’s  safari  book  did 
not  have  a  guide,  but  she  decided  it 
needed  one,  although  not  a  human.  “Once 
I  found  out  that  meerkats  are  incredibly 
social,  intelligent  creatures- — they  actu¬ 
ally  baby-sit  each  other’s  young  and  teach 
them  survival  skills — the  meerkat  got  the 
job!”  Graziano  says  with  a  laugh.  □ 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


1012  Fourth  Street,  Berkeley.  510-049-1930  and  3045  24th  Street,  San 


sco.  415-021-1257 


The  Ark 

*here  once  * 


A  collection  of  beautiful  toys  from  all  over  the  world 
Helpful,  knowledgeable  staff,  free  gift  wrap 

Shipping  available 
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OK,  But  What’s  in  the  Bag?  This  may  be  the  Chinese  Year  of  the  Dog,  and  Noe  Valley  has  plenty  of  furry  friends,  but  they’re  still  outnumbered  by  kids.  Here,  an 
unidentified  Boston  terrier  puts  up  with  the  attention  of  a  gathering  of  2-year-olds  on  24th  Street.  From  left  to  right,  the  kids  are  Steyn  Cools  (in  hat),  Galen  Lui  Heuer, 
Eleanor  Becker  (with  dog),  Priita  Peterson,  and  Eli  Morris- Weide.  Photo  by,  Pamela  Gerord 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ / 


St.  Paul’s  School 

Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves- families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  85  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2006  47 


SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Here’s  the  latest  scoop  on  James  Lick 
Middle  School  and  Alvarado  and 
Fairmount  elementary  schools,  provided 
by  school  parents  and  volunteers. 


JAMES  LICK 


Going  Once,  Going  Twice! 

Got  plans  for  the  evening  of  Friday, 
Feb.  10?  Spend  an  evening  finding  a 
perfect  Valentine’s  gift,  munching  on 
hors  d’oeuvres,  and  dancing  your  cares 
away.  It’s  the  annual  James  Lick  Middle 
School  Auction  and  Party,  one  of  the 
school’s  biggest  fundraisers  of  the  year. 
You’ll  enjoy  great  company,  appetizers, 
and  beverages,  and  the  opportunity  to 
bid  on  a  multitude  of  items  and  serv¬ 
ices,  including  a  print  by  local  artist 
Ruth  Asawa,  lodgings  at  the  Inn  at  the 
Opera,  ceramics  by  Paul  Lanier,  gift 
certificates  from  Gallery  of  Jewels  and 
other  24th  Street  merchants,  Valentine’s 
Day  baskets,  San  Francisco  Giants  tick¬ 
ets,  ski  passes,  restaurants,  classes,  and 
summer  camps  for  kids. 

All  funds  raised  will  support  scholar¬ 
ships  for  student  travel  to  Costa  Rica 
and  the  Oregon  Shakespeare  Festival, 
James  Lick’s  dancing  and  drumming 
contingent  at  San  Francisco  Camaval, 
and  many  more  school  programs. 

The  action  begins  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
SomArts,  934  Brannan  Street  (near 
Trader  Joe’s),  and  concludes  at  1 1  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $  1 5  in  advance,  or  $20  at 
the  door.  Adults  only,  please. 

Internet  Crime  Protection 

The  San  Francisco  Police  Depart¬ 
ment’s  highly  regarded  presentation  on 
Internet  Crimes  Against  Children  was 
featured  at  the  Jan.  4  PTSA  meeting. 
Parents  learned  some  sad  and  scary  sta¬ 
tistics  from  Officer  Kim  Mercer,  who 
had  plenty  of  real-life  stories  to  share 
with  the  group.  Paper  handouts  from  the 
meeting  are  available  in  the  Parent 
Room,  for  those  who  were  unable  to 
attend  the  presentation. 

Young  Scientists  Show  Their  Stuff 

If  you’ve  never  visited  our  annual 
James  Lick  Science  Fair,  drop  by  the 
school  gym  on  Monday,  Feb.  6, 
between  5:50  and  7  p.m.,  and  prepare  to 
be  impressed.  Individual  students  will 
demonstrate  experiments  they  have  per¬ 
sonally  designed  and  constructed, 
explain  their  hypotheses,  and  show  you 
the  results.  (Many  of  our  bilingual/bilit¬ 
erate  students  can  explain  their  conclu¬ 
sions  in  both  Spanish  and  English.) 

Prizes  will  be  awarded  to  students  in 
each  grade  level,  and  eight  of  the  best 
exhibits  will  be  displayed  at  the  Randall 
Museum.  Teacher  Molly  Lazarus  is 
coordinating  the  event. 

Help  with  Home  Study 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  Jan.  20, 
parents  of  James  Lick  students  enjoyed 
a  delicious  breakfast  as  Principal 
Carmelo  Sgarlato  explained  the  most 
effective  ways  to  use  the  new  study 
packets  provided  by  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District.  The  “extended- 
learning”  packets,  which  will  be  sent 
home  every  Friday  for  10  weeks,  are 
instructional  materials  that  parents  can 
use  to  support  their  children’s  learning 
at  home. 

Principal  Sgarlato  also  suggested 
ways  parents  can  help  children  prepare 
for  the  California  Standards  Tests  this 


April.  James  Lick  parent  Daisy  Hernan¬ 
dez,  Latino  Coordinator  for  Parents  for 
Public  Schools,  discussed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  school  attendance  and  the 
impact  of  school  truancy.  December’s 
Chat  With  the  Principal  featured  a  pres¬ 
entation  on  Gang  Awareness. 

Costa  Rica  Fundraiser 

Friends  and  families  from  James  Lick 
enjoyed  a  lively  Saturday  night  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  dancing  to  Miguel  Govea’s  band 
Los  Compas  at  El  Rio  on  Mission 
Street.  The  event  will  help  fund  scholar¬ 
ships  and  other  essentials  for  a  student 
trip  to  Costa  Rica. 

Shakespeare  Festival  Field  Trip 

There’s  still  room  for  more  parents 
and  students  to  sign  up  for  the  fourth 
annual  Shakespeare  Festival  field  trip  in 
beautiful  Ashland,  Ore.,  March  31  to 
April  2,  2006.  Please  contact  Ray 
Ponce,  334-4187,  for  more  information. 

Looking  for  a  Way  to  Support 
James  Lick? 

Visit  “Donors  Choose”  at  the  web 
site  www.donorschoose.org.  There  you 
will  see  proposals  from  James  Lick 
teachers  who  want  to  fund  specific  proj¬ 
ects  at  the  school.  If  a  project  strikes 
your  fancy,  you  can  make  a  donations 
online.  So  far,  the  projects  include 
"Rhythm  and  Motion  Across  the  Carib¬ 
bean,"  “Photos  for  Language  Develop¬ 
ment,”  and  “Linocut  Printmaking.” 

You  can  now  view  the  latest  linocut 
prints  created  in  art  class  by  James  Lick 
students  at  a  web  site  arranged  by  art 
teacher  Alexandra  Redfield.  Go  to 
www.artsonia.com/jameslickl .  You  can 
even  order  gifts  with  imprints  of  the  art¬ 
work  to  help  raise  money  to  buy  more 
art  supplies! 

Speaking  of  which,  we  need  art  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  after-school  activities  pro¬ 
gram.  Call  the  school  at  695-5675, 
leave  a  message  at  436-0349,  or  drop  by 
the  school  at  1220  Noe  Street  at  Clipper 
Street.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your 
ideas,  talents,  enthusiasm,  support — and 
supplies — for  our  public  schools. 

— Sue  Cattoche 

ALVARADO 


ADA  Construction  Begins 

Alvarado  School  will  be  undergoing 
construction  funded  by  Proposition  A, 
starting  in  February  and  continuing  for 
the  next  10  months.  This  project  will 
update  the  school  facilities  to  comply 
with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act  and  improve  the  learning  environ¬ 
ment  for  our  students.  We  extend  a  sin¬ 
cere  apology  to  our  neighbors  as  we 
anticipate  increased  traffic  congestion 
around  the  school  during  this  time. 

New  Morning  Drop-off  Zone 

You  may  have  noticed  that  we  have 
instituted  a  drop-off  zone  to  help  allevi¬ 
ate  the  double-parking  on  Douglass 
Street  and  around  the  school.  We  are 
asking  parents  to  continue  to  pull 
around  the  corner  of  the  school  onto 
22nd  Street  to  drop  children  off  in  the 
mornings.  Everyone  will  benefit  from 
the  increased  safety! 

Not-So-Silent  Auction  Returns 

Mark  your  calendars  for  Alvarado’s 
annual  Not-So-Silent  Auction.  This 
much-anticipated  event  will  be  held  at 
Fort  Mason  on  March  18  at  6  p.m.  Gar¬ 
nering  two-fifths  of  the  PTA's  annual 
budget,  the  party  is  truly  a  wonderful 
evening  and  includes  a  silent  auction, 
live  auction,  live  music,  food,  and  bev¬ 
erages.  Tickets  go  on  sale  in  early 
March  at  the  school  office,  so  please 
come  join  the  fun! 


We’d  like  to  thank  all  the  local  busi¬ 
nesses  that  have  already  contributed 
items  this  year.  If  you  would  still  like  to 
donate  an  item  to  the  silent  auction, 
please  drop  it  off  at  the  school  office  or 
contact  Mara  Sieling,  the  auction  chair¬ 
person,  by  calling  648-6158  or  e-mail¬ 
ing  marasamara@yahoo.com.  She  is 
available  to  pick  up  items  from  busi¬ 
nesses  or  homes. 

Please  note  that  we  will  still  have  our 
annual  rummage  sale  in  mid- April, 
despite  the  ongoing  construction.  Watch 
for  more  details  next  month. 

Ready  for  the  Read-a-thon? 

Our  annual  Read-a-thon  will  begin  in 
mid-February  and  continue  through  the 
end  of  the  month.  Each  year  the  PTA 
gives  each  student  a  book,  and  the  kids 
really  get  enthusiastic  about  this  enjoy¬ 
able  and  educational  fundraiser. 

— Lisa  Barry 

FAIRMOUNT 

Winter  Celebration  a  Huge  Success 

Shortly  before  the  December  holiday 
break,  Fairmount’s  Winter  Festival  was 
held  in  the  James  Lick  auditorium.  The 
event  moved  to  Lick  this  year  due  to  the 
inability  of  Fairmount 's  cafeteria  to 
hold  the  ever-growing  crowd  of  parents, 
friends,  and  family  members. 

After  sharing  a  sumptuous  multicul¬ 
tural  potluck  in  the  school’s  cafeteria, 
hundreds  of  members  of  the  school 
community  gathered  in  the  auditorium 
to  watch  and  hear  students  in  each  grade 
perform.  The  singing  and  dancing  high¬ 
lighted  the  various  ways  the  winter  holi¬ 
days  are  celebrated  throughout  the 
world. 

The  evening  ended  with  an  onstage 
salsa  dance  featuring  Fairmount  princi¬ 
pal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort  and  faculty 
member  Linda  Velazquez. 

Parents  Bound  for  Beautification 

Fairmount’s  ongoing  school  beautifi¬ 
cation  program,  which  over  the  last  two 
summers  has  seen  swarms  of  parents 
replacing  worn-out  carpets  with  new 
tiled  floors  in  the  classrooms  and  the 
cafeteria,  is  gearing  up  for  its  next 
phase.  Under  the  coordination  of  parent 
Ricardo  Alvarez,  parents  are  looking  at 


redesigning  the  existing  pod  structure  of 
the  school  and  creating  additional  stor¬ 
age  spaces. 

The  school’s  landscape  also  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  enhanced  through  the  efforts 
of  parent  volunteers  and  students’  gar¬ 
dening  activities. 

Data  Night  Looks  at  Pluses  and 
Minuses 

Friday,  Feb.  10,  will  bring  parents 
together  to  look  at  data  demonstrating 
the  academic  growth  as  well  as  the  chal¬ 
lenges  facing  Fairmount  students.  Data 
Night  will  also  empower  parents  with 
strategies,  tools,  and  skills  to  support 
their  kids  with  easy  and  doable  activi¬ 
ties.  Fairmount  staff  and  the  school  site 
council  will  continue  to  plan  and  work 
with  the  principal  on  improving  the  aca¬ 
demic  site  plan  for  enhanced  learning 
next  year. 

Join  Us  at  the  Community  Party 

This  school  sure  knows  how  to  raise 
money  through  a  party!  Come  enjoy 
great  food,  excellent  company,  and  fan¬ 
tastic  music  and  dancing  at  our  third 
annual  Community  Party  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  23,  5:30  to  9  p.m.,  at  El  Rio  (Mis¬ 
sion  Street  near  Precita  Avenue). 

Quality  child  care  will  be  provided — - 
call  the  school  at  695-5669  for  details — 
and  all  funds  raised  will  support  our 
fourth-  and  fifth-grade  camping  trip  to 
Westminster  Woods. 

Stop  by  for  a  wonderful  time  and  join 
our  principal,  parents,  and  staff  in  kick¬ 
ing  up  their  heels. 

— Tom  Ruiz 

SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 

Clementina  Duron,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675  or  415-436-0349 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 


The  "Rpom  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer,.. 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2005-06  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


P  R  K  S  C  ft  o'  O  I. 

3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 10  •  415-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 
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St.  James  Scfioof 

“SmaCC Scfioof,  (giant  Opportunity” 

321  Fair  Oaks  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94110  •  Easy  Access  to  24th  St.  Bart  &  280 

(415)  647-8972  www.saintjamessf.org 


Low  Student-Teacher  Ratio  •  Fine  Arts,  Technology,  RE.  and  Health 


A.M.  /  P.M.  Extended  Care 


CALL  US  TO  SCHEDULE  A  TOUR! 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


MUSIC 


TOGETHER 

THE  JOY  OF  FAMILY  MUSIC'" 


Winter  Session  runs  Jan  9th  -  Mar  18th 

10  Weeks  of  Musical  Fun! 
Easy  Noe  Valley  location 


■FIVE  STARS  10  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers I’  -  GoCityKids.com 


Visit  the  web  site  or  call  to  get  started! 


415-596-0299 

wwwjnusictogethersf.com 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 


3371  i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 


Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 


Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 


415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  can  be  found  all  over  Noe  Valley  and  vicinity.  I 
But  if  you  need  help  in  locating  one  copy  or  a  hundred,  email  t 
jack@noevalleyvoice.com  and  we'll  get  you  fixed  up! 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


It’s  hard  to  believe  after  years  of  delay,  but  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at  45 1 
Jersey  Street  is  finally  set  to  close  for  renovation  on  Saturday,  Feb.  1 1 .  To  celebrate  the 
event — and  to  thank  librarians  Carol  Small,  Roberta  Greifer,  Wayne  Donica,  and  the  rest 
of  the  staff  for  all  their  gifts  to  Noe  Valley  book  lovers — the  neighborhood  will  hold  a  farewell 
party  at  the  branch  that  same  day,  from  1:30  to  4:30  p.m.  Another  era  will  be  ending  as  well: 
With  this  issue  of  the  Voice,  Noe  Valley  Branch  Manager  Carol  Small  will  no  longer  be  select¬ 
ing  and  writing  about  new  children's  books  for  this  column.  Though  she  will  continue  to  work 
at  other  library  branches  (and  at  the  bookmobile)  during  the  Noe  Valley  Library’s  two-year 
renovation,  she  has  decided  to  hand  over  the  reins  of  "More  Books  to  Read"  to  her  colleagues 
at  the  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Library.  We’re  sad  to  see  Carol  go — it’s  been  16  wonderful 
years — but  we’re  grateful  that  Children’s  Librarian  Pam  Ow,  with  the  aid  of  Eureka  Branch 
Manager  Karen  Sundheim,  has  agreed  to  keep  us  supplied  with  children's  book  selections  (see 
below).  To  check  out  a  book’s  availability,  call  the  Noe  Valley  (355-5707)  or  Eureka  Branch 
(355-5616),  or  visit  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  web  site:  www.sfpl.org.  You  can  also  flag 
down  the  bookmobile,  which  will  make  regular  visits  to  Noe  Valley  after  the  Feb.  1 1  closing. 
Look  for  it  on  Elizabeth  Street  near  Diamond,  in  front  of  St.  Philip’s  School,  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  10:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  For  more  information  call  557-4353.  — Ed. 


NEW  SELECTIONS 


Children’s  Fiction 

^  Baby  Oscar,  sister  Millie,  and  their  par¬ 
ents  go  out  for  a  city  park  picnic  to  celebrate 
Oscar’s  Half  Birthday,  by  Bob  Graham. 
Ages  J  to  6. 

V  A  boy  describes  his  lyrical  nighttime 
stroll  in  /  Took  the  Moon  for  a  Walk,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Carolyn  Curtis  and  illustrated  by  Ali¬ 
son  Jay.  Ages  4  to  7. 

^  Digby,  a  dog,  and  Kate,  a  cat,  share  a 
friendship  where  compromise  smooths  out 
little  disagreements,  in  Digby  and  Kate  I,  2, 
J,  by  Barbara  Baker,  illustrated  by  Marsha 
Winbom.  Ages  5  to  7. 

<£■  In  1934,  12-year-old  Kai  endures  a  long 
sea  voyage  and  anxious  weeks  of  waiting  at 
the  immigration  station  in  Kai’s  Journey  to 
Gold  Mountain:  An  Angel  Island  Story,  by 
Katrina  Saltonstall  Currier,  illustrated  by 
Gabhor  Utomo.  Ages  8  to  10. 

V  Lizzie  Bright  and  the  Buckminster  Boy, 
by  Gary  D.  Schmidt,  tells  the  story  of  a 
lonely  preacher’s  son.  Turner  Buckminster, 
who  settles  with  his  family  in  a  rural  Maine 
town  rife  with  bigotry,  and  befriends  Lizzie, 
a  young  girl  living  nearby  in  a  shanty  town 
of  former  slaves.  Ages  II  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

<$>  Ice  Skating  School  by  Naia  Bray-Moffatt 
follows  a  class  of  young  skaters  from  their 
first  steps  on  the  ice  to  a  performance,  with 
color  photographs  by  David  Handley.  Ages 
5  to  8. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Noe  Library’s  Farewell  Party 

^  Say  goodbye  to  the  Noe  Valley  Library  at 
a  special  party  at  the  branch  on  Saturday, 
Feb.  1 1 ,  from  1 :30  to  4:30  p.m.  There  will 
be  entertainment  for  children,  food,  music, 
and  farewells  to  the  staff,  who  have  packed 
up  the  books  in  preparation  for  the  final 
closing  of  the  branch  that  evening. 

Children’s  Programs 

<$>  Kids  ages  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend  the 
Noe  Valley  Library's  last  preschool  story 
time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  7.  The  sto¬ 
ries  will  be  told  at  451  Jersey  Street. 

^  At  the  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk 
Memorial  Branch  at  3555  16th  Street,  lap- 
sits  for  newborns  to  3-year-olds  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  Tuesdays,  Feb.  7,  14,  and  21,  at 
10:30  a.m.  The  branch  will  hold  afternoon 
story  time,  for  ages  3  to  5,  on  Tuesdays,  Feb. 
7,  14,  21,  and  28,  at  3:30  p.m. 

Also  at  the  Eureka  Branch 

Jonathan  Bracker  will  read  poems  from 
his  new  book  Paris  Sketches  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  7,  at  7  p.m.  Brackets  poems  have  been 
published  in  The  New  Yorker,  The  James 
White  Review,  Bay  Windows,  and  Poetry 
Northwest,  among  other  publications. 

^  “Beautiful  Diversities”  features  readings 
by  African-American  GLBT  authors, 
including  Jewelle  Gomez  and  Frederick 
Smith,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15,  at  6:30  p.m. 
Both  events  will  be  at  3555  16th  Street. 


Children's  hook  annotations  written  by  librarians 
Pam  Ow  and  Karen  Sundheim  of  the  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch  Library 


The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library.  451  Jersey  Street,  will  remain  open  until  closing  for  renova¬ 
tion  on  Feb.  II  Hours  are  Tues,  10-9,  Wed.  1-9,  Thurs.  10-6,  Fri.  1-6,  and  Sat.  10-6.  Phone:  415-355-5707. 
The  Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch  Library  is  located  at  3555  16th  Street  I  near  Market). 
Hours  are  Mon.  12-6,  Tues.  10-9,  Wed.  12-9,  Thurs.  10-6,  Fri.  1-6,  and  Sat.  1-6.  Phone:  415-355-5616. 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


St.  John  School 


INNOVATIONS 

t  fi(t«tMy.> 


925  Chenery  Street 

In  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K-8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584  8383 

www.stjohnseagles.com 
Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  &  2:30  p.m 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


FEBRUARY 

IS  FOR 

BOOK  LOVERS 


SHOP 

Noe 

VAl T FY 

V  All.  Unci  -M>. 


Our  Gift  Cards  are  the 
perfect  gift  for  your  sweetie! 

(get  one  for  yourself  too) 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


•  •  •  • 


sense- 

independent  BmeJttlenri  fer 
independent  Mindi 


ffiferat  Hails,  D.D.S. 


Marina 


$200  off 

in-house 

ZOOM  Laser  Whitening 

V  November  through  January!  J 


Tooth  Fairy 

Cosmetic  and  General  Dentistry  for  alt  ages 


2001  Union  Street,  Suite  397  ^ 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
tel  (415)  409-0ENT  (3368) 


/W 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


Great  new  owners 
Great  new  attitude 
Great  new  merchandise 


videos 

books 

toys 

clothes 

Stop  by  to  see  the 
exciting  changes  that 
are  happening. 

Please  call  to 
confirm  buying  hours. 

1 306  Castro  St. 
San  Francisco 
415-641-6192 
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wir'S  t'*om  y^>c.e  c-e- 

Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 


INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
FAX  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 


PURPLE  IRIS 


* 

/  ™ 


Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 


Drop  In  Ear  Clinic  11-2  Tues. 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Chez  Touchatt,  MFT,  LCSW 
Psychotherapy 


Specializing  in  Couples 
Relationship  Dynamics 


415.821.6039 

SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 
San  Francisco  •  Noe  Valley  Office 

MFT.  16090  LCSW  13829 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 

Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners  -  Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469-9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


^  DESIGNS  B  Y  WENDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Specializing  in  couples,  sexuality  and 
parenting  throughout  the  life  cycle. 
Practical  solutions  for  everyday  life. 
Alternative  families  welcomed. 

415-262-5242 

MFC  23330 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


Vanessa  Watt,  MFT 

Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

Utilizing  an  interactive  and  supportive 
approach  to  healing 

(415)  821-7517 

Certified  EMDR  Therapist 
Noe  Valley  Office 
MFT  #30986 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


iSg  Collins 

« 

Macintosh 

Help 

Troubleshoot  ing/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/Upgrades 

(415) 821-1792 


db  visser 

framing 


handmade  custom  frames 
from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 


James  Adams 


Counseling  Supportive  •  Interactive 
Approach  •  Solution-Focused  •  Life  Transitions  • 
Relationships  •  School  /  Work  /  Career 

Evaluations  Learning  Disabilities  and 
Differences  •  Learning  Style  •  ADD/ADHD 

415.336.3388 

Services  for  Adults  •  Adolescents  •  Children 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
Licensed  Educational  Psychologist  2493 
Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  39050 


newresolutiori 


Resolve  disputes  with  a  professional  mediator 


•  Divorce  settlements  •  Family/visitation  disputes 

•  Property  disputes  •  Inheritance/estates 

•  Co-parenting  •  Small  business 

•  Free  consultation 

Paul  R  Merlyn,  M.A.  415.378.7003 

contact@nawrasolutlon.org 
www.nawrasolutlon.org 

Member  of  Association  for  Conflict  Resolution  I  Serving  the  Bay  Area  since  2000 


ll 


ALMOST  INSTANT  INTGRIOfcS 
Relax  In  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zing  (aimmdspring.com 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
$70 

For  More  Info 
415.285.9129 


STAR  LIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http:/ / www.speakeasy.org/~dmanley 


^ — - 


Arts  Grafika 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
ORIGINAL  FINE  ART  PRINTS 
By  Appointment  Only 

(415)  330-0717 

etchings,  woodcuts, 
lithographs,  etc.  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  present 

Phone  for  our  print  list  or  for  appt. 


_ 


grassroots 

w  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 


san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


New  Leaf  Services 

Organizing  for  adoption? 
Enlarging  your  family? 


Call  or  email  Linda  for  a 

no-obligation  consultation. 

415.285.3266 

info@newleafservices.com 
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KATAMA 

DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

A  planning  and  land  use  company 
of  former  municipal  planners 
providing  planning  solutions  and 
entitlements  for  residential  and 
commercial  development. 
(415)341-8890 


jon  poqo 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 

•  picture  hanging  •  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 

•  window  repairs  •  light  fixtures 

•  lock  replacement  •  furniture  assembly 

•  electrical  problems  •  hot  water  heaters 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


fA  ROBERT'S 
W  QUALITY 
\  PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman  « 

I  415-726-0156  K 

aflix@pacbell.net 
www.lixredesign.com 
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ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 

GUTTERS/'"' 

SIDING}/  X 
WINDOWS> 

DOORS?  gSj  x 


For  a  complete^ 
inspection -^^4  t  if  ^ 

call:  The  3 - 

Robert  Gill  Co. 

Toll  free  -24/7 


A  San  Francisco 
service  since 
1974 
CA  General 
Contractor  Lie. 
#  302079 


877-904-2581 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


RIMBWG  SINCE 
A  full  1394 

m.hriehiplumkiiic.i-Mi 


Q 


in  n  2init4» 


MAJOR 
t  HLU1T 
CAII1)$ 
\«:r,PTKD 


<415)671-1500 


ma  ms 

Color  Consulting  &  Design  f 
Interior  &  Exterior  f§||: 

Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com  ||§£ 
licensed  and  insured  sisl 


Fine  Furnituremaking 

& 

Antique  Repairs 


Leslie  Wills  Furnituremaker 
2415  3rd  Street.  Ste.  242 
BY  APPOINTMENT 

(415)  846-3425 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


E  A  Electric 

Electric  Contracting  Services 

Lighting  Consultation  Available 
Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  *  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  *  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  ♦  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 
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TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


TIM 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
*  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
*  creating  and  caring  for 
^  your  special  retreat  space. 
Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 

(4 15)282-1612 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

2  5  %  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 
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Health  Addicts  Unlimited.  Welcome  to  our  sup¬ 
port  group.  Our  focus  is  taking  a  preventative  ap¬ 
proach  to  staying  physically  and  mentally  fit,  along 
with  social  interaction  and  friendship.  415-51 6-0570. 

Dogilicious  Walks  and  Petsitting.  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident  offers  Fort  Funston  canine  getaways.  Call  or 
e-mail  Nancy,  415-710-3195;  dogiliciouswalks@ 
holmail.com  or  http:llwww.dogiliciouswalks.com. 

Emergency  Dessert!  Let  a  CCA-certified  pastry 
chef  take  care  of  your  dessert  emergencies.  Cakes, 
pies,  and  small  pastries  and  cookies  made  to  order. 
Free  delivery  within  Noe  Valley  on  orders  of  $25  or 
more.  Contact  Florence  Cepeda  at  415-285-6178. 


CLASS  ADS 


Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handy  woman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able.  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing.  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Pangcr.  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch.  415-517-4013. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer.  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-mtnute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site; 
www.PersonalChange.org. 

Urban  Garden  Design.  Create  an  oasis  of  beauty 
and  enjoyment  using  California  native  plants  and 
ecologically-sound  landscape  design.  Peigi  Duvall. 
650-704-3926;  visit  www.indigdesign.com. 

Dog  Care,  walking,  massage.  $17  to  $50.  Helen, 
415-404-1772. 

Hearts  and  Art!  Original,  unique,  one-of-a-kind 
art.  Pastels,  bright  colors.  Original  drawings  with 
hearts.  Just  in  time  for  Valentine's  Day.  Starting  at 
$35.  Also,  original  mixed-media  drawings  and 
works  on  canvas,  wood,  and  paper  for  your  home 
or  office.  Over  60  one-person  and  group  museum, 
gallery,  and  university  exhibitions.  In  permanent  col¬ 
lection  of  The  Butler  Institute  of  American  Art.  For 
appointment  to  view,  call  Marlene.  415-515-9248. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$375.  Seven  nights.  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  4 1 5  647-3052. 
Photos,  http  .//home  earthlink.net/~springmoutUl . 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  care¬ 
giver,  companion,  driver,  enands.  moving,  packing. 
Detailed  professional  exceeds  your  expectations. 
Ten  years  of  experience.  Mike,  4 1 5-495-53 1 2. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  511  or  $12  for 
workshops.  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1-1117. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  4 1 5-695-7924. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller. 
415-664-0513. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40tf  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 


Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com;  415- 
643-3333. 

Daily/Weeklv  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it's  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Picture  Framer:  Affordable  framing  and  mat-cut¬ 
ting.  Bernal  Heights.  50  to  70  percent  less  than  any¬ 
one  in  the  city.  Phone  for  price.  Douglas  Elliott,  Mu¬ 
seum  Standard  Framing,  415-550-9248. 

Catsitting  and  other  vacation  help  in  Noe  Valley  or 
adjacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina Garza.415-269-7507. Over  lOyearsof 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor’s  and  master's  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Enjoy  Art?  G  Gallery  Is  Open!  Located  at  148 
Precita  Ave.,  941 10.  415-824-2489.  Gallery  hours 
4  to  6  p.m.,  Wednesday  through  Friday;  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  noon  to  5  p.m.  or  by  appointment.  To 
purchase  online:  www.ggallery.hiz.  Original  art  and 
prints.  Credit  cards  accepted. 

Vacation  Rental:  A  romantic  getaway  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  River  Valley.  Close  to  premier  wineries  and  fine 
dining.  See  us  at  www.springhillcahin.com.  707- 
887-1255:  e-mail  deanomyers@comcast.net. 

Bill's  Errands:  Retired  businessman  can  drive  you 
to  doctor  appointments,  grocery  shopping,  errands. 
10  years  experience.  Reliable,  friendly,  outstanding 
references.  $20  per  hour;  two-hour  minimum.  Bill, 
415-826-3613. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5l08@aol.com. 

Acupressure  from  Rebecca.  Rebecca  Wender, 
Certified  Acupressure  Practitioner.  Comprehensive 
care  in  Acupressure.  Shiatsu.  Tui  Na.  and  Reflexol¬ 
ogy.  Start  your  year  off  right  by  letting  go  of  your 
stress,  tension,  and  pain.  Visit  me  online  to  learn 
more  about  acupressure  and  about  me.  Calm,  clean, 
and  comfortable  office  space  located  at  900  Noe 
Street,  inside  Fitwell  Chiropractic.  Appointment  line: 
866-875-9082.  E-mail:  acupressurefromrehecca@ 
yahoo.com  Web:  www.acupressuresf.com.  $55  per 
60-minute  session:  $70  per  80-minute  session.  Gift 
certificates  available.  $35  introductory  60-minute 
sessions  are  available  only  through  Feb.  28,  2006. 
Call  now! 


Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244:  www.kennedv- 
musicstudio.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles.  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojhoier@mindspring.com 

Kitchens-Kitchens-Kitchens.  Make  your  kitchen 
a  work  of  art.  Let  an  experienced  installer  give  you 
an  award-winning  experience.  Since  1980.  Lie. 
#403734.  Noel  Commins.  415-239-1353. 

Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  lax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck.  E.A. 

Need  Housecleaning?  15  years  cleaning  in  Noe 
Valley.  I  have  an  every-other- Thursday  three-hour 
opening.  $18  per  hour.  If  that’s  what  you  need,  call 
Stephanie  at  415-282-3176. 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Funds 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  anil  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday- Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  flic  best  in  Noe  Volley  dining! 


Thoughtful,  Practical,  and  Insightful  short-  and 
long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  suc¬ 
cessful  and  satisfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  life 
changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality,  loss.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  couples.  On  24th  Street.  Katrina  Child, 
M.A.,  M.F.T.  www.katrinachild.com;  4 1 5-255-3279. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Perfect 
for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77;  www.hemyguestsf.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast — Noe  Valley.  Parents  or  friends 
coming  and  no  room?  Reserve  a  lovely  two-room 
apartment  with  private  entrance  and  bathroom,  fire¬ 
place,  kitchen,  antiques,  cable  TV,  and  wireless  In¬ 
ternet.  Near  24th  Street  and  J-Church.  oliverhouse 
@rcn.com  or  4 15-695-0700. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  www.mystudyhuddv.org.  Jane  Radcliffe, 4 1 5- 
586-4577. 


Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  HTML  coding. 
Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs, 
and  can  work  with  non-technical  individuals.  Ref¬ 
erences.  John,  415-586-2333. 

Experienced  Painter.  Fine  interiors  and  exteriors 
since  1981.  Color  and  design  consultation.  Tidy, 
small  crew;  fabulous  references.  Call  Chris  today  at 
415-724-3173. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Publisher,  Internet  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and 
a  half  hours  for  $45.  cfehcom@sbcglohal.net: 
415-820-1670. 

Housecleaning.  Reasonable  prices,  professional 
touch.  References  and  experience.  Free  estimate. 
Aurea  Maria.  650-992-9102. 

Improve  Your  Performance.  Every  action,  every 
emotion  is  preceded  by  a  thought.  What  if  all  your 
thoughts  were  constructive?  What  if  you  could  har¬ 
ness  the  power  of  your  subconscious  mind  to  ban¬ 
ish  limiting  beliefs?  Be  free  of  anxiety  or  worry — 
realize  success,  self-confidence,  abundance, 
improve  your  career,  academic,  or  physical  perfor¬ 
mance  with  the  power  of  hypnosis.  Call  Beverly 
Williams.  Certified  Hypnotherapist,  for  a  consulta¬ 
tion.  415-786-6078  or  415-648-7524;  e-mail 
SFHypnosis@aol.com. 

Professional  Gardener,  native  plant  consultant, 
specializing  in  highly  detailed  ornamental  pruning. 
Strong  sense  of  design.  Experienced  in  irrigation, 
stonework/masonry:  have  references.  Visit  www. 
ceanothusgardens.com.  Call  James  Wilson,  415- 
933-8640. 

Handvman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  or  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Cliem  Dry  Carpet  and  upholstery  cleaning.  Very 
gentle,  carbonated  cleaning  process.  Safe  for  tod¬ 
dlers  and  pets.  Dries  in  just  a  few  hours  instead  of 
days.  Perfect  for  delicate  Oriental/area  rugs.  Great 
for  dirty,  grimy  sofas  and  chairs.  Special  pet  urine 
stain  removal  and  deodorizing  treatments.  For 
friendly,  professional  service  call  415-572-7737. 

Paris  Lovers!  Try  our  lovely  one-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  Ninth  Arrondissement.  Sleeps  four.  Steps 
to  Montmartre  or  opera.  Call  415-282-8912; 
www.clmoscrip4U4@cs.com. 


Loans4Less.com.  877-981-5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  24  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  This  is  the  year  to  learn  the 
Chopin  and  Joplin  you’ve  always  loved.  Lessons 
given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano,  where  you 
really  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415-826- 
4485;  drollmarv@aoi .com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming  stu¬ 
dio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choices. 
Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JimDiDL@aol.com ; 
www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentalsl 10961 .html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
"A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LGBT.  Carol 
Gould,  L.M.F.T.  #32364.  415-826-5435. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  641-5224. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We'll  do  it  just  for 
a  reasonable  price.  Call  us!  Sara  and  Marco.  415- 
310-8838. 

Housecleaning.  First-class  detail  work.  Also  minor 
repairs,  painting,  etc.  Established  in  Noe  Valley  in 
1 988.  Excellent  references.  Sullivan,  4 1 5-285-7279. 

Architect.  New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Free  on-site  consultation  on  any  project.  Reasonable 
fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  28  years.  In  Noe 
Valley  for  24  years.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  Hager  De¬ 
sign  Group,  415-285-7409. 

House  to  Rent,  104  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415- 
647-82 1 6.  http:/ lvrho.com/21 1 25. 

Need  Help  getting  your  house  in  order?  Cleaning 
and  organizer  service.  Since  1999.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 

Adriana's  Cleaning  ( www.adrianadeaning.com  ). 
Apartments,  homes,  offices,  and  much  more!  We  are 
professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  reliable, 
and  efficient.  Excellent  references.  Adriana,  415- 
240-9520. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Very  good 
price.  Intemet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/ 
scanner  problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work 
as  tech  of  schools  for  10  years.  Day  and  night  ap¬ 
pointments.  Call  415-642-8287. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8654. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 


Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly  scheduled 
general  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  15 
years  experience.  References  available.  Call  David 
at  4 15-846-758 1 ;  http://www.shapeoftheearth.com. 
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New  Leaf  Services 

Professional  organizing 


Need  to  free  up  your  living  and  work  space? 

Want  to  gain  control  of  your  time? 

Call  Margaret  for  a  no -obligation  consultation. 

Phone  650.34.3. 0580  www. newleafservices.com 
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CLASS  ADS 


Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 


Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  Commercial 
and  residences.  Patio,  home,  garage,  and  much 
more.  You  need  help?  Call  us!  We  are  your  friend¬ 
ly  junk  disposal  guys.  415-990-4062. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  F ranciscof  .com) !  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $  1 1  or  $  1 2  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  fix -up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside  painting, 
plumbing  problems,  grout  restorations,  carpentry, 
sinks,  fixtures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more. 
Call  Your  Handyman  at  415-845-0346,  or  e-mail 
HHabilas@earthlink.com. 

Tutoring  in  Your  Home.  Experienced,  enthusias¬ 
tic  instructors  educated  at  top-tier  schools.  All  K 
through  12  subjects  and  test  prep.  1-866-773-7764; 
nvv@PrepPoint.com. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation,  415-550-0658;  www.shipshape  com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I’ve  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable, 
honest  work.  Richard,  day:  422-5025;  evening: 
681-8842. 

Got  Tests?  The  Testing  Coach  can  help!  Featured 
in  the  S.F.  Chronicle.  Tutoring,  (small  group)work- 
shops.  Learning  styles,  anxiety  reduction,  nutri¬ 
tional  preparation,  and  strategies  for  SAT-1,  ACT, 
GMAT,  GRE,  PSAT,  CBEST,  etc.  Also  speed  read¬ 
ing  and  learning  skills.  Outstanding  results.  Call 
Norman  Prince  at  415-821-6595. 

Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  do  garages,  basements, 
back  yards,  and  storage,  residential  and  commercial. 
You  need  help?  Call  us!  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 
Free  estimate.  Seven  days! 

Supportive  Psychotherapist,  Marianne  LaRuffa, 
M.F.T.,  with  20  plus  years  experience  working  with 
seniors,  adult  children  of  aging  parents,  families, 
and  adolescents.  Noe  Valley.  Sliding  scale.  415- 
637-5815. 


Shiatsu  Massage:  Healing  and  relaxing  bodywork 
here  in  Noe  Valley.  One-hour  massage:  $60;  90 
minutes:  $85.  Treat  yourself  this  new  year.  Call  Tif- 
phanie  at  415-205-5336.  Mention  this  ad  and  re¬ 
ceive  $  1 0  off  your  first  session. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.PersonalChange.org. 

Got  Pines?  Winter  is  the  time  to  prune  your  pine 
trees.  It’s  also  time  to  prune  most  fruit  trees.  Com¬ 
plete  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA-certified  ar¬ 
borist.  Beautiful  work  and  expert  care.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Martin  Arnest  at  415-882-1109. 
California  license  #829012. 

Professional  Interior  Designer  will  help  you  orga¬ 
nize  and  design  your  space  using  new  or  existing  fur¬ 
nishings.  Floor  plans,  space  planning,  color  and 
lighting  consultation  available.  Interior  design  ser¬ 
vices  custom  tailored  to  your  design  needs  and  taste. 
Free  in-house  or  office  consultation.  Call  Martha  Jones, 
415-335-2448  or  e-mail  mj94W7@sbcglobal.net. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  service.  We  use 
non-toxic  products.  Free  estimate.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Jon  Pogo,  Handyman:  Reliable  and  experienced. 
Electrical  problems,  pictures  hung,  faucets,  light  fix¬ 
tures.  toilets,  rough  and  finish  carpentry.  “Assembly 
required?"  I’ll  do  it.  Call  me!  650-303-8171. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 

I’d  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  All 
hours,  day  and  night.  $18  per  hour.  Marlene,  415- 
515-9248;  415-641-5203. 


Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  Need  help?  We 
are  your  friendly  disposal  guys!  We  clean  and  or¬ 
ganize  patios,  garages,  attics,  homes,  and  buildings, 
commercial  and  residential.  Your  garage  and  your 
basement  are  full?  We’ll  take  care  of  it!  Call  415- 
990-4062. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmahan@earthlink.com  or 
648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  M.I.T.  and 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumnus. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 


Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
your  exact  needs:  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meals  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.flourgirlchef.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Need  Help  Getting  Your  House  in  Order?  Clean¬ 
ing  and  organizer  service.  Since  1999.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private  practice 
in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive.  Specializa¬ 
tions  include  parenting,  child  custody,  bipolar  dis¬ 
order,  alternative  families,  sexual  abuse  issues,  and 
recovery  from  eating  disorders  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency.  Audrey  Adelson,  L.C.S.W.  #lcsl5293. 
415-260-0337. 


One-on-One  Dogwalks!  Individual  walks  that  give 
your  pet  the  attention  they  deserve.  Vacation  care 
for  dogs  and  cats  also.  References  available.  Call 
Lara,  415-621-5214. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

Massage  Therapy:  Swedish,  deep-tissue,  sports. 
Singles/couples.  Hotel  calls.  415-404-1772. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  and  audio,  video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene's  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy. ..and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and 
Saturday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done 
on-site.  “Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a  try,"  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415- 
377-1258. 

Notary  at  Your  Door:  Home  or  office — weekdays, 
nights,  and  weekends.  415-431-2207. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Leant  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $  1 1  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1117. 

Let’s  Unpack  Your  Baggage  Together.  Warm, 
open,  intuitive  psychotherapist  with  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  welcomes  you  to  her  practice.  Focus  on 
mind/body  connection  and  creating  a  safe  place  for 
healing.  It  would  be  an  honor  to  work  with  you. 
Valarie  Eilert,  M.F.T.,  2030  Fillmore  Street,  San 
Francisco.  415-364-3004. 

Beautiful,  Quiet  Garden  Flat,  fully  furnished, 
every  amenity.  For  short-term  rental,  two  weeks  to 
a  few  months.  Private  entry,  telephone.  Perfect  for 
one  or  two  people.  wwH  .sanfrancisco-victorian.com ; 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  415-821-4872. 

Small  Group  SAT  Classes.  Prepare  for  the 
PSAT/SAT  in  a  dynamic  small-group  learning  en¬ 
vironment.  Insight  Tutoring  offers  comprehensive 
test  preparation  courses  taught  by  David  Freeling, 
an  instructor  with  nine  years  of  SAT  teaching  and 
tutoring  experience.  Proven  score  increases  by  stu¬ 
dents  from  Lowell,  FAIS-IHS,  Lick,  Sacred  Heart, 
etc.  Students  receive  unique  learning  materials,  pro¬ 
jected  SAT  scores,  and  feedback  on  essays.  Classes 
limited  to  five  students.  $385  for  16-hour  course. 
Noe  location.  Leam  more:  H’H’w.insight-tutoring. 
com;  415-596-0248. 

Growing  Your  Garden.  Charm  and  magic  in  your 
garden.  Make  space  for  children  and  art/sculpture. 
Also  general  maintenance:  pruning,  seasonal  color, 
etc.  Carla,  415-345-1002. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  400  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the 
March  2006  issue,  distributed  in 
Noe  Valley  on  or  before  March  3. 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
Feb.  15,  2006.  The  Class  Ads  are 
printed  in  the  newspaper  edition 
and  then  displayed  for  one  month 
on  our  web  site:  www.noeval- 
leyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


Noe  Valley  Builder:  Licensed  Noe  Valley  contrac¬ 
tor  with  years  of  high-end  residential  construction 
experience  can  bring  you  the  high-end  look  for  an 
affordable  price.  Small  or  large  projects/design  con- 
sultation/free  estimates/local  references.  License 
#857259.  Call  Tod  at  415-846-1365. 

Office  Services:  Projects,  w/p,  bookkeeping,  orga¬ 
nizing,  data  entry,  etc.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  He¬ 
lene:  415-346-5984;  Hipwinkler@yahoo.com. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

features  news  stories,  photos, 
archives  of  past  issues,  and  the 
current  month’s  Class  Ads. 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 


3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 
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Lakewood 

Organic  Heart  Healthy 
Pomegranate  Juice  Blend 


Rain  Coast  Trading 

Smoked  Wild  a  »  «« 
Sockeye  Salmon  ^0,7  7 

4  02.  -reg  7.99 


12.5  oz.  -reg  1 .99 


LOVER  Wallaby  II  L 

STORNETTA  * gurts  Wallaby 

Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk  W  O  g 


/0& 


Gallons 

128  oz.  -reg  6.29 


$5.99 


Juice  Squeeze 


all  flavors  +CRV  _ _ _ 

23.9  oz. -reg  1.79  I  CKBWCBfSm 


4  for  $5 


Organic  Half  &  Half 

16  oz.  -reg  2.09  . 

$1.79 

Organic 
Chocolate  Milk 

32  oz.  -reg  2.79 

$2.39 

Organic  Large 
Brown  Eggs  rsSm 

Cage  Free  J 

dozen  -reg  4.19  jp 


Aseptic  Fruit  Kettle  Foods 
Juice  Boxes  Potato  Chips 


3x8  oz.  -reg  2.79 


all  varieties 
5  oz.  -reg  2.29 


For  Qoodetu  Soke 


2  for  $3  2  for  $3 


2  for  $3 

Carr’s 

Carr's 

Table  Water  Crackers 

4.25  oz.  -reg  2.99 

$1.99 

Twining 

Teas 

select  varieties 
25  ct.  -reg  3.19 


'--'i 
! 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Simply  Nutritious 
Fruit  Juices 


$3.89 


all  flavors  +CRV 
32  oz.  reg  3.39 


2  for  $5 

BEN&JERRY’S 


2  for  $5 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  1  -  19,  2006 


Store  Hours: 
8:00am  -  9:00pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 


Tejava 

Black  Tea 

33.9  oz.  -reg  1.75  +CRV 

3  for  $4 


VERMONT’S  FINEST*  ICE  CREAM  SP  FROZEN  YOfiURT. 

Ben  &  Jerry's 

Ice  Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3.89 


2  for  $5 


Free  Parking 


A  TM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  A  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 


ATM 


Parking  Lot  ! 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 10 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than  "tieiv  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


rSAVETOD  AY; 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
10%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs,  _ 
1 0%  off  your  deductible. 


4050  Z4th  Street 
San  Francisco,  (A  94114 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 


phone  415.Z82.2665 
fax4l5.Z8Z.7668 


www.SelectaAutoBody.com 


- N 


- ff'***^ - 

NO  WONDER  PEOPLE  THINK 

MARTHA  GRAHAM 

IS  A  SNACK  CRACKER. 


ART.  ASK  FOR  MORE. 


iitiju  Montn  If  pit  M.iiliii  Guhjm  Sulctn  On  net',  m  Phologtaphi'  by  Blfblie  Moigin 


SKJ 


For  more  information  about  the  importance  or  arts  education,  please  contact  A 

www.AmericansForTheArts.org.  Americans 

--ARTS 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Recent  Power  Outrages 

By  Mazook 

A  WALK  IN  THE  DARK:  The  electricity 
went  out  in  Noe  Valley  midday  on  Nov.  29. 
The  neighborhood’s  clocks  stopped  and  re¬ 
frigeration  ceased,  though  many  of  us  did¬ 
n’t  leant  about  it  until  we  arrived  home  from 
work  that  evening  and  saw  the  blinking 
12:00  on  the  radio.  Of  course,  the  cash  reg¬ 
isters  stopped  at  the  restaurants  and  shops 
on  24th  Street,  and  unsaved  computer  tasks 
vanished  on  many  a  telecommuter's  screen. 

That  wasn’t  so  bad.  But  then  the  power 
went  out  midday  on  Dec.  16,  and  again  on 
the  1 8th,  and  then  again  on  the  30th  and  3 1  st 
of  December.  Noe  Valleons  started  to  wor¬ 
ry  as  streets  went  dark  and  all  the  clocks 
and  gadgets  had  to  be  reset  one  more  time. 
Frozen  food  had  to  be  tossed,  which  was  an 
ugly  sight  at  Bell  Market,  where  the  freez¬ 
ers  had  to  be  emptied.  A  couple  of  the  black¬ 
outs  lasted  one  to  two  hours  and  were  on 
prime  shopping  days.  What  was  going  on? 

That’s  what  Carol  Yenne,  president  of 
the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profession¬ 
als  Association,  wanted  to  know,  on  behalf 
of  the  many  frustrated  businesses  on  24th 
Street.  She  sent  PG&E  an  e-mail,  demand¬ 
ing  an  explanation.  Meanwhile,  PG&E  an¬ 
nounced  it  was  scheduling  a  planned  out¬ 
age  from  8:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  on  Jan.  13.  The 
outage  was  postponed  after  Yenne  told 
them  those  hours  were  totally  unacceptable. 

Then  on  Jan.  23,  a  Monday  afternoon,  all 
the  lights  went  out  again.  That  was  the  last 
straw.  As  soon  as  neighborhood  computers 
were  back  online,  Yenne  was  sending  an 
SOS  via  e-mail  to  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty. 


"The  blackouts  are  so  infuriating,  and  this 
is  driving  us  crazy,”  she  wrote.  “This  is  cost¬ 
ing  all  200  businesses  money  every  single 
time  it  happens.  It  is  making  Noe  Valley  look 
like  a  third  world  country  to  our  customers.” 

Dufty  contacted  the  S.F.  Public  Utilities 
Commission  and  joined  Yenne  in  hounding 
PG&E.  PG&E’s  Jimi  Harris  assured  them 
that  certain  planned  outages  were  for  “pre¬ 
ventative  maintenance"  and  that  a  PG&E 
representative  would  attend  the  next  Mer¬ 
chants  Association  meeting  “and  make  a 
formal  presentation  on  how  [PG&E  is]  im¬ 
proving  service  reliability  in  2006.” 

That  was  Monday.  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
about  a  quarter  to  three,  boom.  The  power 
was  out  yet  again. 

By  that  time,  the  Noe  Valley  Bureau  of 
Investigation,  fearing  our  neighborhood 
was  under  domestic  or  foreign  attack,  de¬ 
cided  to  call  Dufty  and  PG&E  directly. 

PG&E  spokesman  Paul  Morano  called 
back  within  an  hour.  He  said  he  was  aware 
of  complaints  that  were  coming  from  Noe 
Valley  about  recent  power  outages,  and  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  Tuesday  outage  in  the 
neighborhood  was  caused  by  “a  car  crash¬ 
ing  into  a  pole  on  Cesar  Chavez,  which  af¬ 
fected  about  5,900  customers.”  As  for  the 
outage  the  day  before,  he  explained  that 
"there  was  a  cable  failure  at  Potrero  that  had 
power  down  for  about  an  hour.” 

Morano  also  said  notices  had  been  sent 
out  about  a  new  planned  outage  on  Jan.  26 
from  1  to  6  a.m.  As  for  earlier  blackouts, 
he  said  PG&E  had  a  regulator  problem  at  a 
substation  on  Nov.  29,  “which  caused  loss 
of  power  to  Noe  Valley,  and  the  Dec.  1 6  out¬ 
age  was  planned  to  correct  the  regulator 
problem.”  Service  restoration  to  one  area  in 
the  neighborhood  had  caused  power  out¬ 
ages  in  other  parts  of  the  neighborhood,  he 
said.  The  other  three  outages  in  December, 
were  “related  to  the  storms  and  high  winds.” 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  Jan.  25, 
Yenne  e-mailed  all  the  member  merchants 
about  the  impending  early-moming  black¬ 
out,  saying  it  would  be  limited  to  the  east¬ 
ern  end  of  the  4000  block  of  24th  Street. 
PG&E  also  sent  people  out  to  the  affected 
area  to  give  residents  and  stores  a  heads-up. 
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Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 
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*  Great  Aimnspherp!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


Yenne  says  PG&E  will  face  the  music  at 
the  Merchants  Association  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  March  1,  at  9  a.m.,  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  of  the  BofA  building  at  24th  and 
Castro.  Dufty  promises,  “PG&E  manage¬ 
ment  representatives  will  be  in  attendance, 
and  make  themselves  available  to  answer 
specific  questions  in  thorough  detail.” 

S  S  S 

A  TALE  OF  TWO  POLES:  Thanks  to  San¬ 
chez  Street  Hill  resident  Mark  Miller,  who 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  (see  page  1 0)  set¬ 
ting  Rumors  straight  about  who  on  the  hill 
is  having  their  wires  undergrounded.  In 
fact,  there  will  be  no  undergrounding  of 
wires  for  most  of  the  800  “block”  (actual¬ 
ly  two  blocks)  of  Sanchez  Street,  not  just 
the  so-called  “lost  block”  (850-899)  be¬ 
tween  22nd  and  Hill  streets.  It’s  nearby  Hill 
Street  that  is  being  wired  subterraneously. 

In  a  follow-up  to  his  letter.  Miller  ex¬ 
plained  that  there  will  be  a  partial  under¬ 
grounding  on  the  top  block  of  Sanchez  (800 
to  849).  The  wires  at  the  northeast  comer 
of  Hill  and  Sanchez  will  run  underground 
from  Hill  to  the  first  utility  pole  on  Sanchez, 
which  is  toward  the  middle  of  the  800-849 
block.  Then  the  wires  will  go  up  the  pole 
and  head  north  aboveground  to  a  second 
pole.  At  the  second  pole,  the  wires  go  un¬ 
derground  again  and  then  north  to  connect 
to  21st  Street,  which  has  had  its  wires  un¬ 
derground  for  several  years. 

Those  two  poles  should  stand  as  monu¬ 
ments  to  bad  urban  planning  and  wasted  re¬ 
sources.  They  probably  hold  up  the  next  set 
of  wires  that’ll  be  blown  down  in  the  next 
big  storm,  causing  yet  another  blackout. 

s  s  s 

THE  LOST  BLOCK  OF  SANCHEZ  may  have 
gained  some  notoriety  in  Sony  television 
ads  in  Europe,  however.  This  past  summer, 
Sony  filmed  a  number  of  local  ads,  one  on 
Upper  Sanchez  that  featured  the  release  of 
gazillions  of  small  multicolored  rubber 
balls,  which  bounced  down  the  Sanchez 
Street  hill  toward  24th  Street. 

The  advertising  campaign  was  produced 
by  a  Danish  ad  firm,  and  promoted  Sony’s 


Bravia  LCD  TV  screens.  They  wanted  to 
get  across  the  message  that  “the  colour 
you’ll  see  on  these  screens  will  be  ‘like  no 
other.’”  Sending  250,000  superballs  down 
the  streets  of  San  Francisco  may  be  a 
strange  way  to  do  this,  but  that  was  Danish 
director  Nicolai  Fuglsig’s  creative  vision. 
In  any  case,  the  color  in  the  photos  on 
Bravia  ad’s  web  site  is  pretty  fantastic. 

The  ads,  which  are  accompanied  by 
Heartbeat,  some  great  music  performed  by 
Jose  Gonzalez,  are  featured  at  www.bravia- 
advert.com.  Click  on  photos  and  follow  the 
bouncing  balls.  Keep  clicking  on  various 
pictures  and  slideshows  to  get  to  the 
Sanchez  Street  shots. 

®  S  S 

SCRUBBING  BUBBLES:  Clean  streets  and 
sidewalks  have  been  a  top  priority  on  the 
agenda  of  every  neighborhood  group  in 
Noe  Valley  since  1904,  when  the  East  & 
West  of  Castro  Street  Improvement  Club 
was  first  organized. 

However,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Merchants  and  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  the 
first  fruits  of  Downtown  Noe  Valley’s  Com¬ 
munity  Benefit  District  became  a  reality  on 
Jan.  23,  when  workers  appeared  and  start¬ 
ed  cleaning  the  streets  seven  days  a  week. 

“We  are  clean  and  green,”  proclaimed  a 
very  excited  Debra  Niemann,  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  past  president  and  current  CBD 
chair.  “They  are  steaming  the  sidewalks 
now,  it’s  just  great.” 

Merchants  President  Yenne  says  she  also 
is  very  pleased  that  the  daily  cleaning  has 
started,  and  she  looks  forward  to  striding 
down  the  swept  sidewalks  of  24th  Street. 

s  s  & 

TELL  ’EM.  TODDLERS:  Also  being 
spruced  up  is  Noe  Courts  Park  at  24th  and 
Douglass.  At  the  request  of  park  neighbors, 
the  city  has  been  tinkering  with  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  children’s  play  area,  such  as 
new  fencing  to  keep  toddlers  from  tumbling 
out  of  the  sandbox.  Lizzy  Hirsch  from  Rec 
and  Park  presented  two  design  options  at  a 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
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neighborhood  meeting  in  January.  If  you’d 
like  to  look  at  the  designs,  call  Hirsch  at 
581-255 1  ore-mail  lizzy.hirsch@sfgov.org. 

"S  s  s 

FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT:  Noe  Valleyans  for 
Community  and  Social  Justice,  together 
with  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  hosted  a 
potluck  dinner  Friday  night.  Jan.  27,  at 
1021  Sanchez  Street.  The  special  guests 
were  homeless  people  from  24th  Street. 

According  to  Ministry  sponsor  Ramon 
Sender,  the  two  groups  had  been  planning 
this  event  for  several  months.  Members 
went  out  to  24th  Street  and  personally  in¬ 
vited  all  those  they  thought  were  homeless 
or  in  need.  The  menu  included  chicken  and 
lasagna.  N  VCSJ  leader  Peter  Gabel  reports 
they  had  a  good  turnout,  with  16  attending 
the  dinner  and  all  enjoying  the  good  food. 

s  s  s 

GOOD  TASTE:  Pasta  Pomodoro  owner 
Adriano  Paganini,  who  opened  his  first 
restaurant  on  Chestnut  Street  in  1994  and 
opened  his  Noe  Valley  branch  in  '97  (it  was 
the  fourth  to  open  in  the  city),  has  recently 
decided  to  live  here  as  well.  He’s  bought  a 
house  on  Liberty  Street  near  Church. 

“I  was  living  in  Twin  Peaks,  but  found  a 
great  home  down  here  in  the  valley.  I  just 
love  the  weather  here  and  how  close  I  am 
to  not  only  24th  Street  but  also  to  the  very 
lively  Mission  District,”  Paganini  says. 

Paganini,  who  was  bom  in  the  Italian  vil¬ 
lage  of  Solbiate  Olona  near  Milan,  now  op¬ 
erates  27  Pasta  Pomodoros  in  the  Bay  Area, 
of  which  seven  are  in  San  Francisco.  There 
are  three  in  Sacramento,  and  1 1  more  have 
opened  in  the  last  three  years  in  Southern 
California.  “We  now  have  over  1,700  em¬ 
ployees,”  says  the  enthusiastic  restaurateur. 

“Noe  Valley  has  been  very  special  to  me 
since  I  met  my  wife  five  years  ago  right  in 


front  of  our  Noe  Valley  restaurant,”  smiles 
Paganini. 

Asked  why  Pasta  Pomodoro  is  so  suc¬ 
cessful,  he  says  the  answer  is  simple:  “Val¬ 
ue:  good  food,  reasonably  priced.” 

In  other  food  news,  Carolyn  Miller  and 
Sharon  Smith  feature  recipes  from  three 
Noe  Valley  restaurants  in  their  new  and  up¬ 
dated  Savoring  San  Francisco.  The  book 
showcases  100  recipes  from  100  of  San 
Francisco’s  best  restaurants. 

Representing  Noe  Valley  are  the  Grilled 
Fuyu  Persimmon  and  Red  Oak  Leaf  Let¬ 
tuce  Salad  with  Candied  Pears  from  Fire¬ 
fly  on  24th  Street,  the  Saffron  Pappardelle 
with  Lamb  Sauce  from  Bacco  Ristorante  on 
Diamond,  and  Shaved  Squash  and  Ricotta 
Bruschetta  from  Incanto  Restaurant  on 
Church  Street.  I’ll  have  one  of  each. 

Sorry  to  see  Miss  Millie’s  close  its  doors 
in  January.  The  restaurant,  on  24th  above 
Castro,  was  a  great  source  of  comfort  food 
over  the  past  10  years.  (Search  for  Miss 
Millie’s  on  the  Voice  web  site,  and  you'll 
find  an  amazing  pecan  pie  recipe.) 

As  you  foodies  know,  owner  Gary  Riz¬ 
zo  has  decided  to  relocate  the  eatery  to 
Rockridgc  in  Oakland  (59 1 2  College  Ave.). 
Rizzo  told  the  Voice  that  there  wasn’t 
enough  trade  in  Noe  Valley  during  the  week 
to  support  the  restaurant.  He  also  said  the 
business  climate  in  Oakland  was  more 
friendly  than  San  Francisco.  In  December, 
a  transfer-of-ownership  notice  was  posted 
on  the  window,  but  whoever  has  bought  the 
restaurant  is  staying  mum. 

THIS  JUST  IN:  On  Jan.  31,  the  Board  of 
Supes  approved  changes  to  the  planning 
code  that  will  allow  three  new  restaurants 
or  bars  to  move  onto  24th  Street.  With  the 
vacancy  at  Miss  Millie’s,  that  makes  four 
potential  eating  or  drinking  establishments. 

S  S'  S' 

THE  WRITE  STUFF:  Noe  Valley  author, 
historian,  and  archivist  Bill  Yenne  has  just 
released  his  latest  book,  called  Indian  Wars: 
The  Campaign  for  the  American  Wes/. 

It  made  the  Amazon  Top  100  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  Our  prolific  author  of  nearly  80  books, 
according  to  a  review  in  the  Wall  Street 


Journal,  “does  not  follow  a  revisionist  script 
when  writing  with  a  cinematic  vividness.” 

Indian  Wars  sold  out  quickly  in  its  first 
printing,  and  Yenne  says  that  a  third  edition 
is  not  far  away. 

Local  bookseller  Cover  to  Cover  reports 
that  the  bestselling  book  through  the  holi¬ 
day  season  was  The  Year  of  Magical  Think¬ 
ing  by  Joan  Didion.  The  top  children's  book 
was  The  Lightning  Thief  by  Rick  Riordan. 

s  s  & 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  A  skin-care  spa  called 
Dermalounge  has  moved  into  the  large  cor¬ 
ner  storefront  at  Church  and  25th  streets 
formerly  occupied  by  Nourish.  It  offers 
“photorejuvenation  facials,”  botox,  and 
high-tech  skin  treatments.  Dermalounge 
had  a  grand  opening  party  with  antioxidant 
refreshments  on  Jan.  25.  “We’re  extreme¬ 
ly  excited  to  be  in  the  Noe  Valley  neigh¬ 
borhood,’*  says  Nellie  Wong,  speaking  for 
owner  and  CEO  Nicole  Alvino. 

A  group  of  businesses  has  started  shar¬ 
ing  the  space  on  the  comer  of  Church  and 
Clipper  where  Trends  used  to  be.  First  to 
arrive  was  Wisewoman  Childbirth  Tradi¬ 
tions,  offering  doula  and  midwife  services. 
Then  last  month,  two  chiropractic  doctors 
calling  themselves  More  Mojo — Darci 
Kendrick  and  Kristine  Hicks — moved  in.  A 
massage  therapist  will  be  joining  them  soon. 

Vivon  Chan,  who  had  to  move  from  her 
small  shop  on  Castro  above  24th,  was  go¬ 
ing  to  reopen  in  Hayes  Valley.  Her  plans 
abruptly  changed  when  La  Coterie,  across 
from  Bell  Market,  moved  its  services  to  a 
home  business,  allowing  Vivon  to  move  in 
there  before  Christmas.  “I  feel  very  lucky 
that  I  got  this  spot,”  says  Vivon.  Her  bou¬ 
tique,  called  Vivon,  sells  women’s  clothes 
and  accessories. 

It  looks  like  an  optometrist  will  be  open¬ 
ing  a  shop  on  24th  Street  in  the  space  vacat¬ 
ed  by  Rose  Nails,  next  to  Martha’s  Coffee. 

The  remodel  at  Real  Foods  must  be  go¬ 
ing  very  slow,  since  workers  were  only  seen 
mopping  up  the  flood  of  water  that  came 
through  the  leaky  roof  during  the  Decem¬ 
ber  storms. 

Frisco  Star,  equine  stablemate  of  Lost  in 


the  Fog,  ran  his  first  race  of  the  new  season 
at  Bay  Meadows  on  Jan.  26.  He  came  in 
first  in  the  six-furlong  sprint,  but  not  in 
record-breaking  time.  Noe  Valley  icon  Har¬ 
ry  Aleo  owns  the  3-year-old  horse,  and  hopes 
he  will  follow  in  the  Fog’s  hoof-steps. 

Earlier  that  week,  Aleo  and  trainer  Greg 
Gilchrist  accepted  the  Eclipse  Award  for 
Lost  in  the  Fog,  who  was  voted  America’s 
Outstanding  Sprinter  of  2005. 

S  S  & 

SAY  GOODBYE  to  Noe  Valley  artist  Mark 
Adams,  who  died  last  month  at  age  75. 
Adams’  tapestry,  stained  glass,  oil  painting, 
mosaics,  printmaking,  and  watercolors 
made  him  world-famous. 

You  can  find  his  tapestries  at  the  de 
Young  and  his  stained  glass  at  Grace 
Cathedral  and  Temple  Emanu-El. 

Adams  was  a  very  humble  man  who 
resided  in  an  old  firehouse  on  22nd  Street 
near  Noe.  His  wife,  artist  Beth  Van  Hoesen, 
survives  him. 

Noe  Valley  has  also  lost  a  longtime  ac¬ 
tivist,  John  Brunn,  who  with  his  wife,  Sal¬ 
ly  Brunn,  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  causes,  especially  the  preservation 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Library.  After  Sally  died 
more  than  a  dozen  years  ago,  John  re¬ 
mained  a  thoughtful  and  generous  neigh¬ 
bor  on  Hoffman  Avenue. 

Elizabeth  Street  resident  Eunice  Rosen¬ 
berg  remembers  John  fondly.  “John  was  a 
retired  math  teacher,  and  very  modest.  He 
loved  his  neighborhood,  and  cared  what 
happened  here,”  she  said. 

S  S  S 

THAT’S  30,  FOLKS.  See  you  next  month. 


Danish  filmmaker  Nicolai  Fuglsig  took  some  terrific  shots  during  his  filming  of  an  ad  for  Sony's  new  Bravia  LCD  TV  on  Sanchez  Street  last  summer.  Those  round  things  are 
tiny  superballs,  in  a  variety  of  bright  colors.  You  can  see  and  order  photos  at  www.bravia-advertcom. 
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We  have  got  a  reputation  around  town 

and  we’ve  earned  it. 

Best  service,  best  listings,  best  prices. 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association 
(DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman.  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin.  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus.  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St.. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion 
Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett.  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 0 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Richard  May,  206-0231 
E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell.net 
Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 
month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Flampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St..  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel.  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goehel@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine.  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 

1  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com  or  go  to  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 
7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 
6  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 


San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  6:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 

E-mail:  minaken@gmail.com  (this  is  an  e- 

mail  resource  network  for  parents) 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking 
Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm).  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 
FREE  STROLLER  VALET 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  -  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  / 11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 
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First  Date 

By  Janet  Thornburg 

Continued  from  the  Last  Page 

going  to  encounter  some.  I  was  prepared  for  that,  but 
I  wasnt  ready  to  be  alone  in  a  bedroom  with  one. 

I  went  into  the  bathroom  and  closed  the  door  and 
checked  in  the  cabinet  under  the  sink.  I  saw  some¬ 
thing  orange  behind  a  bottle  of  Lysol  and  got  down 
on  my  hands  and  knees  to  investigate.  It  wasn’t 
Clarence,  just  an  old  T-shirt  stiff  with  Comet 
cleanser.  Someone  tapped  on  the  bathroom  door,  so  I 
tried  to  jump  up,  but  my  feet  somehow  slipped  out 
from  under  me,  and  on  the  way  down  my  face  hit  the 
cabinet. 

For  a  minute  I  sat  there  watching  whirling  lights. 
Then  I  noticed  the  salty,  metallic  taste  of  blood  in  the 
back  of  my  throat  and  felt  blood  trickling  from  my 
nose.  From  the  other  side  of  the  bathroom  door,  Ron 
asked,  “Are  you  all  right  in  there?” 

“Yeah,”  I  told  him.  I  got  to  my  feet  and  grabbed  a 
handful  of  Kleenex  and  held  them  to  my  nose.  The 
blood  soaked  through  right  away,  and  I  didn’t  know 
what  else  to  do  except  open  the  door  and  say,  “I’ve 
got  a  damn  nosebleed.” 

“You  sure  do,”  he  said,  and  took  a  dark  green 
washcloth  off  the  edge  of  the  tub  and  handed  it  to 
me.  “Why  don’t  you  sit  down?”  he  said,  nodding 
toward  the  toilet.  “I’ll  get  Joanne.” 

I  wondered  what  he  thought  Joanne  could  do,  but 
I  put  down  the  toilet  lid  and  sat  down  like  he’d  told 
me  to.  I  heard  some  doors  slam  and  then  some 
pounding,  and  then  Joanne  came  in  with  a  plastic 
bag  full  of  crushed  ice.  “You  need  to  hold  this  on 
your  nose,”  she  said  and  handed  it  to  me. 

She  seemed  to  know  what  she  was  doing,  so  1  said, 
“Are  you  a  nurse,  or  just  an  experienced  mom?” 

“I’m  a  doctor,”  she  said.  “You  look  pretty  pale. 
Why  don’t  you  lie  down?” 

She  moved  a  pile  of  laundry  to  the  dresser,  and  I 
took  off  my  shoes  and  lay  down  on  the  bed.  The 
blood  tasted  nasty  in  my  throat,  but  it  was  easier  to 
keep  the  washcloth  and  ice  bag  on  my  nose  while  I 
was  lying  down,  so  I  stayed  there.  Joanne  sat  on  the 
edge  of  the  bed  and  adjusted  the  ice.  Her  hand 
brushed  against  my  face,  and  I  felt  sort  of  turned  on 
and  sort  of  like  I  wanted  to  cry. 

Ben  came  running  in  with  Alexander.  “I’m  hungry. 
I’m  going  to  have  macaroni  and  cheese  with  Alexan¬ 
der.  OK?” 

“Can  he?”  Alexander  asked.  “Daddy’s  cooking 
Scooby  Doo  macaronis.” 

“No,”  I  told  them.  “Remember,  Ben,  your  cousins 
are  coming  over  for  dinner  tonight.”  I  looked  at  my 
watch  and  saw  that  it  was  almost  six.  Barbara’s 
brother  and  his  family  were  probably  already  at  our 
house,  and  I  hadn’t  let  Barbara  know  what  was  going 
on. 

“We’ve  got  to  go,”  I  told  Ben.  I  sat  up,  but  1  felt 
dizzy.  Joanne  said,  “You  can’t  go  until  the  bleeding 
stops,”  like  I  didn’t  have  any  say  in  the  matter.  Ben 
saw  the  blood  on  my  face  and  started  whimpering. 
Joanne  said,  “He’s  just  got  a  nosebleed,  Ben.  He’s 
going  to  be  all  right.  Why  don’t  you  go  have  Scooby 
Doos  with  Alexander?” 

The  boys  took  off,  and  I  didn’t  fight  it,  even 
though  I  knew  Barbara  would  kill  me  for  letting  Ben 
eat  right  before  dinner.  What  could  I  do?  I  was  bleed¬ 
ing  like  a  stuck  pig.  Clarence  was  lost.  Ben  and  I  were 
stranded  in  the  house  of  homosexuals,  and  that’s  just 
how  it  was. 

Once  I  gave  up,  it  was  a  big  relief  to  lie  back  and 
let  Ron  feed  Ben  while  Joanne  watched  over  me  and 
Eileen  kept  searching  for  Clarence.  Maybe  I  was 


lightheaded  from  blood  loss  or  something.  I  felt  like  I 
was  floating. 

Then  it  was  like  I  was  floating  on  my  back  in  a 
swimming  pool.  I  could  smell  the  chlorine  and  feel 
the  sun  on  my  face  and  chest.  I  sank  to  the  bottom 
and  watched  a  stream  of  bubbles  rise  from  my  mouth 
to  the  bright,  glassy  surface  of  the  pool.  I  didn’t  strug¬ 
gle,  just  lay  there  resting  against  the  rough  cement  on 
the  bottom. 

Then  there  was  an  explosion  of  silver  above  me, 
and  Carol  swam  down  to  me  with  swift  strokes.  She 
pulled  me  up,  dragged  me  out  of  the  pool,  and  put 
her  warm  mouth  on  mine.  Then  she  blew  into  my 
lungs,  which  made  me  laugh,  but  she  didn’t  seem  to 
notice.  She  blew  again  and  again.  I  could  see  she  was 
getting  desperate,  so  I  told  her  I  was  fine,  but  she 
couldn’t  hear  me. 

She  turned  into  Joanne.  We  were  the  only  people 
at  the  pool,  which  seemed  odd  in  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon.  Joanne  started  crying  because  I  wasn’t 
breathing.  “Please,”  she  said.  She  lay  down  on  top  of 
me,  trying  to  warm  me  up  with  her  body.  I  under¬ 
stood  then  that  if  I  didn’t  move  she’d  keep  doing 
these  incredible  things  to  bring  me  back  to  life.  She 
began  to  move  on  top  of  me,  with  nothing  but  our 
nylon  Speedo  suits  between  us. 

The  real  Joanne  said,  “Mmmm!” 

“What?” 

“Paella.” 

I  was  still  half  in  the  dream 
world,  and  the  word  “paella” 
sounded  like  something  out  of  a 
fairy  tale.  What  was  it?  Some 
bizarre  kind  of  food?  A  scene 
from  one  of  Ben’s  videos  flashed 
into  my  mind.  This  little  boy 
and  his  big  sister  fall  through  a 
tree  into  Fairyland,  and  one  of 
the  good  fairies  tells  them,  “You 
must  not  eat  anything  while 
you’re  here.  If  you  do,  you  can  never  leave  Fairyland." 
The  girl  resists  the  food  they  offer  her,  but  the  little 
boy  forgets  and  starts  eating  everything  in  sight,  so 
he’s  stuck  there. 

“Dinner’s  ready,”  Ron  called  from  the  kitchen,  and 
Joanne  got  up  and  left.  I  could  hear  chairs  scraping 
and  dishes  clattering  in  the  dining  room.  My  stom¬ 
ach  was  growling,  but  I  didn’t  feel  hungry.  All  I  could 
think  about  was  getting  Ben  and  getting  out  of  there. 

I  checked  the  washcloth,  and  it  looked  like  my  nose 
had  stopped  bleeding,  so  I  got  up,  ditched  the  ice  bag 
and  washcloth  in  the  sink  in  the  bathroom,  and  went 
into  the  dining  room.  “Clarence  or  no  Clarence,”  I 
said,  “we’ve  got  to  leave  now.” 

“I  can’t.  I’m  eating,”  Ben  said  and  shoveled  a 
spoonful  of  neon-yellow  noodles  into  his  mouth. 

It  was  too  late.  Ben  had  eaten  in  Fairyland.  I  stood 
behind  his  chair,  waiting  for  him  to  finish  and  feeling 
lousy.  Of  course  I  knew  that  video  was  just  a  movie, 
but  you  know  how  sometimes  made-up  stories  have  a 
kernel  of  truth  to  them?  It  was  my  job  to  protect 
Ben,  and  I’d  let  him  down. 

“Would  you  like  to  try  some  paella?”  Ron  asked. 

“I  brought  plenty.” 

“I’d  better  not,”  I  said.  “Barbara’s  fixing  a  big  meal 
at  home.” 

“At  least  sit  down  with  us  till  Ben’s  done,”  Eileen 
said.  “Have  a  glass  of  wine.” 

The  wine  was  good.  Ben  wanted  a  second  helping 
of  Scooby  Doos,  and  while  he  ate,  Eileen  giggled  and 
filled  my  wine  glass  again.  Her  face  was  flushed,  and  I 
wondered  how  much  she’d  already  had. 

Joanne  asked  me  to  pass  the  paella,  and  when  I 
picked  up  the  platter,  the  smell  of  sausage  overpow¬ 
ered  me. 

“Maybe  I  will  try  a  little,”  I  said. 


It  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  best  things  I’d  ever 
eaten.  Chicken,  shrimp,  and  sausage,  all  in  one  dish, 
and  the  sausage  wasn’t  the  low-calorie,  fake  stuff  that 
Barbara  tries  to  feed  us  for  breakfast.  The  meat  was 
embedded  in  yellow  rice  that  melted  in  my  mouth.  I 
couldn’t  stop  eating.  After  my  third  helping,  I  got 
Ron’s  phone  number  and  told  him  I  was  going  to 
have  Barbara  call  and  get  the  recipe  from  him.  Of 
course  that  made  me  think  of  Barbara. 

“Wipe  that  cheese  off  your  chin  and  let’s  go,  Bud,” 
I  said  to  Ben. 

He  stuck  out  his  lower  lip.  “Clarence,”  he  said. 

“For  Pete’s  sake,  Ben,  we  turned  the  house  upside 
down,  but  nobody  could  find  Clarence,”  I  told  him. 
“You’re  going  to  have  to  sleep  with  something  else 
tonight.” 

Ben  started  shaking  his  head.  Tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks. 

Alexander  reached  over  and  patted  Ben’s  shoulder. 
“You  can  borrow  the  Tinker  Bell  nightgown,”  he  said. 

Ben  stopped  crying  and  wiped  his  nose  with  the 
back  of  his  hand.  Alexander  ran  downstairs  before  I 
could  think  of  a  polite  way  to  turn  down  his  offer.  A 
couple  of  minutes  later,  he  burst  back  into  the  dining 
room,  holding  something  behind  his  back.  “Guess 
what  I  found?  Clarence!  He  was  under  the  clown  wig 
in  the  dress-up  box.” 

The  adults  were  all  going  “Whoopee!”  but  Ben 
just  said,  “Where’s  the  Tinker  Bell  dress?”  Alexander 
looked  from  Joanne  to  Eileen.  “Do  I  still  have  to  let 
him  borrow  it?  He’s  got  Clarence  back.” 

“Yes,  you  do,  honey,”  Joanne  said.  “You  offered  it 
to  him.  Don’t  go  back  on  your  word.” 

She  went  downstairs  and  got  the  nightgown.  Ben 
wanted  to  put  it  on  right  away.  I  said,  “How  about 
when  we  get  home?”  but  he  just  went  ahead  and 
peeled  off  his  clothes.  I  put  the  nightgown  over  his 
head  and  fastened  the  tiny  white  button  at  the  back 
of  his  neck. 

Joanne  and  Alexander  walked  us  to  the  door. 
“What  do  you  say  to  Alexander?”  I  asked  Ben. 

“Can  I  take  the  Batman  cape  too?”  he  said.  Joanne 
and  I  laughed,  but  Alexander  didn’t. 

“Thanks,”  I  told  them  for  Ben. 

Outside  it  had  turned  cold.  As  soon  as  the  car 
warmed  up,  I  turned  on  the  heater  and  put 
on  a  Cat  Stevens  CD.  “Oh  very  young  one, 
what  will  you  leave  us  this  time?”  I  sang  with  Cat  as 
I  drove  toward  home. 

“How  you  doing,  buddy?”  I  asked  over  my  shoul¬ 
der,  but  Ben  and  Clarence  had  conked  out. 

At  home,  my  brother-in-law’s  car  was  parked  in 
our  driveway.  I  got  out  of  my  car  and  opened  the 
back  door.  I  wondered  if  I  should  change  Ben’s 
clothes  before  anyone  saw  him,  but  I  knew  it  would 
wake  him  up,  so  I  didn’t  even  try.  I  stood  there  look¬ 
ing  at  him  in  the  blue  dress,  and  I  remembered  a 
Christmas  pageant  from  when  I  was  a  kid.  The 
church  was  decorated  for  Christmas  with  pine 
boughs,  so  it  smelled  like  we  were  in  the  woods,  and 
the  only  light  was  hundreds  of  candles  burning.  All 
the  kids  who  sang  were  dressed  as  angels.  I  had  on 
wings  and  a  silky  white  gown,  and  as  I  sang,  I  felt  the 
cool  air  of  the  sanctuary  all  over  my  body,  lifting  me 
up  with  the  music.  In  the  glow  from  the  streetlight, 
Ben  looked  the  way  I  felt  that  night — radiant,  other¬ 
worldly,  lighter  than  air. 

I  picked  him  up  and  held  him  for  a  long  time 
before  I  took  him  inside. 

“First  Date"  is  reprinted  with  the  author's  permission 
from  Rhubarb  Pie,  published  September  2005  by 
Thunderegg  Press.  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  on  Castro 
Street  will  host  a  reading  by  Janet  Thornburg  on  Friday, 
Feb.  24,  at  7  p.  m. 
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Noe  Street  resident  Janet 
Thornburg  is  a  mother, 
teacher,  and  playwright. 
And  now,  with  the  fall  pub¬ 
lication  of  Rhubarb  Pie,  she 
is  also  the  author  of  a  book 
of  short  stories  (Thunderegg 
Press,  $12.95).  The  first  of 
the  eight  stories  in  the  col¬ 


lection,  “Pink  Rods,  Red 
Clouds,  and  a  Rhubarb  Pie,” 
was  previously  published  in 
the  cutting-edge  fiction 
magazine  Carve,  and  later 
chosen  for  inclusion  in  Best 
of  Carve,  Volume  Four  (2003). 
Other  Thornburg  stories  have 
graced  the  pages  of  literary 
magazines  on  both  coasts. 

Three  of  the  stories  in 
Rhubarb  Pie  center  around 
trains.  An  ardent  traveler, 
Thornburg  admits  that  she 
prefers  train  travel  to  flying, 
because  “things  happen  [on 
trains]  that  could  never  take 
place  on  planes  or  in  cars. 
For  me,  what  happens  on  a 
journey  by  train  is  often 
more  remarkable  than  what 
happens  at  my  destination.” 
She  points  out  that  the  last 


story  in  her  book,  “Zephyr,” 
in  which  a  very  pregnant 
woman  on  a  train  befriends 
a  senior  soldier  of  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army,  a  likeable  woman 
who  has  successfully  cam¬ 
paigned  against  domestic 
partner  benefits,  was  based 
on  an  actual  encounter.  “I 
admired  the  senior  soldier, 
and  I  was  infuriated  by  her 
mission,”  Thornburg  says. 
“The  resulting  tension  drove 
me  to  write  a  story.” 

Children  also  play  a  large 
role  in  her  stories.  Thornburg 
and  her  partner,  Michelle 
Bourgault,  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Nick,  10,  and  Sarah,  8. 
Several  of  her  stories  also  ex¬ 
plore  situations  in  which  gay 
and  straight  cultures  meet 
(“First  Date,”  printed  below, 


is  a  case  in  point).  Thorn¬ 
burg  feels  grateful  to  live  in 
San  Francisco,  “where  gay 
and  straight  people  have  a 
history  of  sharing  their  lives 
with  considerable  grace.” 

Originally  from  a  small 
town  in  Colorado,  she  has 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  14 
years  and  says  she  wouldn’t 
want  to  live  anywhere  else. 
“I  love  the  sunshine,  the 
people,  the  library,  the  coffee 
shops,  the  twins  in  strol¬ 
lers...”  She  thinks  living  in 
the  neighborhood  helps  her 
writing:  “It  gives  me  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  optimism 
about  human  possibility,  of 
how  it  feels  to  be  part  of  a 
truly  tolerant  and  diverse 
community.” 

In  addition  to  fiction  for 


the  page,  Thornburg  writes 
plays,  which  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  such  venues  as  the 
Marsh,  Venue  Nine,  and  In¬ 
tersection  for  the  Arts.  She’s 
written  and  performed  eight 
solo  shows.  Tides  of  her  works 
include  Antony  and  Cleopa¬ 
tra  Meet  Godzilla  and  Din¬ 
ner  Roles.  In  2004,  she  wrote 
and  performed  Dark  Circles , 
“an  investigation  of  how  old 
women  turn  into  witches.” 

Currently,  Thornburg  is 
balancing  work,  mother¬ 
hood,  and  coursework  for  a 
master  of  fine  arts  degree 
from  the  Warren  Wilson 
M.F.A.  Program  for  Writers. 
It’s  a  low-residency  program 
in  which  students  spend  two 
10-day  sessions  a  year  in 
Swannanoa,  N.C.,  meeting 


with  professors  and  other 
students.  The  rest  of  the 
year,  students  correspond 
one-on-one  with  the  faculty. 
Thornburg  is  a  third  of  the 
way  through  the  first  draft  of 
a  novel.  When  not  writing, 
she  teaches  English  as  a  Sec¬ 
ond  Language  classes  at  City 
College.  “I’ve  worked  at  30 
different  jobs,  from  unicycle 
clown  to  pancake  house 
waitress,”  she  says.  “I  can 
truthfully  say  teaching’s 
never  been  boring,  and  that 
puts  it  way  above  any  other 
job  I’ve  ever  had.” 

Thornburg  will  read  and 
sign  Rhubarb  Pie  at  Cover  to 
Cover  Booksellers,  1307 
Castro  Street,  on  Friday, 
Feb.  24,  at  7  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 


I  was  dead  tired  when  I  got  home  from  work, 
but  Barbara  met  me  at  the  door  and  said  she 
needed  me  to  pick  Ben  up  from  his  play  date 
with  Alexander.  It  was  the  last  thing  in  the 
world  I  felt  like  doing,  but  I  said  all  right 
because  I  knew  if  I  refused,  I  d  have  to  listen  to 
everything  shed  done  all  day  and  all  she  still  had 
to  do.  She  gave  me  a  slip  of  paper  with  an 
address.  I  said,  “I  thought  they  lived  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,”  and  she  said,  “No,  you’re  thinking  of 
Alexander  B.  He  lives  in  Noe  Valley,  but  Alexan¬ 
der  P.  lives  in  Bernal  Heights.” 

I  drove  to  Bernal  Heights,  feeling  grouchy  about 
how  play  dates  suck  up  so  much  time.  Barbara  said 
we’ve  got  to  do  them,  though,  because  if  kids  don’t 
have  play  dates,  and  the  other  kids  start  talking 
about  their  play  dates,  the  ones  without  play  dates 
feel  like  rejects. 

“Hey,”  I  said  to  her,  “isn’t  there  enough  time  for 
that  in  high  school?” 

I  found  the  address  and  parked  and  went  up  and 
rang  the  bell.  I  felt  stupid  standing  there  and  not 
knowing  who  was  going  to  answer  the  door.  It  was 
like  being  on  a  blind  date. 

A  tall  gal  in  Nike  running  shorts  opened  the  door 
and  said,  “You  must  be  Ben’s  dad.  I’m  Joanne.”  Her 
hair  was  short,  and  her  handshake  was  firm,  I  mean 
firm.  I’ve  noticed  that  in  San  Francisco.  The  women 
tend  to  have  extremely  firm  handshakes.  I  squeezed 
back  hard,  to  let  her  know  I  wasn’t  intimidated,  and 
we  went  into  the  living  room,  where  another  woman 
was  sitting  on  the  sofa  eating  pistachios.  This  one 
was  all  curves  and  dimples.  She  didn’t  stand  up,  just 
licked  the  salt  off  her  fingers  and  said,  “Hi,  I’m 
Eileen.  Want  some  pistachios?” 

“No  thanks,”  I  said.  I  was  really  hungry,  but  I 
didn’t  feel  like  cracking  pistachio  shells  with  my  teeth 
in  front  of  people  I  didn’t  know. 

“The  kids  are  downstairs,”  Eileen  said.  “I’ll  go  get 
them.”  She  got  up,  stepped  over  a  puzzle  of  Noah’s 
ark,  and  put  her  bare  foot  down  on  something  sharp. 
She  yelped  and  picked  up  an  action  figure  of  Batman 
and  threw  it  across  the  room. 

It  wasn’t  exactly  surprising  that  she’d  stepped  on  a 
toy — there  wasn’t  a  square  foot  of  carpet  that  didn’t 
have  trains  or  blocks  or  stuffed  animals  or  puzzles  or 
kids’  clothes  on  it.  Seemed  to  me  like  maybe  Joanne 
had  been  out  jogging  when  she  should  have  been 
cleaning.  Barbara  never  lets  our  living  room  get  into 
that  kind  of  shape.  Even  when  she  had  to  have  a 
C-section  with  Ben,  she  was  up  cleaning  the  day 
after  she  got  home  from  the  hospital. 

Right  after  Eileen  went  downstairs,  there  were 
heavy  footsteps  on  the  front  stairs,  and  the  doorbell 
rang.  “That  must  be. Ron,”  Joanne  said  and  opened 
the  door. 

A  muscular  guy  with  an  expensive  haircut  came  in 
carrying  a  roaster  pan  with  the  lid  on. 


First  Date 

❖  BY  JANET  THORNBURG  ❖ 

“This  is  Ben’s  dad,”  Joanne  told  him. 

“Chuck,”  I  said  and  put  out  my  hand.  Ron  set  the 
pan  down,  but  before  we  could  shake,  Alexander 
came  running  in  and  jumped  up  into  Ron’s  arms. 
“Daddy!”  he  said. 

Then  my  son  Ben  came  around  the  corner  wear¬ 
ing  a  blue  dress-looking  thing.  I’d  be  lying  if  I  said  it 
didn’t  bother  me.  This  had  come  up  before,  back  in 
Colorado.  He’d  had  on  a  pink  tutu  one  afternoon 
when  I  went  to  pick  him  up  at  preschool.  His 
teacher  told  me  it  was  normal,  and  a  couple  of  times 
after  that  I  noticed  that  the  class  bully — a  big 
bruiser — was  wearing  the  tutu  while  he  terrorized 
the  other  kids,  so  I  stopped  worrying  about  Ben 
wearing  it.  But  now  I  figured  Ben  was  old  enough  to 
know  better. 

“What  do  you  have  on?”  I  asked  him. 

“Oh,  Alexander’s  cousin  donated  that  to  the  cos¬ 
tume  box,”  Joanne  said. 

“I  don’t  want  to  go  home!”  Ben  said. 

“Come  on,  sport,  Mommy’s  waiting,”  I  told  him. 

From  his  father’s  arms,  Alexander  said  to  Ben, 
“You  can’t  take  the  Tinker  Bell  nightgown  home.” 

“I  know  that,”  Ben  said  and  stripped  it  off  and 
threw  it  on  the  floor.  I  was  way  glad  to  see  that  he 
had  on  his  underwear.  Joanne  went  and  got  his  jeans 
and  T-shirt  and  shoes  and  handed  them  to  me,  so  I 
started  dressing  him.  It  wasn’t  that  easy,  but  she  did¬ 
n’t  offer  to  help,  even  though  he’d  taken  his  clothes 
off  in  her  house. 

Ron  took  the  roasting  pan  into  the  kitchen,  and  1 
could  hear  him  banging  around  in  there.  It  was 
unclear  to  me  who  to  say  thanks  to  for  the  play  date, 
so  I  just  tossed  it  over  my  shoulder  and  headed  for 
the  door  with  Ben. 

I  was  reaching  for  the  doorknob  when  Ben 
wailed,  “I  forgot  Clarence!”  That’s  the  little  orange 
stuffed  armadillo  that  he  has  to  have  to  go  to  sleep. 
We  couldn’t  leave  without  Clarence — Barbara  would 
send  me  back  in  a  minute  if  we  went  home  without 
him. 

“Where’d  you  leave  him,  hon?”  Joanne  asked  Ben, 
but  he  just  gave  her  that  same  look  he  always  gives 
me  when  I  ask  him  what  he  did  in  kindergarten  that 
day,  like  how  would  he  know  what  happened  mil¬ 
lions  of  years  ago? 

“We  had  him  downstairs,”  Alexander  said,  so  all 
four  of  the  adults  followed  the  kids  to  the  basement. 
Man,  I  thought  the  living  room  was  a  mess,  but  the 
downstairs  made  it  look  good.  We  all  started  pawing 
through  piles  of  Legos  and  Lincoln  Logs  and  Tinker 
Toys,  but  no  luck. 

After  a  while  it  seemed  like  everybody  was  losing 


interest,  so  I  said,  “Sorry  to  put  you  through  this, 
but  he  really  can’t  go  to  sleep  without  Clarence.” 

They  nodded,  but  I  could  tell  they  were  getting 
irritated.  Ron  asked  Alexander,  “Are  you  sure  you  left 
him  down  here?”  Alexander  shrugged. 

“All  right,  we’d  better  be  systematic  about  this,” 
Ron  said.  “How  about  two  of  us  continue  down 
here,  and  two  of  us  take  the  upstairs?” 

I  headed  upstairs,  toward  the  area  of  lesser  chaos. 

I  hoped  Eileen  would  come  upstairs  too,  but  she  and 
Joanne  continued  to  sort  through  the  wreckage 
below,  and  Ron  followed  me  up. 

“You  want  something  to  drink?”  he  asked  me.  “I 
think  they  have  Coke  and  root  beer  in  the  fridge.” 

“Sure,”  I  said,  and  we  went  into  the  kitchen, 
opened  a  couple  of  root  beers,  and  started  our  search. 

I  hadn’t  drunk  root  beer  since  high  school,  and 
the  taste  took  me  back  to  hot  summer  afternoons  at 
the  A&W  Root  Beer  stand  out  on  south  Townsend. 

It  was  right  next  to  the  swimming  pool,  and  I  spent 
three  months  drinking  root  beer  from  frosty  mugs 
and  trying  to  get  up  enough  nerve  to  ask  out  one  of 
the  lifeguards.  Her  name  was  Carol.  When  I  finally 
asked  her  at  the  end  of  August,  she  said  no.  Right 
after  that,  I  got  together  with  Barbara,  and  that’s  all 
she  wrote. 

Joanne  didn’t  seem  like  the  type  to  wear  perfume, 
but  her  bedroom  smelled  good,  and  there  were  a 
bunch  of  fancy  bottles  on  the  dresser.  There  were 
satin  sheets  on  the  bed,  too.  I  started  thinking  maybe 
she  had  a  side  to  her  that  wasn’t  obvious  on  first 
meeting.  I  was  about  to  look  into  her  drawers  to  see 
if  she  wore  sexy  underwear,  but  Ron  came  in  and 
started  looking  under  the  bed. 

He  dusted  off  his  pants  when  he  stood  up. 

“Dirty  down  there,”  he  said. 

“Yep,”  I  said. 

“I  know  they’re  busy  with  Alexander  and  all,  but 
they  could  hire  somebody  to  come  in  once  a  week,” 
he  said. 

“Did  you  used  to  live  here?”  I  asked. 

“Heavens,  no!”  he  said. 

“Well,  if  you  don’t  mind  my  asking,  how  come 
Alexander  calls  you  Daddy?” 

“I  am  his  father,  but  they’re  the  parents.  I  live  in 
Pacific  Heights.  Here.  ’  He  picked  up  a  picture  off 
the  dresser.  “Here’s  Alexander  over  at  our  place.” 

In  the  picture,  Alexander  was  sitting  on  the  front 
steps  of  a  Victorian  between  Ron  and  another  guy 
who  looked  a  lot  like  Ron.  “That’s  Dave,”  Ron  said. 
“He’s  in  L.A.  this  weekend.” 

OK.  So  this  was  a  lesbian-moms,  gay-guy-dads 
situation.  Did  Barbara  know  that’s  what  she  was 
sending  me  into?  I’d  had  some  awkward  play-date 
pickups  before,  but  this  was  off  the  graph. 

Don  t  get  me  wrong.  I  don’t  have  anything  against 
gay  people,  and  I  knew  when  we  moved  here  I  was 
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